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Art. I. Odfervations on the Land Revenue of the Crown. 4t0. 
10s. 6d. Boards. Debrett. 1787. 


UBLIC fame afcribes this well-written work to the Hon. 
~ Mr. John St. John *, who was many years furveyor of the 
crown lands, and who hath here prefented us with a more au- 
thentic account of the nature and extent of the Jand revenue of the 
crown than ever before appeared in this country ; on which ac- 
count, we doubt not but the treatife will be deemed peculiarly 
acceptable, at this time, when the fubje& is fo frequently dif- 
cuffed. 

Many readers, however, will, probably, be fomewhat dif- 
appointed on the perufal of this volume; for the land revenue of 
the crown will appear to be a matter of much fmaller amount than 
they had preconceived: nor will thofe who hunt for information 
refpecting the abufes of management in this department be much 
better fatisfied ; for, on this popular topic, fcarcea fingle infinua- 
tion is thrown out, nor the moft diftant hint given, which could 
Jead him to fufpeét that any kind of abufes at all prevail. The Aue 
thor only attempts to give a plain ftate of the actual amount of the 
land revenue of the crown, as it ftands at the prefent day ; and 
this we have reafon to believe he has done with fidelity and pre- 
cifion. This account is preceded by fome hiftorical notices of 
the land revenue of the crown of England, at different periods 
of the Britifh hiftory; which, although they may not prove 
fatisfactory to the profefled antiquary, will be highly acceptable 
to thofe who wifh to attain, without much trouble to themfelves, 
a tolerably juft notion of this branch of Britifh hiftory, during 
thofe periods in which fome degree of certainty prevails, 

Though our Author, after the example of Mr. Hume, declines 
entering deeply into the minute difcuffion of queftions of remote 
antiquity, refpecting the nature and precife extent of the landed 
revenue of the Britifh crown, yet he cannot entirely avoid 
hazarding fome obfervations on that fubjeét, at the time of 
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William the Firft, and downward. And here we cannot help 
obferving, that our ingenious Author has been fubjected to no 
{mall degree of trouble and perplexity, by having overlooked 
one very material circumftance in the original principles of the 
feudal conftitution ; and which may naturally be expeded to 
happen to every man who has no tafte for fpeculations on the 
fubject of government, confidered in refpect of its origin and 
progrefs in fociety ; viz. that the regal power was not originall 

either hereditary, or neceffarily continued even during the life of 
the perfon who was, at any particular juncture, invefted with 
that high authority. Among favage tribes, where government 
and laws are in their infancy, individuals are in all refpe&s 
equal, unlefs in what concerns bodily or mental endowments. 
Where any individual poffefles thefe endowments in a fuper- 
eminent degree, his equals in other refpects behold him with a 
fort of reverential awe, and, in times of danger efpecially, vo- 
luntarily defire to be directed by his wifdom, or proteéted by his 
fuperior prowefs ; and therefore willingly co-operate with him 
as long as they think he is more capable than any other perfon 
of affording them that protection they want,—but no longer, 
The danger over, his authority of courfe ceafes; and a new 
leader os be adopted whenever a fucceeding danger points out 
the neceffity of it. When tribes engage in hoftile attacks upon 
others, and break forth from their own boundaries in fearch of 
plunder or conqueft, neceffity compels them to have a Jeader at 
all times to direct and proteét the whole body. Hence, the au- 
thority becomes permanent, though the perfon who exercifes 
that authority is liable to be changed. It would, at a very early 
period, be obferved, that the perfon who fhould for the time 
poflefs this high rank, neceffarily required a much greater in- 
come than any private individual, and certain diftinguihhed pri- 
vileges to render his behefts obeyed. ‘Thus an idea began to 
prevail of a Fisk, of a common good—of public demefnes, as 
altogether unconneéted with any individual. In this ftate were 
evidently fome of thofe northern tribes defcribed by Tacitus, 
though moft of them had advanced confiderably beyond this ftage 
of civilization before they fell under the cognizance of that at- 
tentive obferver of manners, In forming, therefore, a notion of 
the royal revenue, in its origin, we muft advert to this ftate of 
things. Our ferocious anceftors, when they over-ran the terri- 
torics of their more peaceable neighbours, and fubjected the na- 
tives to their power, were entirely directed by thefe military no- 


tions, ‘Their conquefts were thared, at firft, equally, no doubt, 


among them; and in procefs of time (as a long continuance of 
power in the fame family created a diftiné&tion of rank) accord- 
ing to the dignity of the leaders; always referving a certain 
proportion to the Fi/k, to be for the time under the aunean 
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of the leader, whoever he fhould chance to be. At the begin- 
ning, thefe two kinds of revenue belonging to the Dux or King, 
viz. his own private fortune as an individual, and the revenue 
belonging to the ftate, would be carefully diftinguifhed, and pre- 
ferved ; but when, in procefs of time, the fupreme authority 
became, in many places, hereditary, thefe two fources of reve- 
nue would be naturally confounded with each other, foas not to 
be diftinguifhed ; though for many ages fome ideas of this fort 
muft have prevailed :—and as thefe notions became more and 
more faint, a confufion muft have enfued in the rules for the 
adminiftration of thefe revenues, fome perfons applying to the 
whole, thofe maxims that were only applicable to a part; and 
according as the income of the individual, or the revenue of the 
crown, was confidered as the ftandard, the conclufions to be de- 
duced would be exceedingly different. Hence it has happened, 
that antiquaries of the moft eminent name in the republic of 
letters, have maintained doctrines refpeCting the crown-revenue 
the moft oppofite that can be conceived,—one party infifting 
that the land revenue of the crown was entirely unalienable, and 
might at any future period be refumed by the national council, 
when the King had been fo improvident as to grant it away to 
others, which was true only with regard to the public revenue, 
properly fo called:—and another party maintaining, with equal 
confidence, that the grants of the crown might not be chal- 
lenged more than thofe of individuals; which was only true as 
far as refpected the private fortune of the royal family. Hence 
the origin of that perplexity with refpeét to the hiftory of Grants 
and Refumptions, and thofe confequent ftruggles which have 
often deluged this country with the blood of its moft diftinguifhed 
nobles, This perplexity our Author well delineates; but he 
has not explained its caufe. It is, indeed, now, a matter of 
mere fpeculative knowledge; for as thefe two kinds of crown 
lands had been long confounded together in Britain, and as the 
improvidence or difaftrous circumftances of the Kings of Britain 
had gradually alienated the crown lands, fo as to leave them of 
very little value: and as a change of circumftances had provided 
a royal revenue very different from thefe, they were wifely put, 
by the fenate, upon an entire new footing, by an aét within our 
own recollection, | 
To the book itfelf we refer the curious inquirer, who wifhes 
for information refpeting the changes of the value of the crown 
lands belonging to Great Britain, at different periods, from the 
reign of William the Conqueror, to the prefent time ; and fhall 
content ourfelves with the following extract, which, at the fame 
time that it will give the reader an idea of the Author’s ftyle, will 
enable him to form a very tear notion of the prefent value of 
the crown lands ; 
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‘ The hereditaments of the crown, which compofe that which fs 
called the land revenue, may be faid to be either in poffeffion and 
actual enjoyment, or in reverfion and expectancy. 

‘ Of the former kind are, Firf, The demifable eftates, which 
being actually leafed out, or in a courfe of leafing, produce a rent 
annually, and alfo a fine upon renewal. Secondly, Fee farm rents, 
and other rents of various kinds. T4irdly, Honours, manors, and 
hundreds, not in leafe, but under the care of ftewards appointed 
by patent, or by conftitution from the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
Fourthly, Lands in the occupation of the crown, for the convenience 
of his Majefty, or the public fervice. And Fifth, All eftate and 
intereft which the crown hath in forefts and watftes. 

‘ Of the other kind, which may be confidered as being in rever- 
fion, or expectancy, are all hereditaments which may come to the 
crown. Firf?, for want of heirs; or /econdly, by forfeiture ; or third. 
Jy, by the limitation of remainders to the crown. 

© Of thefe feveral articles the land revenue confifts, and whatever 
profits arife from it, are derived from fome one of thefe fources. Let 
us firft confider the hereditaments that are in poffefion. 

‘ The demifable lands are fcattered all over the kingdom, info- 
much that there are few counties in which the crown has not fome 
lands. ‘This is owing to the variety of means by which the crown 
became poffeffed of its eftates, as appears from the preceding de- 
{cription of the fources from whence they /prung. Thefe demifable 
eltates are either in actual courfe of leafing, tor terms of 50 years, 
where the greateft part of the value confifts of buildings; or in other 
cafes for 31 years'or three lives, according to the provifions of the 
Civil Lift Aé& of the 1ft of Queen Anne; or elfe they are in leafe upon 
unexpired grants of Jong terms made previous to that aét, In gene- 
ral the revenue flowing from them is of an improveable nature, as 
will appear by obferving the great increafe of the fines *, fince the 
pafling of the laft mentioned A&, as well as the great increafe of 
rents + which has taken place in late years upon leafes and grants of 
reverfionary terms. It is not that thefe eftates are particularly im- 
proveable from their quality or fituation; or that they are in an un- 

cultivated condition, and therefore capable of melioration ; but that 
the revenue arifing from them muft in many inftances increafe, on 
renewals of leafes, as many terms are ftill fubfifting, which were 
granted upon fmall or nominal rents, antecedent to the Civil Lift 
A&, particularly thofe which were to commence on the death of 
‘Queen Catherine, the confort of King Charles II. or on the expira- 
tion of leafes granted by her, and which, when they fall in, muft be 
renewed upon reafonable terms according to their real value. It is 


— 





* <« Amount of the Fines in the firft 16 years after the 


Civil Litt A&, ending in 1717, - - £ 23,088 
¢ In the next 16 years, ending in 1733, - - 43,152 
« In the next 16 years, ending in 1749, - 62,018 
* In the next 16 years, ending in 1765, - - 163,392 
* In the next 16 yeats, ending in 1781, - 13355 


+ ‘ Increafe of referved rents from 1769 to 1782, £ 3,200 ¢ 
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not intended here to give an account of all the eftates held by Jeafe 
from the crown: fuch an account * however has lately been com- 

‘led in the Surveyor General’s office, for the information of the 

Lords of the Treafury, and delivered to two gentlemen appointed 
by them to enquire into all particulars from which information might 
be derived for their lordfhips, relative to the management of the de- 
partments of the crown lands, woods, and forefts: it contains a ftate- 
ment in feparate columns of the names of the leffees, the eftates 
which they hold, the dates of the leaies, the terms granted, and the 
expiration thereof, the yearly value of each eftate by the lateft fur- 
vey or eftimate, the fines paid for thofe leafes, and the rents referved 
thereon. It may be fufficient, for the prefent purpofe, to fay that 
the demifable land revenue of the crown confifts of about 130 ma- 
nors, about 52,000 acres of arable, meadow, and pafture land, about 
1800 houfes in London and Weftminiter, and about 450 houfes, 
mills, and cottages, in the country parts of England, exclufive of 
houfes demifed with manors or farms; and that the fines paid to the 
crown, on granting and renewing leafes of thofe eftates, amount, on 
an average, to about 7,500 /. per aun. and the yearly rents referved 
to the crown for the fame to about 13,000/. per ann.: fo that the 
demifed land revenue produces, on an average, fomething more than 
20,000/. per ann. Another account has been made out, for the fame 
gentlemen, of all leafes granted by the crown between the 1ft of Ja- 
nuary 1771, and the 31ft December 1780, and of the fines paid, and 
rents referved upon thofe lea{es, in which ten years the fines amounted 
to 76,308/. 145.. (or about 7,638/. per ann.); and the increafed 
rents, referved in addition to the rents paid before the granting of 
thofe leafes, to 2,592/. 85. 103d. per anz. A {chedule has like- 
wife been made out, of all the leafes pranted by the crown, and of 
the fines fet by the Surveyor General for the fame between the 1{t of 
January 1760, and the 31ft of O&tober 1782. In this period the fines 
amounted to 163,018/. 1d. or, comm. annis, about 7,410/. per 
ann. The fame gentlemen have likewife had an account of all 

eftates granted in fee fince the pafling the Civil Lift A& of the firft 

of Queen Anne, by which it appears, that eftates of the value of 
about 20,000/. per aun. have been alienated from the crown, by au- 

thority of parliament, fince the power of the crown to grant in per- 

petuity was taken away. 

* The /ecozd article of land revenue is the fee farm, and other dry 
rents. A fee farm rent is defined by fome writers to be a rent charge 
iffuing out of an eftate in fee, of at leaft one-fourth part of the annual 
value of the lands at the time of its refervation ; but the true mean- 
ing of fee farm is a perpetual farm, or rent, the name being founded 
on the perpetuity of the rent, or fervice, not on the guantum+. The 

refervation 


a 





* This account is the fchedule mentioned in the Preface, and 
forms the Firft Report of the Commiffioners of the Land Revenue. 
t “ Lord Coke feems to intimate the contrary, by confining the 
nomination of fee-farm, to rents at leaft equal to the fourth part of 
the value of the land; and the word is explained in a like manner 
by Sir Henry Spelman, and the author of the Book of old Tenures, 
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refervation of fo great arent as one-fourth part, certainly (as Sir 
Willism Blackftone obferves) makes a grant of lands on fuch terms 
rather a letting of lands to farm in fee fimple, inftead of the ufual 
methods, for life or years; it was, therefore, by no means an unna- 
tural mode for the crown to adopt in the difpofal of its landed pro- 

rty ; and accordingly a very large proportion of the land revenue 
Confiits in fee farm rents. The rents which fall under that denomina- 
tion amount to about 23,6c0/. but the real effective fee farm rents 
are but a fmall part of that fum ; for there are included in that fum, 
tents in arrear and rents granted away (chiefly among thofe called 
fee farm rents), amounting to no lefs than 17,500/. per ann. ; fo that 
the fce farm rents actually received are not more than 6,400/. per 
ann. ~ But in the ftate of the rent roils, with fuch a load of arrears 
upon them, it is hardly poffible to afcertain, with any degree of pre- 
cifion, the amount of the fee farm rents really due to the crown ; for 
though there are many fee farm rents due,which are not received, 
yet it is certain, that there are many continued on the rent rolls 
which do not now belong to the crown, having been fold under 
the Adis of 22d and 23d of Charles IJ. but not put out of charge, 
many of the conveyances not having been inrolied with the Au- 
ditors. 

‘ Having explained the nature of the demifable lands and fee 
farm rents, I fhall proceed to the shird article of land revenue in 

ffeffion, which confifts of honours, manors, hundreds, and other 
S eredtramtints not in leafe, but under the care of ftewards. Thefe 
ftewards are appointed either by conftitution under the hand and feal 
of the Chancellor of the Exchequer, or by letters patent. ‘They are 
almoft all during pleafure, and the ftewards are paid, either by fees 
due to them by cuftom from the tenants of the manors, on the aliena- 
tion of their copyholds, and on other proceedings in their courts; 
or by certain falaries from the crown, or fometimes by both. For 
the moft part thefe ftewardfhips are rather a charge on the revenue, 
than a fupport or increafe of it, The principal appointments of this 
kind are as follows.’ [Here we have a long lift of flewardfhips and 





with this difference only, that the latter reftriéts the value to a third 
(Spelm. Gloff. voce feodi firma, and oid Tenure, tit. fee firme). But 
jt would be wrong to underftand any [either] of thefe writers as in- 
tending abfolutely and yniverfally to exclude all rents of lefs value; 
for the word fee-farm moft certainly imports every rent or fervice, 
whatever the guaxtum may be, which is referved on a grant in fee ; 
and fo Lord Coke himfelf agrees in another work, citing Britton, and 
other books for authorities, 2d Inft. 44 Britt. 164. The fometimes 
confining the term fe farm to rents of a certain value, probably arofe 
partly from the Statute, of Gloucefter, which gives the cefavit only 
where the rent amounts to one-fourth of the value of the land, and 
partly from its being moft yfual, in grants in fee farm, not to re- 
ceive lefs than a third or fourth of fuch value. After the ftatute of 
Quia Emptores, granting in fee farm, except by the King, became 1m- 
practicable ; becaufe the grantor parting with the fee, is, by opera- 
tion of that ftatute, without any reverfign, and without a reverfion 
there cannot be a rent fervice.”* Harcraveon Coxe Lyt. | 
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bayliffes in the different counties of England and Wales, amounting 
in all to thirty-two, for which we moft refer to the book. ] 

‘ The fourth fpecies of eftate in poffeflion confitts of lands retained 
jn his Majeity’s hands, either for his own convenicnce or the public 
fervice : of the former fort are the palaces and parks; the latter fort 
are the caitles, forts, docks, hotpials, and public offices, and places 
vetted in the King for the ufe and protection of the country.’ [Fol- 
lowsa lift of the. King’s palaces, houfes, and parks. ] = 

« The fifth and lafl kind of eftate in pofleffion, although not tn its 
prefent ftate productive of any confiderable revenue, is of fuch a 
nature that it may be rendered, and in all probability will become, 
of very great value and importance; I mean the intereft which the 
crown hath in the forefts, chaces, parks, warrens, and waftes in Eng- 
land and Wales. Upon the contingency of the inclofures and im- 
provement of thefe waites great allotments will probably be given to 
the crown, in compenfation of its extenfive rights and royalties. 
Thefe allotments will of courfe be in different proportions, according 
to the nature and extent of the King’s rights in the feveral inftances. 

* Previous to the execution of this great meafure, many fteps mutt 
be taken to gain information on the fubjeét, and, above all things, 
great care fhould be ufed to render it palatable to the principal pro- 

rietors, and popular in the country. Great difficulty will be found 
in obtaining the neceffary information in this bufinefs. Much ufeful 
intelligence may be obtained from the Surveyor General’s office, but . 
that muft be very infufficient without gaining intelligence from per- 
fons refident on the fpot, or in the neighbourhood, nor can complete 
knowledge be had without actual furveys. In this place I hall only 
enumerate the feveral forefts and chaces, mentioning under what fur- 
vey they are placed, and diftinguifhing fuch as are deemed real forefts 
from thofe which are now reputed to be merely nominal.’ [Follows a 
lift of forefts and chaces in England and Wales, 97 in all.] 

Our Author next proceeds to treat of thofe eftates of the crown 


which are only in expectancy ; namely, efcheats, forfeitures, and 
remainders ; but as the crown, confefledly, now derives little 
emolument from thefe once fertile fources of revenue, we think 
it unneceflary to dwell on the particulars, The chapter is con- 
cluded with the following fhort view of the produce of the land 
revenue, and the charges on it: 

£. f. d. 
Grofs amount of rents as they ftand in charge before 

the feveral Auditors of the land revenue, - 36,726 7 « O / 
From which may be deduéted, 

Rents granted away for ever, but ftill 


continued on the rent-rolls, rents 
granted forterms, and arrears,com- {. 5. dy 


munibus annis, - - 17,530 15 10 
Land tax allowed and deduéted from 
the rents, com. ann. - 3,505 12 7 





21,036 8 g 
a average produce in rents per annum, - 15,684 38 f fit 
mes : ys 01 tie T 10 0 C , 
a yf — of! a 5 a sy 
(lear average prodicce por banum Sree al 23,353 / 
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Penfions, Salaries, and other Payments, charged 
on the Land Revenue. 

Perpetual penfions and other eleemo- 
finary payments, and grantsofan- ff. 5s. @ 
nuities to individuals, - 4:794 17 7 

Salaries to Keepers of prifons and 

caftles, Rangers of forefts, parks, 
&e. - - - 991 0 7 
Salaries and allowances to Welch 
Judges, Sheriffs, and other officers 
of the principality, - - 
Salaries of the Commiffioners of 
Taxes, and incidents in their office, 
which have been ufually paid out of 
the Jand revenue by warrant from 
the Treafury, - - 1,322 0 0 


1,446 10 9 





8,554 S814 


Refidue ~ - ttsBe9 9 9 
Charges of Management. ’ 


Fees and wages to the Auditors, Receivers, and other 
Officers, and incidental charges relating to the land 








revenue, - - - - 3:999 8 3 
Clear furplus per annum, about = + - £ 40,830 1 6 





We have been at fome pains to ftate, in a very particular man- 
ner, the nature and extent of this branch of revenue, that our 
Readers might fee how little it amounts to, and that they might 
judge of the propriety of its total alienation from the crown. 
There can be no doubt that the real value of the fubject in 
queftion is much beyond what it now appears to be; and that, 
while under its prefent mode of management, it can be con- 
fidered merely as a fource of corruption and peculation, which, 
while it retards the improvement of the country, tends to vitiate 
the principles of a numerous body of the people. We therefore 
moft fincerely join with our ingenious Author in wifhing to fee 
the alienation propofed foon effected, as we are perfuaded it 
would prove a fource of great national benefit. 

This treatife is called * Obfervations on the Land Revenue of 
the Crown’—without any limitation—and will doubtlefs be un- 
derftood to apply to the * crown of Great Britain.’ But we ob- 
ferve through the whole that no notice is taken of any fort of 
land revenue derived from that part of Britain called Scotland. 
Though there are doubtlefs in that part of the ifland, as well as 
in England and Wales, royal palaces, caftles, forefts, chaces, 
and parks :—whence arifes this omiffion ? 

A Vite 
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Axt. II. Troifeme Suite, &c. Third Continuation of Thoughts on 
certain Parts of the Mechanifm of Societies. By the Marquis de 
Cafaux. 8vo. 3s. 6d. fewed, Elmiley. 


E have read, with increafing pleafure, this third conti- 
W nuation of the Marquis de Cafaux’s ingenious perform- 
ance, on the Mechanifm of Societies. Were we to indulge our 
juclination, we might endeavour to give fome abridgment of 
thofe ideas, which, in their developement, have afforded us fo 
much fatisfaction; but it is poffible that many of our Readers 
will think we have already appropriated a fufficient portion of 
our journal to this fubjeét: and when we farther contider, that 
inftead of admitting an abridgment, many of thefe notions, 
equally new and ingenious, would rather require to be illuftrated 
by farther comments, in order to bring them witbin the reach 
of thofe who have not been accuftomed to reflect deeply on fub- 
jets of this nature, we cannot help feeling the propriety of con- 
tenting ourfelves, on the prefent occafion, with barely recom- 
mending the prefent performance to thofe few who take delight 
in fuch fpeculations ; not in the leaft doubting but they will 
thank us for pointing out this inftructive, and (confequently, to 
them) entertaining publication. 

It is a juft and ttriking obfervation of our Author, that ‘in 
England, a law, at all times, announces the general degree of 
knowledge exifting in the nation, concerning the object of the 
law at the time of its promulgation.’ It is equally true, that 
under more arbitrary fyftems of government, £ a law on fome 
occafions only announces the degree of knowledge exifting in the 
head of the minifter.?. And even in Britain, fome Minifters have 
been found who were wrong-headed enough, in the hour of exe 
altation, while popularity ran high in their favour, to attempt 
to dictate fome laws that were not confonant to the ftate of 
public knowledge at the time; * but how many of thefe 
laws which did not rife fo high as this general barometer, or 
which have gone a little beyond it, have been quickly revoked, or 
fo modified as to approach nearly to this ftandard? How often 
have not thefe laws decided the fall of the imprudent minifter, 
who had more confidence in the ideas of an individual, than re- 
{pect for general opinion; or of the too zealous adminiftrator, 
who negleéted to infirud? the people before he ventured to /erve 
them?’ Yes, the Public cannot be properly ferved without bein 
previoufly inftructed ; nor can they even be inftructed but by 
flow and gradual fteps. The author, whofe degree of know- 
ledge far exceeds that of the age in which he lives, ftands not in 
the moft enviable fituation ; he may not, indeed, be now prer- 
fecuted like Galileo—or infulted like Columbus,—but he may 


fuffer negleét, like a Bacon, or be, like Machiavel, abufed by the 
multitude, 
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multitude, who could fkim the furface, but could not compres 
hend the gencral tendency of his arguments. In this laf cafe, 
every /itt/e critic, fupported by the general prejudice againft hig 
author, may lafh bim with impunity, and without any know. 
ledge of thofe doftrines which have excited the general alarm, 
may free'y condemn cr ridicule whatever crude notions he may 
chufe to hold up to the Public in their ftead. We will not pro. 
ceed farther in this line; our ingenious Author will perceive 
whither this tends. 

Our acknowledgments are due to the Author for the polite 
manner in which he has taken the trouble to anfwer an objec- 
tion we farted; and which, to us, is entirely fatisfaCtory; but 
which ought to have been more clearly hinted at, if not fully 
explained in the original work itfelf. The word total bein 
marked in /talics is but a very flender hint, indeed, of the Au- 
tho.’s meaning, and even this flender bint we had not the bene- 
fit of receiving, as no fuch mark of diftin&tion occurs in the 
tranflation which we reviewed; nor, in the paffige which gave 
nccafion to our remark, is there the fmalleft indication or referve 
of any kind: the words are general, and ftrongly exprefled, and 
fairly quoted by us [See Rev. April 1787, p. 304. ] Weare happy, 
however, that by ftating the objection, we have given our Au- 
thor an opportunity of explaining particulars, that, if applied to 
other parts of his fyftem, will tend to remove the feeming para- 
doxical and contradi€tory appearance which it muft have, with 
re(peét to ordinary readers. A great deal may be gathered, from 
the little that he has there faid :—but we muft not enlarge. 

We tender our thanks to the Author for the pleafure we have 
received fiom the perufal of his work; and though we cannot 
acquiefce in all hs conclufions, yet we are more and more cone 
vinced that his Thoughts will long be efteemed, by thofe who 
have talents and opportunities for entering deeply into political 
{peculations: they will be in a peculiar manner acceptable to 
thofe whofe minds take no pleafure in gloomy profpedéts that 
induce defpondency, but who rather delight in tracing thofe 
beautiful arrangements in nature, by which the moft falutary ef- 
fects often refult from caufes that are concealed, or which may 
fometimes appear calculated to produce the moft ruinous cone 
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Art. III. The One great Argument for the Truth of Chriftianity from 
a fingle Prophecy, evinced, in a new Explanation of the Seventh 
Chapter of Ifaiah; and in a general Refutation of the Interpreta- 
tions of former Commentators. By Samuel Cooper, D.D. Minie 
fter of Great Yarmouth. 12mo. 3s. 6d. Boards. Robinfons, &c. 


S every new difcovery in any branch of {cience is valuable, 
A all pretenfions of this kind, fupported with ingenuity, 
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merit attention. In the prefent work, Dr. Cooper profeffes to 
caft new light upon a prophecy, which has divided and perplexed 
the Commentators, and which has, in his opinion, been univer- 
fally mifunderftood. 

The prophecy in queftion is [/aiah, vii. 1—16. This paffage 
has hitherto been fuppofed to contain two prophecies, both de- 
livered at the fame time, and referring to the fame event ; name- 
ly, the affuring Ahaz, that the attempts of the combined forces 
of the Kings of Ifrael and Syria againft Jerufalem would be in- 
effectual: and it has been generally agreed, that the latter pre- 
dition, ** Behold a virgin fhall bear a fon,” &c. was to bea figa 
to Ahaz of his prefent deliverance, and at the fame time a pre- 
diction of the birth of Jefus Chrift, The difficulties attendin 
former interpretations our Author ftates in their full force, an 

ounces them infuperable. He then gives his own fenfe of 
the paflace, which we fhall endeavour to lay before our Readers 
as accurately as a concife abridgment will admit. 

The prophet Ifaiah being fent to the idolatrous King Ahaz, 
before the fiege of Jerufalem by the Kings of Ifrael and Syria was 
begun, affured him that the confederate Kings fhould fail in 
their attempt, and that Samaria, after 65 years, fhould ceafe to 
be a people. The former part of this prophecy was, foon after- 
wards, accomplifhed ; yet Ahaz continued to addict himfelf to 
idolatry. ‘The prophet was therefore, after a long interval, fent 
to him again, to endeavour to bring him back to the acknow- 
ledgment of the God of Ifrael. For this purpofe he calls upon 
Abaz, to chufe a fign, or miraculous difplay of divine power, in 
any part of nature. Moreover the Lord fpake unto Ahaz, faying, 
Afk for thyfeif a fign of the Lord thy God; afk it either in the depth, 
or in the height above. Ahaz impioufly refufed the offer, reply 
ing, J will not afk, nor will I make trial of the Lord. The prophet, 
obferving the unconquerable perverienefs of Ahaz, and finding 
that it would be in vain to fay any thing farther to him fingly, 
now addrefled himfelf to the whole houfe of David: Hear 
ye now, O houfe of David, do you not find it a difficult thing to con- 
tend with men? how then, and by what means, are you to contend 
again? God? ‘The prophet now begins the fecond prophecy— 
not 4s a confirmation of the former, which had now been ac- 
. cegmplifhed, but as a prediction of the birth of the Mefiah, and 
the exact period when this great event fhould happen—? he Lord 
himfelf foall give you a fign; Lo! THE virgin jhall conceive and 
bring forth a fon, and thou, O virgin, fhall call bis name Emanuel, 
or, God with us. The prophet goes on to prediét, that, between 
the time of the birth of the Emanuel, and the age in which chil- 
dren ufually acquire knowledge, Ifrae] having long ceafed to be 
a feparate kingdom, Judea alo fhould be deprived of its govern- 
ment. Butter and honey fhall he cat (that is, wiidom and — 
nefs 
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nefs of fpeech fhall he poffefs) before he knows either to lay hold of 
evil or to chufe good (or whilft he continues yet achild). Becauje 
that, before he knows by experience good or evil, the child rejeéts wicke 
edne/s to chufe the good, therefore the land which thou revereft fhali be 
deprived of both ber kings, or governments, ‘The former part of 
this prophecy, Lo, a virgin fhall conceive, &c. was literally and 
completely fulfilled in Jefus, and there is no proof whatever that 
it was fulfilled in any one elfe. The clofe of the prophecy muft 
therefore be underftood to refer to fome event fubfequent to the 
birth of Chrift, in whatever fenfe the word /gn be underftood ; 
that is, it muft refer to fome land which had once two kings, 
or two governments, both of which were finally diffolved, be- 
tween the time of his birth, and his arrival at the ufual age of 
difcretion. And this was exa&ly accomplifhed with refpe& to 
the kingdoms of Ifrael and Judah; for it was during the in- 
fancy of Jefus, namely, upon the banifhment of Archelaus, that 
Judea ceafed to have a government and jurifdition within itfelf, 

Such is our Author’s explanation of the prophecy in quettion. 
We readily acknowledge, that it is ingenioufly and eloquently 
fupported; but, at the fame time, we muft add, that it does not 
appear to us to be without its difficulties, 

It may be afked, whether the fingle phrafe ** The Lord fpoke 
again to Ahaz,” be fufficient to mark two diftin& prophecies, 
delivered at different times ;—whether the original word, ren- 
dered fign, does not moft properly fignify a confirmation of fome 
preceding prediction ;—whether Ifaiah may not be fuppofed to 
cdntinue his addrefs to Ahaz, King of Judah, under the appella- 
tion of the Houle of David ;—whether the Author’s bold devia- 
tions from the Hebrew text, with which he confefles himfelf un- 
acquainted, are to be relied upon; and laftly, whether it be not 
more natural to fuppofe that the prophet, through the whole 
context, has a conneéted reference to the fame events, than that, 
in the midff of predictions which confefledly relate to the affairs 
of Ahaz and Judea, the prophet, rapt into futurity, fhould pour 
forth an infulated predition concerning the Meffiah. 

To avoid the difficulties attending the fuppofition that this 
prediction, either in the whole or in part, primarily referred to 
Chrift, many have attempted to fhew that the whole paflage may 
be explained as refpe&ting Ahaz. Grotius’s explanation of this 
matter in his Commentary on Matthew ii. 23. ought not to be 
overlooked. And Mr. Wakefield, in his Tranflation of the Gofpel 
of Matthew, with Notes, has endeavoured to prove that the ge- 
neral defign of the prophecy was, to aflure Ahaz, that within a 
period of time fufficient for the production of a child, and its 
arrival at maturity, peace and plenty would be reftored to the 
kingdom, and the land of his enemies become defolate. We 
fhall quote Mr, Wakefield’s verfion of the 15th and 16th verfes, 
that 





























Croft’s Sermons. 269 


that the Reader may compare them with our Author’s. ‘* But- 
ter and honey will he eat, when he knows to refufe the evil and 
chufe the good ; for, before this child knows to refufe the evi] and 
chufe the good, the land, by whofe two kings thou art ftraight- 
ened, will be forfaken.” We agree with the writer juft quoted 
in thinking, that ‘* the method of felecting from a prophecy, 
and tearing from the context, what fuits the circumftances of 
Jefus, and rejecting the reft, has too much the appearance of 
ferving the interefts of Chriftianity at any rate, to gain much 
credit with the inquifitive friends of revelation.” Whilft there- 
fore we are very much inclined to pay all due refpe& to the zeal 
and ingenuity of our Author, we have too much regard for the 
caufe for which he is an advocate, to with to fee its whole au~ 
thority refted upon the evidence of a prophecy, which, after all 
that he has advanced, will, we apprehend, be commonly thought 
obfcure, and of doubtful import. An argument which does not 
amount to perfeét demonftration may, neverthelefs, have fome 
weight: the Author’s reafoning is not without plaufibility; and 
every friend of truth will fay of it, Valeat quantum valere puteft. g 
. 





Art. IV. Eight Sermons preached before the Univerfity of Oxford, 
in the Year 1786, at the Lecture founded by the late Rev. Joha 
Bampton, M. A. Canon of Salifbury. By George Croft, D. D. 
late Fellow of Univerfity College, Vicar of Arncliffe, Mafter of 
the Grammar School in Brewood, and Chaplain to the Right Ho- 
nourable the Earl of Elgin. 8vo. 4s. Boards. Rivington. 1786. 


N advocate ex officio is always in fome danger of faying too 
much. It is therefore doubtful, whether fuch inftitutions 
as the Bampton LeCure are of real fervice to the caufe they are 
meant to fupport. At the fame time that they afford an oppor- 
tunity for the difplay of learning and ingenuity, it is alfo 
poffible they may give birth to feeble reafoning, and vague de- 
clamation, which will, in the iflue, afford the adverfary occafion 
of triumph, 

We fee fome reafon to apprehend, that thefe difcourfes will 
be thought to furnifh an example in confirmation of the truth of 
ourremark. Dr. Croft, in executing his defign, which is to 
vindicate our Eftablifhed Church againft the objeétions of the 
principal fecis, frequently overfteps the bounds of moderation, 
and advances pofitions which he will not find it eafy to main- 
tain. ” 

Our Author acknowledges the obligations of natural religion, 
and, at the fame time, inconfiftently denies the poffibility of com- 
plying with them in praétice. ‘* Whatfoever we do, fays he 
(page 8.), actuated folely by motives of common prudence and 
mere morality, hath in it the nature of fin,’ 6 
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On the fubject of prophetic infpiration, Dr. Croft admits of 
double and allegorical interpretations, and juftifies them by an 
analogical argument, not very conclufive. ‘ Among the Latin 
poets, who never foared into the regions of imagination with the 
fublimity of eaftern poetry, there are many paflages which have 
a hidden import beyond the literal meaning.’ According to our 
Author, the fimilarity of the poet’s golden age, to the time of 
man’s innocence, is a proof, that the heathen fables were man 
of them borrowed from the records of truth ;—the fong of Solo- 
mon may, upon the principles of juft criticifm, be fuppofed to 
defcribe. the union between Chrift and his church ;—Sarah and 
Hagar were intended to prefigure, firft the comparative ftate of 
the Ifraelites and the Gentiles, and afterwards that of the Jews 
and the Chriftians; and the fojourning of the Ifraelites in Egypt, 
their journey through the Wildernefs, &c. have a folid founda- 
tion in the morality and doétrine of Chriftianity.’ 

While our Author is himfelf thus difpofed to lay much ftrefs 
vpon types and allegories, it is not furprifing that he fhould at. 
tempi to vindicate the allegorical and myftical language, and to 
apologize for the credulity, of the Fathers. We are glad to find, 
however, that he does not adopt their weak reafoning, fo far as 
to admit the argument for the Trinity from the plural form of 
the name of God in the Hebrew language.—* Perhaps too much 
ftrefs is laid upon the expreffion, ** Let us make man in our 
image.” The plural is frequently applied to one only, and the 
Janguage of confultation is evidently ufed in condefcenfion to 
human infirmity. It were dangerous to reft an article of faith 
upon that, which may be only a mere idiom,’ ; 

For the do&trine of the Trinity, and the Athanafian Creed, 
Dr. Croft is, notwithftanding, a zealous champion. He endea- 
vours to juftify the damnatory claufes of that creed, as merely 
declaratory of the general fentence of divine judgment againtt 
obftinate unbelievers, But before thefe claufes can be vindi- 
cated, even in that fenfe, it muft be proved, firft, that the Atha- 
nafian doctrine is that of the Scriptures; and fecondly, that the 
term of acceptance required in the Gofpel is fomething more 
than 2 good life. 

The Author’s confident affertion, © that the well-known 
pafiage in the 5th chapter of the firft Epiftle of John is new 

-proved to be genuine,’ many will prefume as confidently to 
‘deny. 

On the fubjects of free tnquiry, and toleration, our Author is, 
by ne means, confiftent. At the entrance upon his plan, he lays 
it down as a general pofition, that * Chrift requires no blind de- 
ference to authority and eftablifhed opinions :’ and afterward, 
* To the fpirit of free inquiry alone (fays he) we with to be in- 
debted for the permanency of our church.’ But, in feveral other 
places, 
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‘places, we find him holding a very different language. Dire 
courfing upon our Saviour’s exhortation, ** Yea, and why even of 
yourfelves judge ye not what is right?” he reprefents it as our duty 
to receive the doctrine of the Trinity, without inquiring in what 
fenfe it is true—that is, in other words, to profefs our faith in 
a propofition, without attempting to conceive its meaning. And, 
in another place, he aflerts, that, ‘ if Tranfubftantiation, &c. had 
been found in the facred writers, our oppofition to it would not 
be warrantable.’—What is thic, but fuppofing that God might 
teach, and man be bound to believe, a palpable abfurdity? In 
the fame fpirit, he fays, © The principle which has given a 
fanétion to all the wildnefs and extravagance of enthufiafts and 
fectaries is this, whatever right any body of men claim to fepa- 
rate from a church once eftablifhed, the fame right every indi- 
vidual may claim to form a fyftem of doétrines and opinions for 
himfelf :’ again, * It was an abfurdity referved for modern days, 
to imagine, that every man was qualified and authorized to frame 
a fyftem of belief for himfelf ;’ and ‘ We leave to enthufiafts the 
abfurdity of requiring men to form a fyftem for themfelves.” We 
fhall leave it to Dr. Croft to fay how aman who does not 
form opinions for himfelf, can be faid to * pay no blind defercnoe 
to authority,’ or * of himfelf to judge what is right :’ we only 
’ afk, how large a body of men have aright to feparation ; how it 
is poflible for an individual to know what mafter he ought to 
follow, without comparing their refpective doctrines ; and what 
reafon, without this, any man can give for not being a Prefbyterian 
at Edinburgh, a Papift at Rome, and a Mahometan at Conftan- 
tinople. 

In many places our Author appears averfe to intolerance. He 
acknowledpes ¢ that the fpirit of enquiry ought not to be re- 
trained by human laws.’ Yet, he fpeaks of acertain © ju/? extent 
of power, to which we are not willing to proceed ;’ he expreffes, 
in the ftrongeft terms, his approbation of the prohibition of 
preaching upon the doétrine of predeftination, of which the’ pu- 
ritans complained, afferting, * that no government in any age 
could iflue forth a more wife, a more ufeful, and a more con{ola- 
tory prohibition :’ and he gives it as his opinion, that ‘ the legal 
indulgence granted to ignorant inftructors, though it cannot, or 
will not, be withdrawn, is indeed and in truth a detriment in- 
ftead of an advantage.’—Not, furely, on the whole—elfe it might 
and ought to be with-held: the only difficulty would be to 
afcertain, who are ignorant preachers, and what dodtrines are 
dangerous. 

On the fubject of a reformation in the Eftablifhed Church, Dr. 
Croft fpeaks cautioufly. To the Roman Catholics, indeed, he 
feems difpofed to be fufficiently liberal. Speaking of them, he 
fays, * How far time may effect a re-union is impoflible con- 
jecture ; 
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jecture: the moft probable means will be to lay afide formep 
animofity, and, agreeably to the idea of our firft reformers, to 
imitate whatever is ufeful in their inftitutions, unaffeeted by ing 
vidious appellations, fome of which are the more offenfive becaufe 
they are borrowed, and perverted, from fcripture.’ Why does 
not the Doétor fpeak plainly? Does he mean, that the terms 
Antichrift and the Man o fin have been improperly applied to 
the Church of Rome? Does he prefer the retrograde motion to. 
wards Popery to the direct motion towards reformation? It 
fhould feem fo: for the only improvement which he is willing 
to allow, for the relief of thofe within the church who are dif. 
fatisfied, or for the accommodation of thofe without it who, at 
prefent, fubmit to feparation as a neceflary infelicity, is (p. 160.) 
© fome flight alterations in the Matrimonial Service, and the 
Leffons, a Rubric explanatory of the real tendency of the Atha- 
nafian Creed, and a lefs frequent repetition of the Lord’s Prayer,’ 
Such trifling conceffions as thefe, could not poffibly be fufficient 
to fatisfy the moft moderate of thofe who object to the Athana- 
fian doctrine. The truth is, the prefent enlightened ftate of the 
world renders more fubftantial alterations highly expedient. In 
order to preferve the refpe€tability, and the influence of a reli- 
gious eftablifhment, and render it productive of thofe advan- 
tages to fociety which may reafonably be expected from it, its 
doétrines and inftitutions muft be, from time to time, accommo- 
dated to the general opinions and tafte. In the prefent age, the 
laity, and perhaps we may add the clergy too, have very little 
zeal for controverfy. And they would have ftill lefs, if it were 
kept out of fight in their forms of public worfhip, by fubftitut- 
ing, wherever it is neceflary, the plain words of Scripture, in- 
ftead of the metaphyfical language of the fchools. 

We fhall conclude our remarks upon thefe Sermons, by ex- 
preffing our hearty concurrence with the Author in the following 
liberal fentiments : 

© Many of the extravagancies of every denomination are given 
up, and how many more will hereafter be given up, is impoffible 
to conjecture. Every conceflion brings us nearer to unanimity, 
though the infirmities of our nature will probably always keep 
us at a confiderable diftance from it. But in proportion as men 
are lefs tenacious of outward modes, and lefs addiéted to vain 
fpeculations, they will become more attentive to the effentials of 
religion, they will encourage and promote univerfal benevolence.’ 

The fubjects. of thefe Sermons are; The Uje and Abufe of Rea- 
Son; Objeétions againft Infpiration confidered; the Authority of the 
Ancient Fathers examined ; On the Conduct of the firft Reformers; 
The Charge of Intolerance in the Church of England refuted; Olyt- 
ticns againf? the Liturgy anfwered; On the Evils of Separation ; The 
Prefent State of Religion, with conjectural Remarks upon Prophets 


to be fulfilled hereafter, E 
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Art. V. Profe on feveral Occafions, accompanied with fome Pieces 
in Verfe, by Gearge Colman. 8vo. 3 Vols. 12s. Boards. Cadell, 
1787. 

T has often occurred tous, in reflecting on the various caufes 

which render literary reputation fo precarious, that thofe 
very authors, who have been eager, during their lives, in the 
purfuit of celebrity, have feldom eftimated with juftice the value 
of pofthumous fame ; or at leaft have frequently neglected to adopt 
the proper meafure, by which it might be fecured. How rarely 
are thofe, to whom papers are bequeathed, or who are intrufted 
with the arduous tafk of colleéting the fcattered works of ano- 
ther, bleft with diligence and judgment fufficient for {uch an un- 
dertaking? It is perhaps true, that every perfon views his own 
productions with a partial eye, and may be detrayed into pub- 
lifhing what ought to have been fupprefled ;— yet ftill, the tafte of 
this chofen critic and editor may be equally fallible. While he 
flatters himfelf with the pleafing idea of conferring honour on the 
memory of his friend, he will be in great danger, without un- 
common caution, of expofing it to difgrace. 

How often have we, in our official capacity, been under the 
neceflity of cenfuring collections of this nature? In how many of 
them have the omi/fions been palpable and unpardonable? In how 
many have the indifcriminate admiffions called aloud for con- 
demnation ? 

Mr. Colman, therefore, feems to have been influenced by a 
due regard for his reputation, when he determined on being hime 
felf the Ep1ror of his own fugitive pieces. Thefe are now 
prefented to the Public; and when the bufy life in which the 
Author has long been involved, and his numerous and perpetual 
occupations, ‘are duly confidered, this large addition to the com- 
pofitions which Mr. Colman has formerly publifhed will not be 
perufed without fome degree of furprife. 

In our review of the contents of thefe volumes, we fhall enu- 
merate every piece inferted in them; and we fhall interfperfe 
fome occafional remarks on thofe which have never before been 
publifhed. 

Vou. I. confifts entirely of mifcellaneous eflays, which have 
been publifhed, in different periodical works, but were never 
collected. The ninetieth number of the Adventurer, with which 
we have long been much pleafed, though we were unacquainted 
with the author, takes the lead. It relates the vifion in which 
feveral principal writers are fuppofed to offer the exceptionable 
parts of their produétions as a facrifice, that their names may 
dcfcend fpotlefs and unfullied to pofterity. 

This paper is followed by fifteen numbers of Tue Gentus, 
Criginally publifhed in the St. Fames’s Chronicle. In thele we 
Can often trace that tafte and vivacity, which gave life to fo many 
Rev, OG. 1787. U of 
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of the Connoisseurs. Atthe conclufien of the eleventh is q 
poetical Epifile to a Friend, which the Preface informs us wag 
written by Lloyd. To thefe fucceed fix numbers of Tue 
GENTLEMAN, which firft appeared in The London Packet. Of 
thefe, the Papers on Language are by far the beft; though, in. 
deed, the merit of the whole intitles them to a place in this col. 
lefion, notwithflanding ‘* they were difcontinued,” fays the Pres 
face, ** as abruptly as they were begun.” This volume concludes 
with four numbers of the Terr# Firrus, publifhed daily, 
during the Encenia at Oxford, in honour of the Peace 1763. 
Thefe, we are told, were written while the Author was on an 
excurfion to Oxford, with Thornton and Churchill, neither of 
whom, however, took any part in the publication, 

Vou, II. opens with twenty-one LETTERS and pieces of cris 
ticifm, which were written to promote the interett of the different 
publications in which they appeared. Many of them are in. 

enious, and feveral are very entertaining. 

After thefe, come the REFLECTIONS on the old Englifh Dra- 
matic writers, which, after their firft publication as a feparate 
pamphlet, were prefixed as a Preface to an edition of Meffinger, 
of which an account was given in our Review, vol. xxi. p. 176, 
and vol. Ix. p. 480. To this fuccecd the following pieces in 
profe and verfe: [, PREFACE to the cdition of the Plays of 
Beaumont and Fletcher—M. Review, vol. Ixii. p. 417. Li. Ape 
PENDIX to the fecond edition of the tranflation of the Comedies 
of Terence, 1768, with a Pcft(cript (never before publithed) to 
this Appendix, in anfwer to the Prolegomena and Notes to the 
Varisrum Shakefpeare. ‘Thefe relate to the queftion which has 
been fo frequently agitated, re{pecting the learning of our great 
dramatic poct. Mr. Colman’s opinion is direéily oppefite to 
tnat of Dr, Farmer, and fome other critics. For our own part, 
we ase inclined to think, that the point can never te fo fully 
determined, but that arguments may be adduced to controvert 
any decifion which can te given. But we do not mean to ine 
terfere ;— 

OT p aulig mon suo TE Ra%ov, Mxt Durcmiv aivny 
Optopev, OT Didrdrla per” aupeleposos Cxrwper. 
Homer, Il. A. 

Remarks on Shylock’s reply to the Senate of Venice: never 
before publifhed. ‘IUhe paflage which Mr. Colman here examines, 
4s in the famous judgment {cene in the Merchant of Venice: 

‘* Some men there are, love not a gaping pig ; 
Some that are mad, if they behold a cat; 
And others, when the bagpipe fings i’th’nofe, 
Cannot contain their urine for affection, 
Maiters of paflicn fwayes it to the mood 
Of what it likes or loathes,” 
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In the old books, ‘this paffage has been univerfally allowed to 
he corrupt. Different commentators have pre(cribed different 
modes of cure, but, in Mr, Colman’s opinion, cut nos guale/- 
cumgue fumus, adfentimur, not one of them with fuccefs. He 
therefore propofes, after enumerating the corrections of former 
critics, to add a line, in order to remove the difficulty,—-and he 
reads the paflage thus: 

<¢ —-— Others, when the bagpipe fings i’th’nofe, 

Cannot contain their urine for affection. 

Sovereign antipathy, or /ympathy, 

Miftre/s of pailion, {wayes it to the mood 

Of what it likes and loathes.” 
This is furely very ingenious, as, indeed, are the whole of thefe 
remarks ; but we mult confefs, that we are not fatisfied with this 
method of removing the difficulty, however it may remove the 
defe&t in the conftrudction. | 

OrTHOP#DIA, or Thoughts on public Education. Thefe 
THouGHTs, which were never before publifhed, form a moft 
valuable part of the colleftion; and are written profefledly in 
anfwer to Mr. Locke’s tract on Education. 

Mr. Locke was an enemy to public education: Mr. Colmant 
is a declared friend to it, and, in our opinion, has, by many 
degrees, the beft of the argument. He is more candid than his 
opponent, to whom he is not inferior in obfervation or powers of 
fatire ; and though his remarks are loofe and defultory, they are 
by no means fo immethodical as thofe of Mr. Locke; whofe 
conftant practice, in this work, is to refume in one part of it the 
very fubjet which he appeared to have difmiffed in another. 

We would willingly give a fummary, or /ynoptical view of this 
Effay, if our limits were not too circumfcribed ; but we muft 
ferioufly recommend the perufal of it to every parent and guardian, 
whofe candid attention it well merits. We fhal), however, pre- 
fent to our Readers the following extracts; as they will ferve to 
explain Mr. Colman’s fentiments on this moft important fub- 
ject, to thofe who may not have an opportunity of perufng the 
whole of the remarks : 

© It muft be confeffed, that Public Education, as well as Domeftic 
Tuition, has its faults: but many of the corruptions of {chools are 
brought by the fcholars from home. At home are the foolifh, the 
idle, and vicious fervants, fo mach dreaded by Locke. At home in- 
dulgence takes the place of difcipline, and from home they often 
bring fums of money far beyond their little occafions, by which ar- 
tificial wants are created, and diforders introduced. This laf evil, 
Wholly owing to the indifcretion of friends and parents, has been 
particularly noxious to Public Schools. Mafters can only controul 
and check its influence. Friends and parents alone can prevent and 
extirpate it. 

* Public Schools ought to cultivate the mathematics, as well as 
the clafics, Both might be taught fufficiertly, for the initiation of 
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pupils, during their ftay at a Public School ; from whence they ought 
to be fent to the Univerfities, equally prepared to purfue their philo. 
fophical as their claflical ftudies. 

‘ Public Schools alfo generally detain their pupils too long, 
Youths fhould be difmifled from fchools at the age of fixteen or 
feventeen at the lateft. They are afterwards commencing young men, 
and will not patiently fubmit to the corrections of children.’— 

‘ In general it is unadvifable for parents to fend their fons to a 
Great Public School, fooner than at the period of nine or ten years 
of age; not that I would with the preceding period to be loft and 
buried in ignorance and idlenefs. Let their children in the mean 
while be fent to fome preparatory academy, where they may be 
taught to write, to read, to fpeak French, to dance, to draw, and 
the rudiments of Latin according to the grammar of the fchool for 
which they are afterwards intended. A mafter who cannot, by him- 
felf and his affiftants, fupply his little ftudents with thefe helps, is 
unfit to govern fuch an academy. 

« One great reafon for preference of Public to Private Education 
is this, Schoolboys, being at intervals called home, partake occa- 
fionally of the enjoyments and fociety of a family. Private pupils, 
conftantly confined within one narrow circle, acquire none of the 
freedom and fpirit of a Public Education. 

‘ Travel, where it can be afforded, cannot be accompanied with 
the benefit that ought to attend it from the firft ftage of life, one of 
the periods to which Locke deftines it: but being certainly improper 
at the ufual time and in the ufual mode, may be referved to Locke’s 
Jaft ftage, and therefore properly fucceeding to a removal from the 
Univerfities; when the young traveller, if not fit and able to go 
alone, had better not go at all. 

* Milton has given 4 tra@ate on Education, containing a plan ofa 
{chool and univerfity in one, intended to annihilate all other fchools 
and univerfities, by inftituting as many of fuch academies as might 
be neceffary in different parts of the kingdom. Yet in this plan, ro- 
mantic as he almoft himfelf feems to think it, he has proceeded on 
principles very different from thofe of Locke, and fhewn himfelf the 
friend and advocate of Public Education. He rather follows the 
—" of Plato and Xenophon, than adopts the fyftem of 

ocke. 

‘ His propofed number of pupils is an hundred and fifty, more or 
lefs. He direéts the teaching of languages, mot Sy rote, but by gram- 
mar, and thofe not only modern but ancient, and of the ancient not 
only Latin, but Greek and Hebrew, with the Chaldean and Syrian 
dialects. So far from objecting to repetitions, that he enjoins Gram- 
mar leffons to be got by heart, and poems, and orations not merely to 
be read, but ‘* put to memory, and folemnly announced with right ac- 
cent and grace.” And though, like Locke, he regrets the time thrown 
away in learning one or two languages, yet himfelf appropriates no 
Jefs time than nine years, from twelve to twenty-one, to education. 
He alfo fixes the age of twenty-three or twenty-four as the propet 
time for travel, if travel be neceflary. So that on the whole, though 
I have been hardy enough to enter the lifts with fach a giant antago 
nit as Locke, 1 have Milton to fupport me. ‘i 
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« It appears indeed, on the face of Locke’s traé&, that the prefent 
plan of education is highly preferable to the fyftem that prevailed at 
the time of his writing. The medical management of children is fo 
much improved, that many things which he recommends, as con- 
trary to the praétice of thofe times, are now in general ufe: and as 
to the cultivation of their minds, were he now living, he would no 
longer lament the want of a fixpenny Hiftory of the Bible, or an 
ZEfop with pictures to every fable. The bookfellers have pro- 
vided the little ftudents a Lilliputian library, and every toyfhop and 
ftationer will fupply them with polygons for the vowels, or the whole 
alphabet in cards or ivory, unlefs they fhould rather chufe to fwallow 
it in gingerbread. Geography is learnt by the dice, like the Game 
of the Goofe; maps are diflected into kingdoms and provinces; and 
perhaps to Locke himfeif we owe many of thofe valuable atchieve- 
ments. 

‘ Univerfities, thofe dry-nurfes that fucceed to the firft feminaries 
of education, are alfo much improved in their principles and practice 
fince the zras of Milton and Locke: and if the ftudents do not at 
their departure make due progrefs in their feveral purfuits and pro- 
feflions, the failure muft be imputed to themfelves, who have fo ill 
applied the time they have paffed there. At one univerfity fince the 
time of \Vlilton, a great and tranfcendent genius has advanced the 
career of fcience, as Milton himfelf carried the flights of poetry, 4e- 
yond the vifible diurnal /phere. At the other an acute and able jurif- 
prudent, whofe early lots we ftill lament, inftituted a courfe of lec- 
tures of eftablifhed authority to the profeflional reader, as well as 
affording, in the moft elegant terms, a code of law neceffary for the 
inftruction and perufal of every private gentleman. The ftudents too 
are now lefs bewildered in the labyrinths of logic and metaphyfics. 
To their original refiftance to the principles of Locke perhaps we owe 
much of his prejudice to Public Education. His prejudices, were he 
now a living witnefs of the cordial reception of his doctrines, would 
perhaps vanifh: though he might ftill infift, and not without juftice, 
according to the Yirocinium * of my worthy and ingenious friend 
Mr. Cowper, that Dz/cipline fhould ftand as porter at the gate of 
every college. 

‘ The ftudy of Geography, Chronology, Hiftory, the Elements of 
Natural Philofophy and Geometry, may eafily be reconciled to the 
plan of the early part of Public Education, and fhould be incor- 
porated with it. As to dancing, fencing, and accounts, thefe are 
generally taught by feparate mafters, according to the direction of 
the parents, without need of particular injunétion or ferious differta- 
tion. Painting and mufic are indeed not in fo general requeft, and 
the truth is, that gentlemen practitioners either mifapply much of their 
time, or fall infinitely below the moft common artifts of either pro~ 
feffion. If a trade is abfolutely neceffary to a ftudent and a gentle- 
man, that of a gardener feems to be the moft healthy and agreeable, 





* « The Yirocinium forms part of a collection of poems by W. 
Cowper, Efg. one of which poems is 7ée Taf, a moft admirable 
work in blank verfe, which gives a moft promifing earneft of the Au- 
thor’s intended Tranflation of = in that meafure.’ 
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to which in bad weather may be added the occupation of a joiner or 
carpenter, as on that account both Locke and Ruufleau recommend 
it.. And a f{choolboy is perhaps more qualified even for fuch an ap- 

renticefhip, as well as for the more honourable and hazardous avo. 
eations of the army or navy, than a young gentleman bred ina pri- 


vate family.’ ae 
DisserrATION cn Tails. ‘This humorous letter to the 


printer of the St. James’s Chronicle, in which paper it sppeared 
in 1764, brings up the rear of the Profe in this volume. 

Verses on feveral occafions. Thele confit of a (cere from 
Klopftock’s death of Adsm.—-OnEs to Obfcu: ity and Oblivion * ; 
which we are told, in the Preface, were a picce of boy’s play, 
and written in concert with Lloyd, in order to joke, perhaps 
too licentioufly, with the prettyme//es of one pott, and the eb/curi- 
ties of another.—The Law Student.~-The Rolitad, an heroic poem. 
We with thefe two humorous Cantos had been longer, though 
they contain neither political allufion nor party fatire.—The 
Fable of the Trees.—The Cobler of Cripplegate’s Letter to R. 
Lloyd, written in concert with Garrick.—Ode to any Miniter 
or Great Man.— Fragment of a Love Eiegy.— Aether Shipton, a 
Ballad. —Epitaph on Powell, the Actor —Three Epigrams on 
the Contented Cuckold.—The three Witches at the Jubilee 
Malquerade,—and the Game at Loo. 

So clofes the fecond volume. Of thefe poetical pieces Thy 
Rolliad is the only one, which has not before appeared in print. 

Vor. IIL, Horaris Epiffola at Pifones. Tratiflation, and 
Notes, 

Of this tranflation an account was given in our Review, vol. 
Ixix. p. 144, and p. 201.—It then received our commendation ; 
and on comparing this new edition with the former one, we 
think it zow intitled even to a larger portion of praife. The 
whole has been reviled, and many of the roughneffes, that dif- 
figured a poem, in which eafe was the chief object, are removed, 
and fome obfcure paflages are corrected and rendered perf{picu- 
ous. Among thefe is one ¢ of the verfes in which it appeared 
to us, that the tranflator had outftepped metaphorical propriety. 
Ver. 70. . 
Multa re: sguerk &c. 

Many hall wake reviv’d, that now lie dead ; 
Many fhall fade, and all their glories fhed. 
Tn the firft edition the lines ftood thus: 
Many fhall rife again, that now are dead; 
Many fhall fall, that now hold high the head. 

We thall not attempt to enumerate all the improvements 

which have been made in different places, by the change of a 





* See Review, vol. xxiii. p. 57. 
t+ We objected to another paflage, which Mr. Colman has not al- 


gered. Sed cuique fit fuus guftus, uum judicium. 
: fingle 
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Eaole word or fingle phrafe, but we muft mention that the tranila- 
tion of tic paflage beginning at ver. 46, &c. Jn verbis etiam tenuis, 
fc. appears greatly amended in this new edition. As alfo ver. 
320, in which Mr. Colman has judicioufly admitted Bentley’s 
Homereum into the text and verfion, inftead of Honoratum: 

«© Tf Homer’s hero you bring back to view, 

Shew your Achilles fuch as Homer drew ; 

Adive, warm, brave, impetuous, high of foul, 

Calling to arms, and brooking no controul.” 
The lines alio on the pipe, ver. 202 Tthia non ut nunc, &c. have 
received much additional force and polifh from the Lime Labor, 
which Mr. Colman appears to have applied very fucceisfully. 
He (ems, indeed, to have attended to the rule of his own Hoe 
race : 

—— Ambitivfa recidet 
Ornamenta; parum tlaris lucem dare coget. 

‘«¢ Ambitious ornaments he’ll lop away ; 

On things obfcure he’Il! make you let in cay.” 

After the Notes on the £pi/lie to the Pifos we find fome mif- 
Celizneous poems, 

The Poet's a Town Eclogue: a fatirical dialogue between Ken- 
rick and Bickerftaft.—Some Epigrams.—The Laureat, an Ode, te 
hir. Warton ;—and the following Ode, which, on account of 
its humour, we fhall tranfcribe; as we fhal! the Imitation of the 
thirty-ninth Pialm, which fucceeds it: the letter for the im,?/ruc- 
gion, and the former for the amufement of our Readers. 


PosTHUMOUS WorRK OF S. Jonnson. An ODE, 
April 15, 1786. 
5 
St. Paul’s deep bell, from ftately tow’r 
Had founged once and twice the hour, 
Blue burnt the midnight taper ; 
Hags their dark fpells o’er cauldron brew’d, 
While Sons of Ink their work purfu’d, 
Printing the Morning Paper. 
HI. 
Say Herald, Chronicle, or Pof, 
Which then beheld great Jou nson’s Ghoft, 
Grim, horrible, and fquallid? 
Compofitors their letters dropt, 
Prefimen their groaning engine ftopt, 
And Devils ail grew pallid. 
Hil. 
Enough! the Spectre cried; Fnough! 
No more of your fugacious ftuff, 
Trite Anecdotes and Stories! 
Rude martyrs of Sam Jounson’s name, 
You rob him of his honeft fame, 
And tarnifi all his glories. 


U 4 IV. Firft 


+ 
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IV. 
Firft in the futile tribe is feen 
Tom Tyrers in the Magazine, 

That teazer of Apollo! 
With goofe-quill he, like defperate knife, 
Slices, as Vauxhall beef, my life, 

And calls the town to fwallow. 

V. 
The cry once up, the Dogs of News, 
Who hunt for paragraphs the ftews, 
Yelp out Jonnsoniana! 
Their navfeous praife but moves my bile, 
Like Tartar, Carduus, Camomile, 
Or Ipecacuanha. 
VI. 
Next BoswE.t comes (for ’twas my lot 
To find at lait oxe honeft Scot) 
With conftitutional vivacity, 
Yet, garrulous, he tells too much, 
On fancied-failings prone to touch, 
With fedulous loquacity. 
VII. 
At length—Job’s patience it would tire— 
Brew’d on my lees, comes THRALE’s Entire, 
Straining to draw my picture ; 
For She a common- place- book kept, 
OHNSON at Streatham din’d and flept, 
And who fhall contradi& her? 
VIII. 
THrate, lof ’mongft Fidlers and Sopranos, 
With them play Fortes and Pianos, 
Adagio and Allegro! 
T lov’d THRave’s widow and Tura e’s wife; 
But now, believe, to write my life 
I’d rather truft my Negro *. 
IX 


I gave the Public works of merit, 
Written with vigour, fraught with fpirit ; 
Applaufe crown’d all my labours. 
But thy delufive pages fpeak 
My palfied pow’rs, exhaufted, weak, 
The f{coff of friends and neighbours. 
X 


They fpeak me infolent and rude, 

Light, trivial, puerile, and crude, 
The child of Pride and Vanity ; 

Poor Tufcan-like Improvifation 

Is but of Englith fenfe caftration, 
And infantine inanity. 








* His black fervant. 
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Xl. 
Such idle rhymes, like Sybil’s leaves, 
Kindly the fcatt’ring wind receives ; 
The gath’rer proves a fcorner. 
But hold! I fee the coming day! 
—The Speétre faid, and ftalk’d away 
To fleep in Poets’ Corner. 


PSALM XXXIX. 


IMITATED IN BLANK VERSE. MDCCLXXVI. 


I will take heed, I faid, I will take heed, 
Nor trefpafs with my tongue; will keep my mouth 
As with a bridle, while the finner’s near. 
—Silent I mus’d, and ev’n from good refrain’d ; 
But, full of pangs, my heart was hot within me, 
The lab’ring fire burft forth, and loos’d my tongue. 

Lord, let me know the meafure of my days, 
Make me to know how weak, how frail I am! 
My days are as a fpan, mine age as nothing, 
And man is altogether Vanity. 
Man walketh in an empty fhade; in vain 
Difquieting his foul, he heaps up riches, 
Knowing not who fhall gather them. And now 
Where refts my Hope, O Lord? It refts in Tueg. 
Forgive me mine offences! Make me not 
A {corn unto the foolifh! I was dumb, 
And open’d not my mouth, for ’twas Thy doing. 
Oh take thy ftroke away! Thy hand deftroys me. 
When with rebukes thou chaft’neft man for fin, 
Thou mak’ft his beauty to confume away ; 
Diftemper preys upon him, as a moth 
Fretting a garment. Ah, what then is Man? 
Every Man living is but Vanity ! 
Hear, hear my pray’r, O Lord! oh, hear my Cry! 
Pity my Tears! for I am in Thy fight 
But as a ftranger, and a fojourner, 
As all my fathers were. Oh, {pare me then, 
Though but a little, to regain my ftrength, 
Ere I be taken hence, and feen no more!’ 

The volume concludes with Mr. Colman’s Prologues and 
Epilogues, which are numerous ; and as moft of them muft long 
live in the memories of our Readers in general, it is needlefs to 
recapitulate the title of the plays to which they were prefixed, 


or the occafions on which they were compofed. ~ 
Such are the contents of thefe three volumes, from which we 
think the Public, ** which doth feldom play the recanter *,” will 
receive the fame degree of pleafure, they have fo frequently de- 
Tived from the productions of Mr. Colman’s pen, while the 
Author will add a new fprig of laurel to the wreath, with which 
his brows have long been decorated. B... “ye 





* Shakefpeare, Timon of Athens. 
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Ant. VI. Six Narrative Poems. By Eliza Knipe. gto. 3s. 6d, 
Dilly. 1787. 
HE Authorefs, in her dedication to Sir Jofhua Reynolds, 

»  fays—-* Lefteem my/clf nighly honoured by the permiffion 
to dedicate the following poems to yous; nor could I with them 
a better tate thaa to be thought worthy of your acceptance: [ 

, fear they can have no pret nfions to that honour, but as the 
early efforts of an unlettered Mufe, who trembles at the severity 
of critici/m, and who does not hope much even from candour,’ 
This, however, is a !anguaze which a writer like Mrs. Knipe 
fhould never hold. Rea! merit, it fhould be remembered, is an 
«cis on which it is fcarcely poffible that even the fhafts of envy 
and mal-ce fhould make an impreffion ;—what then is to be ap- 
prehended from thofe Criticifms ¢ It is no doubt highly neceflary 
that Criticifm fhould be at all] times armed, and ready for attack; 
but then it fhould not be uncharitably imagined that fhe is will- 
ing to throw her darts at random, or that fhe would wantonly 
harafs the merit which it is rather her duty to cherifh and de- 
fend. , " 

Thefe poems are intitled—The Vizir—The Village Wake—The 
Return from the Crufade—The Pruffian Of cer—Atomb ka and Oma- 
za—Humanity. The * Retura from the Crufade’ and the ¢ Pruf- 
fian Officer’ are Tales in the manner of the legendary flories of 
old, of which there are numerous examples in the * Reliques of 
ancient Poetry ;’—-and they are related in that unaffeéted and 
artlefs flow of numbers which never fails to gain upon the heart; 
—that heart, we mean, of which Nature, and Nature only, has 
been the fafhioner, 

The following picture of the horrors and calamities of war is, 
jn our opinion, finely coloured : 


THE Prussian OFFIcer *, 
aa x * Xe 


¢ Light, from his couch, the warrior rofe, 
And view’d the redd’ning Eaft. 


The Morning crimfon’d o’er the ky, 
As blufhing to behold 

The numbers that ere night muft die, 
By Pride or Av’rice fold ! 


‘The trumpet bade the troops prepare ; 
The fteeds impatient neigh’d ; 

And ftreaming to the ambient air, 
The hoftile banners play’d. 


* * * * 


eee ———e 
* The principal circumftances, in this poem (fays the Author) are 
taken from the life of Ewatp Cuaristian Von Kxaist, prefixed 

$0 his works, 
Now 
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Now clouds of fmoke tumult’ous blend, 
The balls, loud whifiling, fly; 

While thouts, and deaf’ning clamours, rend 
The over-arching fky. 


Confufion flaps her raven wings, 
And, from her dreary cell, 

Triumphant Difcord wildly {prings, 
With ail the brood of Hell. 

A thoafand fcreaming Spedtres ride, 
On ev’ry pailing gale, 

That ope their greedy noftrils wide 
And iteams of gore inhale, 

On ev’ry fide exulting Deat 
Stalk’d by, in hideous form ; 

But Ewa p, prodigal of breath, 
Brav’d Danger’s wildett ftorm. 


Swift, to the batt’ry’s fmoky breaft, 
O’er heaps of flain he flew: 
3eLLoNna plum’d her blazing cref, 
And triumph’d at the view. 
* * * I 
Beneath his horror-gleaming fword, 
What foes un-number’d fell, 
Let PLavens’ bloody vale record, 
And Ausrria’s widows tell,’ 
The other poems have likewife confiderable merit; but we 
have not room for farther extracts, We therefore take our leave 
of Mrs. Knipe, heartily recommending her unlettered Mufe, as 


fhe is pleafed to cal] her, to the care and attention of the Public. . 
e @ ; 





—_— 


Art. VII. Weft-Indian Eclogues. 4to. 28. Lowndes. 1787. 


HESE Eclogues defcribe, in not unpleafing numbers, the 

fituation of the unfortunate Africans: who, torn from 

their native country, are doomed to pafs their lives in flavery, 

and (as our Author would give us to underftand) to fuffer under 

the lath of the moft cruel and tyrannical of human beings, the 

planters in the Weftern Ifles,—or [which makes little difference] 
their overfeers, and Negroe-drivers. 

Much has been lately written on the fubje& of plantation fla- 
very :—but that writers have greatly exaggerated in their ace 
count of the eruelties exercifed towards the Negroes, we have 
every reafon to believe. The African is undoubtedly ruled with 
a rod of iron,—but then it fhould be remembered that (as many 
contend) he is not to be worked on by affeétion, but held in obe~ 
dience by fear ; and that the owner is driven to that mode of rule 
by a kind of political neceflity: by the confideration that it is in 

) : ) fuck 
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fuch a conduét, in fuch a government, that the fafety of himfelf 
and family depends. If, therefore, the punifhment of the refrac- 
tory flave is occafionally fevere, it is not inflicted in wantonnefs, 
but for the purpofe of keeping his brethren in awe, and for de- 
terring them from mutiny and revolt, to which they are not a 
little prone. With refpect to the traffic, the trading in this un- 
happy people, it is another matter.— How far it may be juftifiable 
we do not take on us to fay. 

The following defcription of mid-day within the Tropics, 
will ferve as a fpecimen of our Author’s poetry : 


Noon. 


¢ Now downward darts the fierce meridian ray, 
And Nature pants amidft the blaze of day ; 
Though pitying Ocean, to her fuff’rings kind, 
Fans her warm bofom with his weitern wind. 
Now the huge mountains charm the roving eye, 
Their verdant fummits towering to the fky. | 
The cultur’d hill, the vale, the {fpreading plain, 
The diftant fea-worn beach, the rutiled main, 
The anchoring bark o’erfpread with awnings white ; 
All now appear in robes of dazzling light. 
The feather’d race their gaudy plumes difplay, 
And fport and flutter ’midft the glowing day ; 
The long-bill’d humming tribe now hover round, 
And fhew their tints where bloffloms moft abound. 
With eyes intent on earth, well pois’d in air, 
Now ufeful Vultures feek their fated fare. 
Where curls the wave, the Pelican on high, 
With beak enormous and with piercing eye, 
If chance he fees a watry tenant rife, 
Now headlong drops and bears away his prize. 
Now variegated flies their pinions {pread, 
And fpeckled lizards ftart at every tread— 
Now oxen to the fhore in pond’rous wains, 
Drag the rich produce of the juicy canes: 
Now wearied Negroes to their fheds repair, 
Or {preading tree, to take their fcanty fare. 
*T was now beneath a Tamarind’s cool retreat 

- "Two fable friends, &c.’ 

The ingenious Author affures us, in his prefixed adverti/ement, 
that he refided feveral years in the Weft Indies, and that the 
fcenes he has celineated fell under his aé?ual obfervation.— He has 
added Notes, to illuftrate the paflages where the names of pé- 
culiar things are introduced, as fubjefts of Natural Hiftory, 


&c. &c, coll, lb ae 


ARM. 
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Arv. VIII. Monafticon Hibernicum ; or an Hiftory of the Abbies, 
Priories, and other religious Houfes in Ireland. Interfperfed with 
Memoirs of their feveral Founders and Benefactors, &c. Illuftrated 
with Plates. By Mervyn Archdall, A. M. Member of the Royal 
Irifh Academy. 4to. 11. 5s. Boards. Robinfons. 1786, 


UR learned Readers are fufficiently acquainted with the 

Maonafticon Anglicanum of the celebrated Dugdale. This 

being a fimilar work, will, no doubt, be very acceptable to the 
lovers of ecclefiaftical antiquities. 

Ireland feems to have been almoft totally over-run by Monks. 
The pofleflions which, by the accounts here given, the feveral 
religious orders held in that kingdom, feem nearly equal to half of 
the ifland. How the monaftic ftate came to gain fo many ac- 
guifitions in the country, is a matter of very curious inveftigation; 
and we could have wifhed fome able hiftorian of our fifter-nation 
had favoured the Public with the caufes of fo uncommon an 
afcendancy. If Saint Patrick, who firft eftablifhed the Monkith 

rofeffion in Ireland, had been remarkable for his benevolence, 
or had the doétrine he preached been of temporal advantage to 
the receivers of it, we fhould not wonder to find many of the 
inhabitants eagerly and ftrenuoufly embracing the auttere life, 
which, it is generally believed, the Monaftic orders, in the earlier 
ages of Chriftianity, obferved. ‘The living in affluence and eafe 
(as the Monks, by every account we have received of them, cer- 
tainly did) was indeed a fufficient motive for indolent and de- 
figning men, to deceive the ignorant and infatuated wretch on 
his death-bed, with a promife, nay an aflurance, of happinefs in 
another world, in lieu of his earthly wealth: and this was, pro« 
bably, the moft fertile fource of the immenfe revenues which this 
ufelefs and underferving body of men poflefled. ‘Their feveral 
orders, by the apparent uncommon re¢titude of life and manners 
in their firft profeflors, gained univerfal efteem among the igno- 
rant and unfufpecting multitude, and they found no great diffi- 
culty in obtaining every thing that their unbounded avarice, am- 
bition, or luxury, could fuggeft; of this the Knights Templars 
have alfo furnifhed a remarkable inftance. As we do not recol- 
lect to have feen, in fo narrow a compafs, fo juft an account of 
this order, in any other publication, or of the vaft riches they 
had acquired, we fhall lay before our Readers what Mr. Arch- 
dall fays of their diflolution : 

* 1312. This vear, on the morrow of Lucia the Virgin, the Moon 
appeared varioufly coloured *; on which day it was finally deter- 
Wy that the order of the Knights Templars fhould be totally abo- 

ned. 


—» 





* What concern the Moon had in the event does not appear. 
* Nothiag 
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« Nothing could fo well fuit the tafte of an age tinctured with alf 
the elevating fpirit of romance, and heightened by every fpecies of 
religious enthutiafm, as the inftitution of the order of the Knights 
‘Templars, about the year 1118. The Chriftian world was fo highly 

leafed with the unexampled goodnefs of their firft profeffors, that in 
the fpace of 126 years, from the frit inilitution of the Knights Tem- 
plars, they were pofl fled of ano lefs number than goco manors in 
Chriftendom ; and at the time when it was determined to put a pe- 
riod to their exiftence, they were in actual pofleflion of 16,000 lord- 
fhips. A prince fo jealous of his prerogative, and naturally fo ava- 
ricious, as Philip King of France, behe!d the rifing greatnefs of thefe 
Knights with an envious and malignant eye. The blacknefs of the 
acculation brought againit them, at firti awakened the attention of 
the Public, and ‘then ‘raifed their deteitation. ‘Their Juxury, their 
intemperance, and impurity, cannot, even at this c:ftance of time, 
be denied, but thofe crimes were indeed too general in that age to 
bear fo peculiarly hard againft the unfortunate Templars. The people, 
however, were iiruck with horror at an accumulated charge now 
brought againft thefe Knights; they were accufed of forcery, unna- 
tural lufts, and idolatry ; a charge fo grofs as almoft to furpafs human 
belief. It was ealy for Philip to carry this iniguitous tranfaction 
through his courts; and upon proof, the eitates, houfes, and effects 
of the order were feized and fequeflered into the hands of commif- 
fioners, and their perfons were fecured in caftles, prifons, &c. The 
amazing acceffion of property which was likely by this perfecution to 
accrue to the crown of France, foon induced our King, Edward II, 
to follow the example of Philip. As thefe two princes were alike 
favoured by the Pope, the charge brought againft the Templars in 
France was held in England as confefled, and it was publicly or- 
dained by the King and his Council, that all of that order through- 
out his dominions fhould be feized. This command was carried into 
immediate execution.—The depofitions againit the ‘Templars were 
weakly fupported, yet they were condemned; but more indeed 
through blind compliance with the prevailing practice throughout the 
other parts of Europe, than any demerits being proved againft their 
perfons*. Their lands and poffeflions of every kind were beftowed 
upon the Knights of St. John of Jeruialem by the Pope, which grant 
was however confirmed by the King, who at the fame time entered a 
proteft of his rights againft the aflumed power of the Pope.’ 

The work before us contains many particulars, which will 
gratify the antiquary’s curiofity ; but the prefent proprietors of 
lands, formerly belonging to the monafteries here detcribed, are 
the perfons to whom this publication will be moft ufeful ; and it 
is the more valuable on account of its being compiled from au- 
thentic official records, the truth of which cannot be called in 
queftion. As to the utility of the work, with refpeét to the ge- 
neral hiftorian, little can be expected from it, fince it is chiefly 
confined to local circumftances ; fome particulars, however, may 
be here met which are no where elfe to be found. 


ov 


* Arbitrary governmicnis are never at 2 lofs for evidgace to crimi- 


nate the rich, R m, 1 
aa * ART. 
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Arr. IX. The Hiftory and Antiquities of the Colleges and Halls in the 
Univerfity of Oxford. By Antony Wood, M. A. Now firft pub. 
lithed in Englifh, from the original Manufcript in the Bodleian 
Library ; with a Continuation to the prefent Time, by the Editor, 
John Gutch, M. A. Chaplain of All Souls’ College. 4to. 11. 6s, 
in Sheets. Oxford, printed ; fold by Rivington in London. 1786. 


R. Wood’s Hiflory and Antiquities of the Univerfity of Ox- 

ford, begun about the year 1656, was completed fome time 
about the year 1068. It confifted of two Parts; the firit being a 
general hiftory of the Univerfity, from its inftitution to the year 
16493 the fecond, a hiftory of the ancient and prefent Schools, 
Theatres, Le€turefhips, &c. together with a hiftory of the feve- 
ral Colleges and Hal's, from their firft foundation, down to the 
year 1668. To the whole of this was fubjoined an Appendix, 


and Proétors : alfo of the High Stewarcs and Parliamentarie Bure 
efies of the Univertitie.’ 

For the compilation of this elaborate work, the Author, by 
means of Dr. Wallis, obtained leave to confult the Univerfit 
regifters, monuments, and writings. Efe was much delighted, 
fay his biographers, with thefe records, and took fo much pains 
in carrying on his work, that his conititution and health were 
much impaired, and his acquaintance obferved a very material 
alteration in his perfon. After he had extracted from thefe write 
ings every thing he thought ufeful for his great undertaking, he 
went to London, with letters of recommendation, from Dr. 
Thomas Barlow, then Provoft of Queen’s Cellege, to Sir Wil- 
liam Dugdale; by whofe means he obtained leave to perufe fome 
manufcripts in the Cotton Library, and had free accefs to the 
records in the Tower. 

With thefe advantages Mr. Wood could eafily furnifh himfelf 
with authentic facts ; yet the labour in collecting them muft have 
been immenfe, and the judgment in felecting what would be 
ufeful, and in rejecting what was {tperfiuous, muft have required 
time and attention; fo that we cannot fufficiently admire his 

reat afliduity in order to bring fo elaborate a performance toa 
conclufion, in fo fhort a time. On the 22d of Odtober, 
the Univerfity of Oxford offered him the fum of One Hun~ 
DRED Pounps for the copy of this work; he accepted it, and 
received the money on the 2gth of March following. What 
Gfionifbing LIBERALITY !! A London porter, even in thofe days, 
would have earned above five times the money,—in the fame 
number of years. 

This purchafe was made for the purpofe of tranflating the 
work into Latin. The yerfion was accordingly performed, under 

12 the 
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the infpection of Dr. Fell, Dean of Chrift Church, and publithed 
in 1674, in folio, under the title of Hi/foria et Antiquitates Unie’ 
verfitatis Oxonienfis, duobus voluminibus comprehenfa. 

‘i Wood was greatly difpleaied with this tranflation, as ap- 
pears from many p:flages in his Athen. Oxon. where he makes 
heavy complaints of the injury done to his book (Vid. vol. 2d, 
Col. 853. 2d edition). Tne Editors of the Biographia Britan- 
nica give a remarkable inftance of the tranflators wilful mif- 
seprefentation of the Author’s meaning. (Vid. vol. v. p. 3403. 
Note P.) 

Seeing this Latin edition fo very faulty, he began in Auguft 
1676 to revife the whole of his Englifh copy, continuing the 
General Hiftory, or firft Part, down to the year 1660; and the 
fecond Part down to 1695. This copy, fairly tranfcribed in 
two very ample volumes folio, he bequeathed to the Univerfity 
of Oxford ; and they are now depofited in the Bodleian Library, 

© The fecond article,’ fays the Preface to this publication, * of 
the 2d part of this manufcript, or the Hiftory of the Colleges 
and Halls, is here given to the public. And as the Editor, by 
the obliging affiftance of his friends in thefe focieties, has been 
enabled to continue their hiftory down to the prefent times, and 
fometimes to correct the Author’s miftakes, many additions have 
beeh made, and much new matter inferted. But all fuch addi« 
tions are inclofed in crotchets, and never intermixed or con- 
founded with Wood’s text, which is exhibited with all poffible 
fidelity. 

. if this fpecimen fhould be favourably received, the Editor 
propofes to publifh all that remains, confiftently with his health, 
and his frequent avocations.’ 

As to the manner in which Mr, Gutch has executed his of- 
fice as an Editor, we can only fay that there is no reafon to 
fufpect his fidelity in giving a true copy of the original: the ad- 
ditional matter is on the fame plan with that of Mr. Wood, and 
feems to be accurate. ‘The annotations and references with 
which he has enriched the original text, mutt alfo be highly ac- 
ceptable to thofe antiquaries who may have occafion to confult 


the work, A <I. 


Art. X. Philefophical and Mifcellaneous Papers, lately written by 
B. Franklin, LL.D. &c. &c. 8vo. 3s. 6d. Dilly. 1787. 


OST of the Papers which compofe this volume have al- 
ready pafled under our notice. 

The firft, fecond, third, and fourth, o Smokey Chimneys; the 
fifth, 4 Defcription of a new Stove for burning Pitcoal and con- 
Juming all the Smoke ; the feventh, on Hygrometers ; and the eighth, 
containing fundry maritime Odfervations; were publifhed in the 

14 fecond 
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fecond volume of the Tranfadtions of the American Philofophical 
Scciety. Of thefe our Readers will find an account in our late 
Review of that publication. 

The fixth Paper contains feveral meteorological conjectures: it 
is dated at Pafly (near Paris), in May 1784. 

The ninth, intitled, Jnformation to thofe who would remove to 
America; and the tenth, Remarks on the Savages of North Ame- 
rica, were publifhed together in London in 1784, and we gave 
an account of them in our Review, vol. Ixxi. p. 146. 

The eleventh is On the iaternal State of America. It is written 
in the ufual ftyle of its great Author. it is fimple, plain, juft, 
and forcible. The true interefts of America are fhewn in a full 
point of view; and the people are exhorted to maintain and im- 
prove the bleflings which they now may enjoy. Speaking of the 
difcords at prefent fubfifting in America, our Author fays: 

‘It istrue, that in fome of the States there are parties and 

difeords; but let.us look back, and afk if we were ever without 
them? Such will exift wherever there is liberty; and perhaps 
they help to preferve it. By thecollifion of different fentiments, 
{parks of truth are ftruck out, and political light is obtained. 
The different factions which at prefent divide us, aim all at the 
public good; the differences are only about the various modes 
of promoting it. Things, a€tions, meafures, and objeds of all 
kinds, prefent themfelves to the minds of men in fuch a variety 
of lights, that it is not poffible we fhould all think alike at the 
fame time on every fubjeét, when hardly the fame man retains at 
all times the fame idea of it. Parties are therefore the common 
lot of humanity; and ours are by no means more mifchievous 
or lefs beneficial than thofe of other countries, nations, and ages, 
enjoying in the fame degree the great bleffing of political 
liberty.’ 
The principal fources of the increafing wealth of America are, 
inour Author’s opinion, agriculture, and fifheries. To thefe he 
adv:fes tne Americans to be peculiarly attentive, ‘and then,’ fays 
he, ‘the power of rivals, with all their reftraining and prohibit- 
ing acts, cannot much hurt us.’ 

The twelfth and laft piece in this colle&ion is A Letter to 
B— V— Efq. on criminal laws, and the practice of privateer- 
ing. It contains chiefly an examination of two pamphlets, 
Thiughts on Executive Fujftice; and, Odfervations concernant [ Ex: - 
cution del’ Article Il. de la Déclaration fur le Vol, The former, 
woich recommends the hanging of al{ thieves, is difapproved ; 
While the latter, which is for proportioning punifhments to of- 
fences, is praifed by our Author. 

Privateering is teverely cenfured, as being tota'ly contrary to 
the principles of equity and morality. The pract:ce is altogether 
robbery, and is as much a violation of juftice as any other fpecies 
of theft or plunder whatever. . The States of America have al- 

Rey. O48, 1787. x ready 
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ready put in practice the benevolent principles of our Author for 
abolifhing privatecring, by offering in all their treaties with other 
powers, an article, that in cafe of a future war, ho privateer 
fhall be commiffioned on either fide. “This laudable and gene- 
rous propofition has already been received, much to the honour 
of the parties, by Pruffia, of which our Readers will fee an ac- 
count in our Review for October Jaft, p. 309. Would it were 
univerfally adopted by all nations on the earth ! R- oe 





Arr. XI. Conclufton of our Acccunt of Dr. Forfter’s Hiftory of the 
Voyages and Difcoveries made in the North. See our lait Appen- 
dix. 

HE third Book ** Of the Voyages and Difcoveries made in 

the North, in mocern Times,” fets out with relating the 
voyages made by the Portuguefe along the coaft of Africa: in 
the courfe of which the Canary Ifles, thofe of Cape Verde, the 

Azores, Madeira, and Porto Sancto, were difcovered ; and the 

Author fubjoins fome general remarks on the ftate of navigation, 

and the government of Europe, toward the end of the fifteenth 

century. The remaining part of this Book is fubdivided into feven 
chapters, on the difcoveries of the Enghfh, the Dutch, the 

French, the Spaniards, the Portuguefe, the Danes, and the 

Ruffians ; all in the North. 

The Englifh voyages, here recorded, make but a fmall part 
of what might have been given, if the Author had thought pro- 
per, as any perfon may fee, who will be at the trouble of con- 
fulting the Collections of Hackluyt and Purchafe; and yet they 
fill twice the {pace that is occupied by the other fix chapters, 
all together. “hey confift of thofe which fellow: 

I. The voyage of John Cabot and his fons to the coaft of 
North Americz, in 1496. 

II, The voyage performed by Mr. Hore and others to New- 
foundland and Cape Breton, 1536. 

Ill. ‘The unfortunate voyage of Sir Hugh Willoughby round 
the North Cape of Europe, 1553. 

IV. ‘The voyage of Mr. Richard Chancelor to the White Sea, 
1555: 

V. The voyage of Stephen Bourough to Nova Zembla and 
the Straits of Waigatz, 1556. 

VI, Martin Frobither’s three voyages for the difcovery of a 
North-weit Paflage, 1576 *, 1577, and 578. 

VIL, A voyage made by Arthur Pet and Charles Jackman, in 
1580, in fearch of a North-eaft paflaze to China and the Eaft 
Indies ; and in which they pafled the Straits of Waigatz, but 
were not able to proceed farther on account of the ice. 


> 
— 





wf Our Author has it 1567; but we fufpe& it to be an error of the 
preis. ‘The voyage was certainly made in 1576. 


VIII, The 
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_ VIII. The voyage of Sir Humphrey Gilbert, and others, for 
eftablifhing colonies in North America, under a grant from 
Queen Elizabeth, 1583. 

IX. The three voyages of Capt. John Davis, 1585, 1586, 
and 1587, for difcovering a North-weit paflage to the Pacific 
Ocean. 

X. The voyage of George Waymouth to Davis’s Straits, and 
the coaft of Labrador, 1602. 

XI. The voyage of John Knight to the weftward, 1606. The 
Doétor has abridged the account of this voyage in fuch a manner, 
that if he had not, accidentally, mentioned Newfoundland, in 
their return home, we fhould not have been able to determine 
what quarter of the world it was made to, without confulting 
Purchafe, from whom ict is taken. 

XII. The voyage of James Hall to Weft Greenland, in 16123 
where he was flain by one of the natives, in revenge, as is fup- 
pofed, for his having taken fome of them away with him in a 
former voyage, which he made in the fervice of the King of 
Denmark. This voyage is remarkable on account of the firft 
practical attempt being made in it for determining the longitude, 
by obfervation, that is to be met with on record; for although 
much had been written on the fubject before that time, nothing, 
as far as we know, had been done in it. For the honour of Eng- 
land, alfo, let it be known, that the attempt was made by an 
Englifhman, and an Englifhman who had not been in any fo- 
reign fervice: for, notwithftanding Dr. Forfter afcribes it to 
Hall, who had been in the fervice of the King of Denmark, 
it is manifeft, from the manner in which it is narrated, that the 
operator was William Baffin, who wrote the account which we 
have of this voyage, and who has alfo recorded two other at- 
tempts of the fame nature, made by himfelf, in his voyage with 
Robert Bylot, in 1615. 

XII1. The three voyages which were made by Henry Hudfon, 
for finding a paflage into the Pacific Ocean; firft by failing di- 
rectly toward the North in 1607, then toward the North-eaft 
in 1608; and laftly toward the North-weft in 1610: in the 
laft of which his crew mutinied, smd put him, with eight other 
perfons, into a {mall boat, and turned them adrift, in confe- 
quence of which they were never heard of afterward. 

XIV. Several voyages to Spitzbergen, and the iflands which 
lie in its neighbourhood, between the years 1603 and 1612. 

XV. The voyage of Sir Thomas Button, to Hudfon’s Bay, 
partly in fearch of a North-weitt paflage, and partly to look for 
Hudfon and the men who were expoled with him. This voyage 
was undertaken in the year 1612, and the crew returned to Eng- 
land in 1613, having wintered in a river in Hudfon’s Bay, cailed 


Nelfon’s River, after Mr. Nelfon,-Button’s firft mate, who died 


a2 and 
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and was buried there. Button’s journal was never publifhed, 
and all we.know of the voyage is gathered from fome extra&s 
which were given by Sir Thomas Roe to Capt. Luke Fox, for 
his inftruction when he went on his voyage for the difcovery of 
a North-weft paflage in 1631 5 and were inferted by him in his 
introduétion to the narrative of his own voyage. From the un- 
connected extraéts which we are in pofleffion ef, there is un- 
doubtedly great reafon to believe that Button’s journal contained 
many very important obfervations relative to the tides, and other 
objects of natural hiftory, in that part of the world; feveral of 
which may, poffibly, never have occurred to, or been noticed by 
thofe who have followed him thither: and, on this account, we 
cannot help lamenting, with Dr. Forfter, that his journal has 
never been publifhed, and that it is now, probably, loft for ever. 

XVI. A voyage to the coaft of Labrador, in 1614, by Capt. 
Gibbons, a friend and companion of Sir Thomas Button’s, 

XVII. A voyage made by Fotherby and Baffin to Spitzber- 
gen, 1614, partly on difcoveries, and partly to fith. 

XVII{. Another voyage, by Fotherby, to the fame parts, 
1615. 

XIX. A voyage by Robert Bylot and William Baffin, to Hud. 
fon’s Bay, in the fame year. 

XX. The celebrated voyage made by the fame two perfons, 
in 1616, in which they difcovered and coafted a!] round Baffin’s 
Bay: a work which no navigator has been able to effe& fince! 

XXI. Account of a voyage, faid to have been made fome time 
between the years 1613 and 1631, to Hudfon’s Bay, by Capt, 
Hawkridge, who was an officer in Sir Thomas Bution’s expe- 
dition. 

XXII. The voyage of Capt. Luke Fox to Hudfon’s Bay, 
te for the difcovery of a North-weft paflage into the Pacific 

cean. 

XXIII. The voyage made by Capt. Thomas James to Hud- 
fon’s Bay, in the years 1631 and 1632, for the fame purpofe. 

XXIV. Capt. Zach. Guillam’s voyage to Hudion’s Bay, for 
the purpofe of fettling a colony there. Dr. Forfter has annexed 
to the account of this voyage, fome remarks on the Hudfon’s Bay 
Company, the ftate of their factories, and their commerce to 
that part of the world, collected from Dobbs, Ellis, and other 
writers on that fide of the gueftion ; in which he has retailed all 
the abfurd ftories, whimfical reveries, and extravagant opinions, 
with which thefe Authors have endeavoured to miflcad their 
readers; and which, from our own perfonal knowledge, we can 
affirm are what we now reprefent them. At the fame time he 
appears to have overlooked al! later information, which, as it 
comes through a channel where felf-intereit and the violence of 
party are out of the quettion, may, with more reafon, be a 
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ended on; and he is, moreover, wholly unacquainted with the 
prefent ftate of the Company’s concerns, and even with the fitua- 
tion of their faCories. 

XXV. The voyage of John Wood for the difcovery of a 
North-eaft paflage, between Spitzbergen and Nova Zembla, 
in 1676. 

XXVI. Three voyages made along the North-welt coaft of 
Hudfon’s Bay, from Fort Churchill, at the expence of the Hud- 
fon’s Bay Company, in 1720, 1722, and 1737. 

XXVII. Capt. Middleton’s voyage to the North-weft coaft 
of Hudfon’s Bay, for the difcovery of a paflage into the Pacific 
Ocean, in 1741 and 1742. 

XXVIII. The voyage made in the Dobbs and California, for 
the fame purpofe, in 1746 and 1747. 

XXIX. Capt. Phipps’s voyage towards the North Pole in 
177% See Review, vol. lii. p. 120. 

XXX. The two voyages made by Lieut. Pickerfgill and Lieut. 
Young, to Davis’s Straits, in 1776 and 17977. 

XXXI, Capt. Cook’s voyage to the Northern Ocean, between 
the continents of Afia and America, in 1776, 1777, 177851779» 
and 1780 *, 

We cannot omit remarking, on this chapter, that our Author 
feems particularly, and we think, in fome meafure, unjultly fe- 
vere in his ftrictures on the Englifh voyagers. 

Their conduct has, no doubt, fometimes been bad enough; 
but not, that we can fee, worfe than that of their neighbours. 
We therefore think the Door has not dealt juftly by tranfcrib- 
ing, at great length, all their bad actions, and even highly exe 
aggerating them in fome inftances, while he pafled over, in en 
tire filence, fimilar enormities in the voyagers of other nations. 
It would not become us to bring this charge of partiality, much 
lefs that of having wilfully exaggerated the crue!ties which have 
been committed by Englifhmen, without fupporting that charge 
by producing inftances of it. 

Page 278, he ridicules, with great juftice, as well as feverity, 
the idle and cruel practice of feizing and carrying away the na- 
tives of uncivilized countries, in order to inftruct them in the 
principles of the Chriftian religon; when, moft probably, they 
are obliged to kill fome of them in doing it; or, if they are fo 
fortunate as to effect their purpofe without death, it is fufficient 
cruelty to carry away a man, who was, perhaps, the whole fup- 
port of a numerous family, by which means that family is lefe 
to ftarve in an inhofpitable region. Thus far we perfectly agree 
with the Doctor, and only afk, why thefe remarks are applied 
particularly to the Englifh, and the Englifh alone? They never 





* See Review, vol. Ixx. p. 460; and vol, Ixxi. p. 48. 122, and 283. 
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were more remarkable for this fuperftitious folly (to call it by no 
worfe name) than other nations; and have long been much 
Jefs addiGted to it, than moft other Europeans. But when he 
talks of the Englifh attacking the innocent natives of Weft Green- 
land, unprovoked, he forgets that he had himfelf related, but a 
few pages before, that * after he [ Frobifher] had made them fome 
prefents, the inhabitants came on board the fhip (this was evi- 
dently before any quarrel had happened), and the next day one 
of them came on board in the fhip’s boat, and was taken afhore 
again; but the five failors who were with him, went to the na- 
tives, contrary to orders, and neither they or the boat were ever 
feen again. Upon this, he feized on a native and took him along 
with him,’ &c., With what propriety then does Dr. F. call 
them the © innocent natives,’ and talk of the ‘ unprovoked attacks’ 
which were made on them by the Englifh? But we with to call 
the attention of our Readers to the mode of expreffion which the 
Doétor has thought proper to make ufe of on this occafion, 
From it we are left to fuppofe, that the people might have run 
away with the boat, or that it might have been Joft with the 
people in it, without the natives being to blame at all in the 
matter; but in the original account of this voyage, written by 
Beft, who was Frobifber’s Lieutenant, and printed by Bynnyman, 
in 1578, immediately after thefe voyaces were completed, it is 
exprefsly faid that ** the boat was intercepted by the natives,” 
This is not urged with a defign to excufe the E-nglith for retaliat- 
ing on thefe puor people ; thev were utterly inexcufable for doing 
fo; but it is meant to fhew Dr. Forfter’s want of candour tothe 
Englith nation, from whom he has received fo many favours, 
and where he and his family might have been well and comfort- 
ably provided for, if his own unhappy difpofition had not ren- 
dered it impoffible for any perfon to keep upon terms with him. 
This affair, though fufficiently cenfurable, is but a trifle to 
what the Doétor has done in his account of the very extraordi- 
nary voyage which was performed by M. Hore and others to 
Newfound!and, in 1536, p. 293. We call this an extraordi- 
nary voyage, becaufe we cannot conceive how any but the moft 
depraved of human beings could be driven to the neceflity of 
murdering, and feeding upon, their fellow-creatures, in fuch a 
place as Newfoundland, where fifh abounds ; and where, by their 
own account, there are great numbers of birds and other animals. 
But let this be as it may, Dr. Forfter has thought it neceflary, 
in order to throw a greater degree of odium on his good friends 
the Englith, to render the horrid bufinefs yet more horrible by a 
direct falfification of the account which he found in Hackluyt. 
Dr. Forfter’s relation runs thus: * One of them (the Englifh) 
came behind another who was digging up fome roots, and killed 
him, with a view to prepare himfelt a meal from his fellow- 
creature § 
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creature’s ficfh; and a third, fmelling the delicious odour of 
broiled meat, went up to the murderer, and by threats and me- 
naces extorted from him a fhare in this fhocking meal.’ 

Hackluyt fays, ** And it fortuned that one of the company, 
driven with hunger to feek abroad for relief, found out in the 
fields the favour of broiled flefh, and fell out with one for that he 
would fuffer him and his fellows to ftarve, enjoying plenty as he 
thought: and this matter growing to cruel {pee ches, he that had 
the broiled meat, burit out into thefe words; If thou wouldett 
needs know, the broiled meat that I had was apiece of fuch a 
man’s buttock. The report of this brought to the fhip, the Cap- 
tain found what became of thofe that were mifling ; and was 
perfuaded that fome of them were neither devoured with wild 
beafts, nor yet deftroyed with favages.”’ 

Here, fo far from the third perfon forcing from the murderer 
a part of, and partaking with him in the horrid repaft, knowing 
what it was, it is manifeft that he was totally ignorant of what 
it confifted; and only exprefled his anger, that he fhould en- 
joy, as he thought, plenty, and at the fame time fuffer his com- 
panions to ftarve. He could not be a partaker of it, becaufe, it 
is plain, the murderer had fintfhed his meal before the alterca- 
tion began, from his words, ** the meat which J had.” It is 
farther evident, that the third man was impreiled with a proper 
idea of the enormity of the other’s crime, by bis making a report 
of it to the Captais, whofe horror on the difcovery is very fully 
fhewn by his conduct on the occafion, as related by Hackluyt. 
But the idea which Dr. Foriter’s account conveys is, that they 
were all equally guilty, and equally ready to perpetrate thole 
horrid and deteftable — But farther, 

Very few Englith readers, and perhaps few of any other na- 
tion in Europe, will read with pleafure what Dr. Forfter has faid 
relative to his friend Capt. Cook, as he every where affects to call 
him. His conduct on this head reminded us very forcibly of 
Dangle, in the Critic, who affents, in the moft unequivocal 
terms, toa long catalogue of the moft ridiculous follies which 
Sir Fretful i is charged with, one after another, adding to each 
affent, ‘* Notwithitanding he is my friend.” ‘Vhe Doétor takes 
great pains to excul pate himfelf from the refleétions which have 
been made on his conduct in fome of his late writings, where it 
was prefumed he had endeavoured, as far as he could, to tear the 
well-earned laurel from Csok’s brow, in confequence of their 
quarrels in the voyage when the Doctor went with them, He 
talks alfo of ‘the tear which fricnd/bip pays to his pomerys: and 
beftows on his ¢ dear friend’ many general commendations ; but, 
in the midft of all this, he more than infinuates that he was 
guilty of fome of the meanel and bafeft crimes, fuch as treating 
his officers and midfhipmen with rudenefs (p. 407), and doing 
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il! offices at the Admiralty, on his return home, to thofe who 
did not fubmit in filence to his bad treatment of them. He ac. 
cufes him, in pretty exprefs terms (p. 404), of want of condu@; 
and aflerts, pofitively, that his death was occafioned by giving 
way to his diforderly paffions ; mode///v lamenting, ‘ that, in this 
laft voyage, he fhould have had no friend with him, who by his 
wifdom and prudence might have w:th-held and prevented him 
from giving vent to them.’ 

It may be afked where the proofs are which fupport thefe ac. 
cufations of imbecillity and criminality in fuch a charaéter as 
that of Cook. We think that the Author, in regard to his own 
reputation, fhould not have advanced one, without bringing the 
others forward at the fame time; but, at prefent, the whole refts 
on Dr. Forfter’s word. On the other hand, we have the exprefs 
teftimony, as well of his officers as of others who failed with 
him, in direét cppotition to the Dodior’s imputations. We were 
ourfelves intimately acquainted with Mr, Pickerfgiil, the perfon 
whom he mentions to have fuffered in regard to his preferment 
by Capt. Cook’s malicious refentment, and can affirm that Mr, 
Pickerfgill never knew, or ever thought that he had been mif- 
reported of, or otherwife injured by him, as he continued to 
{peak of Capt. Cook with refpect and attachment, to the day of 
his death. 

The Doétor’s fecond chapter, § On the Difcoveries made in 
the North by the Dutch,’ begins with affigning the motives 
which firft induced the Dutch to attempt voyages on difco- 
very ; and he concludes that their principal inducements to it 
were, ‘intereft, and the powerful motive ‘A revenge. he fettling 
of this account does not concern us. He adds, * It cannot be 
denied, that the Dutch have, in former times, contributed (next 
to the Englifh) more than any other nation, to the knowledge of 
the different countries and nations of the North.’ As Englifh- 
men, we return the Doétor thanks for this piece of civility ; 
which, though faid in a parenthefis, we are willing to accept in 
part of payment for the many cruel Jafhes he has laid on the 
Englith in his firft chapter ; and having thus quitted fcores with 
him, as it were, on the fpot, we fhall proceed to enumerate the 
contents of the fecond. ‘The voyages recorded in it are, 

I, That by William Barentz, ovsliee Corneliffon Nay and 
Brand Yjbrands, in fearch of a North-eaft paflage by Nova 
Zembla, in 1594. 

II. A voyage, made in 1595, toward the fame parts, and for 
the fame purpofe. The name of the Commander is not men- 
tioned ; but it appears, from Purchafe, that William Barentz was 
the chief Pilot, and ‘James Heemflerke chief Faétor. 

IIf.-A third voyage toward Nova Zembla, in fearch of 2 


North-eaft paflage, was undertaken in 1596. The chief = 
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mand was given to Facob von Heem/fkerke, and the place of chief 
Pilot to William Barentz. After having traced the coaft of Spitz- 
bergen as far as 80 degrees North, they went to that of Nova 
Zembla, where they were befet with ice, and the fhip was loft; 
in confequence of which, the voyagers were obliged to pafs the 
winter on Nova Zembla. Here they fuffered innumerable and 
inconceivable hardfhips. In the following fummer, they went 
from thence, in two open boats, to Kola, ia Lapland—a diltance 
of near 400 Dutch miles, or 1200 Englith miles, During this 
dreadful navigation, they loft their whole truft, and dependence, 
by the death of /VYilliam Barentz, who was, without doubt, one 
of the moft fkilful navigators which thofe times afforded. 

[V. A voyage made in the Dutch fervice, by the celebrated 
Henry Hudjon, in 1609. 

V. A fhort account of the difcovery of Jan Mayen’s Ifland, 
and of feven men who were left to winter there in 1623, but who 
were all found dead on the 7th of June following. 1 heir jour- 
nal was, brought down to the 3oth of April 1634. 

Vi. A note from the Philofophical Tranfactions, No. 118, 
concerning fome Dutch fhips which had failed to 80 degrees of 
North latitude, and about 120 Eaft longitude. 

VII, VIIL. and 1X. Notes concerning Dutch Greenlandmen, 
but which contain very little information, except that fome Dutch 
failors wintered at Spitzbergen, in 1633, and returned fafe to 
Holland in 1634. 

X. The celebrated voyage of the Caftricom and Brefkes, two 
Dutch fhips, which failed from the ifland of Ternate, one of the 
Moluccas, in 1643, to examine the Northeeaft coaft of Tartary, 
and that part of the Pacific Ocean which lies to the eaftward of 
it, Thefe thips were feparated by a gale of wind off the South. 
eaft point of Japan, and failed, in different tracks, along the 
eaftern fide of that ifland. Having pafled the northern extremity 
of it, they proceeded fingly on their intended expedition, and 
both fell in, as they thought, with a very extenfive tra& of land, 
called by the natives %efo; but which has fince been found to 
confift of feveral iflands, being the moft foutherly and wefterly 
of thofe called the Kuriles. The difference between the accounts 
given by thefe two fhips, and the modern Ruffian difcoverers, 
has been the occafion of great difputes among geographers; and 
many have been inclined to think the two lands different: but 
there appears to be very little reafon for this fuppofition, as lands 
of the magnitude which the Dutch reprefent that of Jeo to be, 
could not exift in thefe feas without having been difcovered long 
before thistime. Dr. Forfter, in order to reconcile the two ac- 
counts, is willing to fuppofe, as M. Muller had done before, that 
the land which now forms the Kurilian ifles might, at the time 
when the Caftricom and Brefkes faw it, be one continued land ; 
which, 
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which, fince that time, has been rent afunder by earthquakes, 
and parcelled out into fmall iflands, as it appears at prefent, 
Forming hypothefes is one great trait in our Author’s charader; 
and there is a way of doing thefe things which is well enough ; 
but Dr. F.’s are generally on a fcale too vaft to come within our 
comprehenfion, the narrowne(s of which may, perhaps, be the 
caufe of our averfion to the practice of calling in the grand 
and terrib/e operations of nature to reconcile the petty dif- 
ferences of opinion between men of {cience, or to account for 
the ordinary occurrences which pafs under their obfervation, 
Not a fingle circumfiance, fimilar to what muft have happened 
here, is to be met with in hiftory. The moft dreadful ravages by 
earthquakes which are on record, are thofe of Lima, Lifbon, 
and the late one in ltaly: but notwithftanding the effeéts of 
thefe are as dreadful as can well be conceived, they will not bear 
any degree of comparifon with the confequences of that which 
Mr. Muller and Dr. Forfter fuppofe to have taken place to the 
North-eaft of Japan. But granting that earthquakes had hap- 
pened, as dreadful in their confequences as that muft have been 
which thefe gentlemen call in to their afliftance, it may, we 
think, be afked, with great propriety, why we have recourfe to 
thefe extraordinary means of refolving a difficulty, while others, 
much more fimple and equally efficacious, are at hand? Captain 
King, who, we make no doubt, had Witzen, the firft, as tar as 
we know, who publifhed the account of this voyage, before him, 
though we have not, fays, p. 388 of the Continuation of Capt. 
Cook’s Account of his laft Voyage, that the Caftricom ** failed 
along the South-eaft coaft [of this land] about fixty leagues, in 
a confiant fog.” Can any thing farther be wanting to convince 
perfons, who have been in fuch a fituation, how eafy it was for 
the people of the Caftricom to be deceived, and to take that for 
a continued land, which, had it been clear weather, they would 
have feen confifted of a number of iflands lying near one ano- 
ther, as the Kuriles do? 

XI. The account of a Dutch fhip which was fent to Smearem- 
berg for train oil ; this article being then manufactured there, 
and brought home afterwards. Not finding a fufficient quan- 
tity of oil ready for her, fhe failed, as it is faid, ** ftraight on 
to the northward, and at the diftance of two degrees from it *, 
went twice round it.” Of another Dutch fhip which ‘* had 
navigated under the very Pole, and found the weather as warm 
there as it ufed to be at Amfterdam in fummer.” And, Jaftly, 
of two other Dutch fhips which had failed to the 8gth degree of 
Jatitude, and found no ice ; and that the variation of the compals 


was there § degrees. 





= We fuppofe the Pole is meant, but’the word is omitted. 
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‘ The Doétor concludes this chapter with obferving, that we 
often meet with fhort hints, in books and charts, relative to, 
Jands which are faid to have been difcovered formerly, without 
being able to find more circumftantial accounts concerning them; 
though, moft probably, fuch accounts may exift in obicure or 
fcarce authors; and he gives a number of inftances of this kind 
which are faid to have been Dutch difcoveries, requefting from 
the learned of all nations fuch farther information concerning 
them as they may be able to give him. but notwith{tanding 
fome of the very difficulties which are bere mentioned, together 
with feveral others of the like kind, bave occurred to ourlelves; 
and though we have read a great deal on thefe {ubjects, we are 
not able, as we could wifh we were, to afford him a fingle hint 
relative to any of the points he mentions, In addition to the in- 
ftances of this kind given by our Author, we fha!l add, becaufe 
it is in the quarter to which his work relates, that in the map 
annexed to Foxe’s North-weft Fox, three iflands are inferted to 
the North of Spitzbergen, in latitude 82° North, and called 
there Shefferde Orcades; but we have never met with a fingle 
hint any where elfe concerning them. 

The third chapter, ‘ Of the Voyages and Difcoveries made by 
France in the North,’ begins with acknowledging the paucity 
of French difcoveries ; more efpecially toward this quarter of the 
world. The firft he mentions are rather reports than accounts 
of two voyages, faid to be made in 1506 and 1508, by Jean 
Denis and Thomas Hubert, to Newfoundland. 

II. A voyage made by John Verarrani, a Florentine, but in 
the fervice of Francis I. to the coafts of North America, in 1524. 
Dr. Forfter fays, that Verarrani failed along the Eaft coalt of 
America from 30 to 56 degrees of North latitude, and was ab- 
fent from the 17th of January tothe 8th of July. 

Il. IV. V. The three voyages of James Cartier to Newe 
foundland, and the Gulf and River of St. Lawrence, in 1534, 
1535, 1540, the two firft under the immediate patronage of 
Francis the Firtt, and the latter under the direction of Francis de 
la Rogue, Lord of Roberval, who was created Lieutenant Gene. 
ral and Viceroy of Canada, and the countries and iflands which 
are in the neighbourhood of it. 

VI. A voyage to the fame places, undertaken by Roberval 
= his brother, in 1549, in which both are faid to have pe- 
rifhed, 

VII. A voyage undertaken by the Marquis de la Roche, in qua- 
lity of Lord Lieutenant to thefe countries. He took with him 
about 40 criminals, out of the different prifons in France, whom 
he landed on the J/le de Sable, and ftood away for the coaft of 
Nova Scotia, then called Acadia. After making fuch refearches 
as he thought proper, he returned to France, without haying it 
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in his power to take back with him the poor wretches he had 
left on the [fe de Sable. They remained on that wretched and 
defolate ifland until the reign of Henry 1V. who being informed 
of their fituation, fent a fhip to bring them away, after they 
had been feven years on the ifland. Only 12 of the 40 were 
found alive. 

VIII. Account of a fhip which is faid to have failed from 
China to California, in 1709. 

The fourth chapter confifts of nine articles. 

I, and II. contain a few hints relative to four voyages made 
by the Spaniards in fearch of a North-weft paflage to the Eaft 
Indies, in 1524, 1537, 1540, and 1542. The firft was from 
Spain, by the dire€tion of the Emperor Charles V.; the fecond 
from New Spain by direétion of the celebrated Cortez, the con- 
queror of Mexico; the third and fourth from the fame place, by 
direction of the Viceroy Antonio de Mendoga; but nothing was 
done to the purpofe in any of thefe voyages. 

III. An account of a pretended difcovery of the Straits of 
Anian, by Andreas Urdanietti, in 1556 or 1557. 

IV. and V. The voyage of Franci/co Gualle, to examine the 
Straits between Afia and America, 1582, which proved ufelefs; 
alfo an account of the pretended difcovery of “fuan de Fuca. 

VI. Another impotent attempt from New Spain, on the 
North-weft coaft of America. 

VII, The voyage of Seba/tan Vizcaino, in fearch of a harbour 
on the Weft coait of North America, 1602, as far as Cape 
Blanco. 

VIII, The ftory of Admiral de Fonte’s difcovery of a paflage 
from the Pacific to the Weftern Ocean. 

IX. The voyage from New Spain, in 1775, under the direc- 
tion of Don Antonio de Buccarelli, for making difcoveries on the 
Weft coaft of North America. 

The fifth chapter, on * the Voyages and Difcoveries made by 
the Portuguefe in the North,’ contains fix articles. 

I. The voyages of Gafpur de Cortereal and his brother Mi- 
chael, in 1§00 or 1501, to Newfoundland, and the coafts of 
Labrador; in which Dr. Forfter fuppofes he difcovered the 
mouth of Hudfon’s Straits: both brothers were loft in future 
voyages. 

Il. Dr. Forfter infifts on the priority of right which the 
French, Spaniards, and Portuguefe have to fith on the Banks of 

Newfoundland. He had difcufled this matter at great length in 
the chapter of Englifh voyages ; and he has added nothing new 
on the fubject in this article. If it be their right, they muft 
take it—if they can. 

III. Contains a long ftory of an Englith failor, who *‘ fwore, 
in 1579, that he had heard a Portuguefe mariner, fix years be- 
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fore, who read in a book, which he had written himfelf, fetting 
forth the time of writing it, that 12 years before, coming from 
India (the Weft Indies no doubt), he had failed through a gulf 
near Newfoundland until he came, by his reckoning, to 59 de- 
grees of North latitude ; and after having fhot the faid gulph, he 
{aw no more land until he fell in with the Weft coaft of Ireland,” 
And what of all this! the gulf was, undoubtedly, the Gulf of 
St. Lawrence; and he had made a {mall miftake in his reckon- 
ing, as to latitude, in running along the Eaft coaft of Labrador. 

1V. Some hints relative to the land of Jefo, from the Portu- 
guefe Jefuit De Angelis, and Father Jacob Caravallio. 

V. Conjectures relating to the land, firft inferted in the map 
of Peter Texeira, between Afia and America, and called the land 
of ‘cas de Gama. 

VI. ‘fhe ttory of the Portuguefe fhip which is faid to have 
failed from Japan, through Behbring’s Straits, and round the 
northern Capes of Afia and Europe, to Portugal. 

Chapter VI. on ‘ the Voyages and Difcoveries of the Danes 
in the North,’ contains feven articles : 

I. The firft is an account, given by a Monk of Iceland, of a 
voyage which had been undertaken from that place, with a view 
of diicovering a North-eaft paflage to China; but which proved 
fruitlefs. 

II. U1. and IV. The voyages which Hail and Knight, two 
Englifhmen, mede in the fervice of the King of Denmark, and 
under the direction of Count Lindenau, in 1605, 1606, and 1607, 
to Weft Greenland. Hall reached the latitude of 69° North, in 
his firft voyage, on the Weft coaft of Greenland. It is not faid 
how far Lindenau went up the Eaft coaft of that country; but 
he appears to have made very free with the natives, and meets 
with no cenfure. 

V. The voyage of ‘ens Munck to Hudfon’s Bay, 1619. He 
wintered fomewhere about Caurchill river; and, in the courfe 
of the winter, the whole company, confifting of fixty-four per- 
fons, died, except himfc}f and two more, who, in the fume 
mer tollowing, made fhift to bring one of the flips home. 

VI. Contains the account of a voyage made by the Danifh 
Greenland Company, 1626. 

Vil. Is an account of a letter fent to the Editors of the 
Journal dgScavans, by M de la Lande, and inferted in that pub- 
lication, for Nov. 17733 giving an account of a voyage, faid to 
be made by a Danifh fhip that failed from Bornholm (which does 
not exift) in Norway, through Hudfon’s Bay, into the Pacific 
Ocean, above California; and thence round Cape Horn, through 
the Straits of Le Maire, home. It is difficult to conceive what 
view JZ, de la Lande could have in putting his name to fuch 
a fable: 
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a fable: few who know him will believe that he could himfelf be 
impofed on by it. 

Chapter VII. is rather an account of the feveral nations which 
compole the vaft empire of Ruffia, or from which its prefent in. 
habitants are defcended, than a hiftory of the voyages and dif. 
coveries made by them; for which our Author refers to the col- 
le&tiors of Muller and Pallas. He concludes his work with 
© General Remarks on the difcoveries made in the North; to- 
g: ther with phyfical, anthropological, zoological, botanical, and 
mineralogical reflections on the objeéts which occur in thofe 
regions. 

‘On the whole, though this work, like all the Author’s other 
publications, contains much bypothefis and conjecture, as well 
as fome miftakes, and many peevifh and ill-natured reflections, 
particularly on the Englifh; yet it includes alfo, a great deal of 
ufeful information, which is, in general, well felected ; and we 
make no doubt this publication will afford a large fund of amufe- 


ment to a multitude of readers, Was 





Arr. XII. Essay IV. Ox the Nature and Principles of Public Credit. 
Containing Obfervations on a Syitem of Redemption laid down in 
the late Act of Parliament; and on the Means of preferving the 
Sinking Fund in its proper Line of Service: together with a brief 
Account of the Rife, Progrefs, and prefent State of the Public 
Debts. 8vo. 2s. 6d. White. 1787. 


R. Gale divides this Effay into four fe&tions; in the firft 

of which he confiders the contents of the late A&t for 
difcharging the public debt. By this A&, one million per ann. 
together with fuch annuities for lives or years as fhall from time 
to time elapfe or expire, and alfo the interefts and dividends on 
fuch parts of the debt as fhall therewith be redeemed, fhall be 
carried to the account of the Commiffioners of the Sinking Fund, 
to be by them Jaid out in the purchafe of Stocks; and that, in 
cafe new loans fhould render it expedient, fuch fums carried to 
the account of the Commiffioners {liall be applied toward fuch 
new loans, the intereft of which is to be provided for by new 
taxes, as if the loan had been made by private individuals. 

The original intention of the A&@ was to apply the Sinking 
Fund facredly and inviolabiy to the redemption of the debt, as 
well during war as peace. But, by applying the Sinking Fund 
to the new loans, the actual redemptions can take place only in 
time of peace: therefore the laft mentioned claufe of the A& de- 
feats its original purpofe ; and fuch parts of the debt as fhall be 
redeemed during peace muft inevitably be again incurred during 
war. This is the fubftance of Mr. Gale’s general objeétion to 
the Act in its prefent form: he adds alf& other reafons to prove 
that 
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that the fyftem of redemption Jaid down in the A@ is not only 
extremely defe€tive, but even entirely ineffectual. The appli- 
cation of the Sinking Fund to the purchafe of Stock has a natu- 
ral tendency to increafe the prices to be paid for the redemption, 
and thereby encourages f{peculative purchafes in the market, 
which will increafe the price {till more: on the other hand, 
when a war is to be apprehended, the {peculative adventurers, 
who had before flocked to the market as purchafers, naturally 
crowd to market as fellers, and thereby deprefs the value of 
Stocks below what they otherwife would be. The redemption 
would therefore be made at an advanced price, and by a new 
Joan a new debt would be incurred at a lower price; and confe- 
quently the lofs would be inevitable. 

Mr. Gale ftates feveral cafes to exemplify the truth of his 
reafoning, which prove that a greater quantity of Stock, or of 
Annuity, muft be granted for every 100/, of loan, than can be 
redeemed by every 100/, of the Sinking Fund; and confe- 
quently the debts and incumbrances, inftead of being kept within 
more reafonable bounds, muft neceflarily be increafed, by the 
very act of making the propofed redemption. 

In the fecond fetion, our Author proceeds to point out the 
means whereby the Sinking Fund may be preferved in its proper 
line of fervice, as well during war as peace, fo that the above 
mentioned Jofles may be avoided, with a mutual advantage both 
to the nation and its creditors. 

In order to apply the Sinking Fund properly, our Author 
fays, © it is indifpenfably neceflary that the debt to be redeemed 
fhould confift of redeemable Stocks, whofe market value fhall be 
conftantly as much (or more than as much) above par as fhall be 
required to be allowed, by way of premium for the advancement 
of new loans.’ He then proceeds to explain how this may be 
effe&ed ; viz. © by a converfion of the debt into Stocks bearing a 
higher intcref than that of the market, fubject to a limited tender 
for the periodical redemption of the capital.’ 

The third fe@ticn treats * of the comparative values of Annuity 
Stocks bearing different rates of intereft, and fubje& to different 
tenders for their redemption.” Here the Author proceeds on the 
principles delivered in his fecond Effay, of which our Readers 
will fee an account in our 73d volume, p. 418. The principal 
theorem which he here inveftigates is as follows: 

‘ If any Annuity Stock or capital, bearing any rate of intereft 
higher than that of the market, be fubject to any limited tender per 
cent. for its periodical redemption at par; the value of fuch Stock 


will bear the fame proportion to the nominal capital, as the {um of 
the sender and interef? on the Stock fhall bear to the fum of the sender 


and market intereft.’ 
Our limits will not permit us to lay before our Readers Mr. 


Gale’s demontftration of this theorem, fince it is intimately con- 
nected 
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nected with, and derived from, a long algebraical procefs cone’ 
tained in the fecond feétion of his fecond Efflay. We therefore 
refer the curious analyft to the work itfelf. 

The fourth fection of the prefent performance contains a brief 
view of the rife and progrefs of the public debts of Great Bri. 
tain®; Mr. Gale here po:nts out the miftakes that have hereto. 
fore been made with refpect to the manner of conducting the 
funding fyftem, and the eafe with which thofe miltakes might 
have been from time to time reétified, by a converfion of the 
debt. The converfion of the debt in his opinion is ftiil praGi- 
cable, and the only method that can be of benefit both to the 
creditors and the Public. 

The Author has added to this Effay a large Appendix, con- 
taining many valuable tables of the comparative values of re- 
deemable annuity Stocks, bearing different rates of intereft, fub- 
jet to different tenders for the redemption of the capital, by the 
help of which the calculations are rendered lefs laborious. 


* Mr. G. ftates the public debt at the commencement of the year 
1786 — £ 270,000,000, and the intereft or annuity thereon, at 
£ 9,500,000. When the troubles with America broke out in 1775, 
the amount of the debt was £ 136,000,coo; fo that it was nearly 
doubled in the fpace of 8 years, wiz. from 1775 to 1783; and the 
debt annually incurred during that time was £ 17,000,000. Such an 
inftance of expenditure cannot be equalled in the hiftory of any 


t 
country : Rd ~~ fine’ 


Arr. XIII. Odferwations on the Nature, Kinds, Caufes, and Preven- 
tion of Infanity. By Thomas Arnold, M.D. Vol. If. 8vo. 7s. 
Boards. Cadell. 17386. 


E gave an account of the former volume of this work in 

our Journal for July 1782; in which we obferved that 

the Author was a man of extenfive and accurate reading. The 

continuation of his learned work fully fupports the epinion we 

had formed of its merits, and of the Author’s Jabour and dili- 
ence, as well as his literary abilities. 

The firft eQion of this volume contains a relation of the va- 
rious appearances obfervable in bodies on difle€tion, colleGed 
principally from Bonetus and Morgagni. This account con- 
cludes with feveral general remarks on the ftate of the body 
after death, as fet forth by Haller. 

In treating the causes of infanity, our Author treads, as he ace 
knowledges, on flippery ground. The enquirer is undoubtedly 
liable to much ob!truG.on and perp;exity from the intricacy of 
the road, and from the imperfe& lights on which he is obliged 
torely: it is often, indeed, extremely dificult to fix any firm 
aud fure footing, and the urmoft caution is abfolutely neceflary 
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In order to make any confiderable advances toward truth and 
certainty ; nor is judgment lefs requifite if we would avoid fall- 
ing into error, or bewildering ourfelves in doubt or obfcurity. 
Avoiding all conjectures and fubtle reafoning, that too frequently 
darken rather than elucidate any abftrufe fubje&, Dr. A. adheres 
to the plain dire¢t paths of experience and obfervation, and ar- 
ranges fuch canfes as are known to produce infanity, in the clear- 
eft ard fimpleft manner, according to the moft diftin& divifion 
of them into remote and proximate: the former containing all 
thofe caufes which have commonly been marfhalled under the 
different kinds of predifpofing and occafional; and the latter thofe 
twhich are fo neceffarily conneéted with the difeafe, that the 
one exifting, continuing, changing, or ceafing, the other muft 
of courfe exift, continue, change, or ceafe.’ Of remote caufes our 
Author is enabled to fpeak with fome degree of precifion, fincea 
confiderable knowledge of them may be obtained by experience 
and obfervation ; for the greater part of them areeither the imme- 
diate objects of our fenfes, or direétly deducible from known facts 
which are fo. He divides them naturally into two kin¢'s, bodily 
and mental; and each of thefe are fubdivided into feveral [pecies. 
Weare under the neceflity of reminding him that in our account 
of his firft volume we charged him with too flavifh an adherence 
to methodical arrangement. We are by no means enemies to me- 
thod, when it is neither fanciful nor artificial ; but we cannot 
commend it when it is founded on circumftances neither diftiné& 
nor importante enough to lead to folid and ufeful deductions. 
Dr. A. after his extenfive fyttematical table of the divifions of the 
bodily and mental remote caufes of infanity, launches out into a 
very cifufive metaphyfical difquifition concerning the operations 
of the mind on the body, and wice verfa, We have ever been of 
the fame opinion with the poet concerning thofe gentlemen who 
talk of the foul and its actions, that they *‘ ta/é much awry.” It is 
abfolutely impoffible to {peak confiftently or clearly on thofe 
things of which we have no adequate ideas; and we are forry 
to fee aman of Dr. A.’s apparent abilities afid learning beftow 
fo much time and labour on a fubje&t which can have no other 
foundation than conjeCture, and which has hitherto been, and 
perhaps will ever remain, befet with clouds and impenetrable 
darknefs, 

_ OF the proximate caufes, the Author confeffes he. can fay but 
little. It is almoft, if not altogether, impoffible to arrive at the 
knowledge of the true and proximate, or phyfical caufe of moft 
diforders ; we may think ourfelves happy, if, by accurate obferva- 
tions, and juft deductions from plain and evident facts, we can 
difcover fome general caufe which conftantly accompanies the 
difeafe, * After much accurate reafoning the DoStor concludes, 
* That the proximate caufes of infanity, from whatever remote 
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caufe or caufes it may derive its origin, are, without doubt, feated 
in the brain.’ 

In treating of the prevention of infanity, notwithftanding the 
importance of the fubject, the Author endeavours to avoid mi- 
nutencfs. It is neceflary to be diligently attentive to the ftri@ 
obfervance of whatever may tend to preferve or regain the health 
and to contribute to the perfection of the whole human fabric, 
This opens to the Doctor a large field for fpeculation and prac- 
tice: he confines himfelf to the following particulars, each of 
which he fully elucidates : | 

© 1ft, Temperance in food, drink, fleep, and the indulgence of 
the fenfual appetites. 2. Exercife, 3. The due regulation of 
the pajfions. 4. Attention to the operations of the zmagination ; 
and care to check its propenfity to too great aéfivity. 5. An 
affiduous diligence in the improvement of the reafoning faculties 
of the mind, and a watchful avoidance of the various caufes of 
gmbeciliity. 6. The careful avoidance of too Jong continued, too 
intenfe, too uniform thinking, and of exceflive watching. 7. The 
avoidance of the other occafional caufes of infanity, fo far as 
they may by our care and diligence be avoided. 8. Rational 
views of Gopand REuicton, free from fuperftition, enthufiafm, 
or defpondency ; and aconfcientious and chearful performance 
of the duties which religion prefcribes.’ 

Since no mention is made of the method of cure, nor any di- 
reCtions given concerning the remedies neceflary to be ufed in 
order to the removal of confirmed infanity, we may fuppofe that 
our learned Author, not having finifhed his work, intends to fa- 
vour the Public with a continuation of hislabours. Qo on 
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Art. XIV. An Inquiry into the prefent State of Medical Surgery. 
Vol. I. By Thomas Kirkland, M.D. Member of the Royal Me- 
dical Society at Edinburgh. 8vo. 6s. 6d. Boards. Dodiley, 
1736. 


R. Kirkland having, in his former volume *, defcribed 
D thofe inflammations which terminate in difcuffion, pro- 
ceeds to treat of thofe which end in fuppuration. After fhortly 
defcribing pblegmone and ab{cefs, Dr. K. enters into a long 
difcourfe on purulency, and purulent abfceffes; on the fubje&, purze 
dency, he adheres to the opinion of Van Swieten, which is fuf- 
ficiently known to our medical Readers. 

Abfcefies engage much of our Author’s attention. From a 
variety of obfervations, he deduces a number of excellent practical 
rules relative to the treatment of different fpecies of thefe tumours. 
He reprobates in the ftrongeft terms every attempt to difcufs any 
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* For an account of which fee Rev, vol. Ixix. p. 381, 
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critical inflammation occafioned by a metaftafis tending to fup- 
puration. After the abfcefs is formed, Dr. K. gives the necef- 
fary inftructions for its treatment, and the method of opening its 
where this operation is requifite, and illuftrates every part ot his 
doftrine with cafes that occur in authors of credit, or which have 
fallen under his own Care, 

The Doétor then proceeds to confider fuch abfcefles as re- 
quire a particular treatment. In this part of his work, he dif- 
plays much learning, and a thorough acquaintance with former. 
writers on the fubje&t. His praétice is eftablifhed on rational 
principles, and, confequently, muft be preferred to that which is 
founded on hypothefis ; more efpecially when he conftantly con- 
firms that praCtice, by prefenting his readers with the numerous 
cafes, in which it alone fucceeded, in preference to other me- 
thods that had been ineffectually profecuted, though propofed 
and recommended by praétitioners of authority and judgment. 

The next objeéts of Dr. K.’s difquifition are thofe cafes in 
which inflammations terminate in gangrene and fphacelus. The 
opinions of the ancients are here examined, and their praétice is 
defended, particularly Celfus’s method of treating this difeafe. 
‘ The words gangrene and /phacelus,’ Dr. K. obferves, * have been 
ufed as fynonymous terms; yet, as dividing difeafes into ftages 
has always been ufeful in practice, and becaufe gangrene and 
{fphacelus often require oppofite treatment, we fhall divide them 
into gangrene, fphaceloide-gangrene, and fphacelus, and thefé 
again into local and fpreading.’ He is of opinion, © that 
abfcefs and gangrene differ only in degree of violence ;’ and hé 
defines a fphacelus to be £ an extinGtion of life in the aftected part, 
and abfolute putrefaction.’ 

To follow Dr. K. through all the fpecies of gangrene and 
fphacelus, and his method of treating them, would require more 
room than our limits will allow: we fhall therefore proceed to 
his next chapter, which treats of Strumse, or the Evil. 

The moft ufeful part of this chapter is that which is em- 
ployed in diftinguifhing fwelled glands, of various kinds, from 
fcrophulous and ftrumous {wellings; and we could have withed 
the Dottor to have enlarged on this fubje&t. We have long been 
of opinion that obftinate glandular fwellings-are often attributed 
to a fcrophulous caufe,; which might have been perfe&tly cured, 
or, at leaft, much relieved, by a method diftin& from thofe that 
are ufually followed in fcrophulous cafes. 

Abfcefles in the joints, commonly known by the term white 
fwellings, form the fubjeét of the next chapter. Dr. K. enu- 
merates the feveral methods of cure that have been recommended 
In thefe cafes, and fhews, from the nature of the difeafe, what is 
mott rational, or likely to fucceed. After a caries has com- 
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menced, amputation feems the only refource, when a colliqua- 
tive fever and other dangerous fymptoms threaten a fpeedy diffo. 
lution. The different methods of performing this operation are 
defcribed, and a few general remarks on the neceflity of having 
recourfe to it, conclude the prefent volume: which, we under. 
ftand, is to be followed by another on the fubject of ulcers. 

Dr. K. hath prefixed to this volume a defence of fome doce 
trines contained in the fir, againft the objections of certain 
critics, —among whom, the Monthly Reviewers are duly no- 
ticed; but for the particulars, we muft refer to his book: abid- 
ing, as we refpeétfully do, the decifion of that tribunal to which 
the Doétor hath appealed —with that candour and modefty which 


at once evince his regard to decency, and his love of truth, 
— A 





Arr. XV. The Hiftory of Henry VII. of England, written in the 
Year 1616. By Francis Bacon, Baron of Verulam, &c. Now 
firit new written, 1786. 8vo. 6s. bound. Murray. 


HE ftyle of Lord Bacon has, without doubt, fometimes 

that quaintnefs which was prevalent when he wrote: 
pedantry and punning were efteemed the criterion of learning, 
and a neceflary ornament in the writers of thofe days. 

Bacon’s Hiftory of the Reign of Henry the Seventh has never- 
thelefs been looked upon as a pattern for hiftorical compofition ; 
the true fublimity of which confifts more in the greatnefs of 
thinking than in the pomp of expreffion ;—in tracing circum- 
{tances with judgment,—in relating them with clearnefs and 
connexion, and in making every part of the ftory inftrudtive, 
rather than in fprinkling it over with the falfe ornaments of a bril- 
liant dition, which too frequently divert the reader’s attention 
from the intrinfic matter of the work. 

That native fimplicity and genuine dignity, which are the great- 
eft ornaments of Bacon’s writings, is totally deftroyed by the 
prefent Editor, who hath, in the publication before us, given 
ample proof how well he is qualified ** to marr a curious tale in 
the telling.” 

To fhew our Readers that our obfervations are not without 
foundation, we have feleéted the following, from the inftances 
where this modernifer has debafed the fterling worth of the va- 
Juable original. We have chofen part of a fpeech (which the 
pretender, Perkin, made to the Scotch King on being introduced 
to him), fince the Editor {cruples not to fay, in his Preface, that 
* the fpeeches and {tate papers are given as in the original, un- 
alcered—his [the Editor’s} defign not being to new write the 
hiftory, but to fmooth the old language, and render it rather 
more pleafant to the ear.’ 


Bacom 
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Bacon. 

‘ High and mighty King, your 
Grace, and thefe your nobles here 
prefent, may be pleafed benignly 
to bow your ears, to hear the tra- 
gedy of a young man, that by 
right ought to hold in his hand 
the ball of a kingdom; but by 
fortune is made himfelf a ball, 
tofied from mifery to mifery, and 
from place to place. 

‘ You fee here before you the 
fpectacle of a Plantagenet, who 
hath been carried from the nurfery 
to the fanétuary; from the fanc- 
tuary, to the direful prifon; from 
the prifon, to the hand of the cruel 
tormentor; and from that hand to 
the wide wildernefs, as I may 
truly callit, for fo the world hath 
been to me. So that he that is 
born to a great kingdom, hath 
net ground to fet his foot upon, 
more than this where he now 
tandeth by your princely favour. 

‘ Edward the qth, late King of 
England, as your Grace cannot 
but have heard, left two fons, Ed- 
ward, and Richard Duke of York, 
both very young. Edward the 
eldeft fucceeded their father in 
the crown, by the name of King 
Edward the Fifth: but Richard 
Duke of Gloucefter their unnatu- 
ral uncle, firft thirfting after the 
kingdom through ambition, and 
afterwards thiriting for their 
blood, out of defire to fecure him- 
felf, employed an initrument of 
his, confident to him, as he 
thought, to murder them both. 
But this man that was employed 
to execute that execrabie tragedy, 
laving cruelly flain Kine Edward, 
the eldeit of the two, was moved, 
partly by remorfe, and partly by 
fome other means, to fave Rich- 
ard his brother ; making a report 
neverthelefs to the tyrant, that he 
had performed his commandment 
bo Doth brethren.’ &e 
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Modernifer. 

‘ High and mighty King, your 
Grace, and thefe, your nobles, 
here prefent, be pleafed to /ifen 
to the tragic fate of a young man, 
by right entitled to weigh a 
{ceptre, but tofled by fortune from 
mifery to mifery, from place to 
place. 


‘Behold here before you the 
fpectacle of a Plantagenet, who 
hath been carried from the nur- 
fery toa fanctuary, from the fanc- 
tuary to a prifon, from a prifon to 
the hand of a éarbarous affaffin, 
and from that hand to a wide 
wildernefs, for fuch the world 
hath been to him; fo that he who 
is born heir to a great kingdom, 
hath not ground on which to fet 
his foot, except where he now 
ftands by your princely favour. 


‘ Edward the 4th, late King of 
Eng!and (as your Grace mufthave 
heard), left his fons, Edward, 
and Richard Duke of York, both 
very young. Edward the eldeft 
fucceeded his father in the crown 
by the name of Edward the Fifth, 
but Richard Duke of Glocefter, 
his unnatural uncle, arbitrarily 
thiriting for the kingdom, /ought 
their blood, in order to fecure that 
kingdom to himfelf; for this pur- 
pofe he employed a confident to 
murther both the King and his 
brother. ‘The man, however, 
who was employed to execute the 
horrid deed having cruelly flain 
King Edward, the eldeft of the 
two, was partly induced by remorfe 
and partly om fome other account, 
to fave Richard his brother, re- 
porting to the tyrant that he had 
deftroyed them both.’ &c, 
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In this manner hath the prefent Editor altered even thofe 
paflages which he profeffes to have left unaltered; in other places 
he hath taken greater liberties, where both the fenfe and the 


facts are mifreprefented, as, 


Bacon. 

© And thereupon he [the King] 
took a fit occafion to fend the 
Lord ‘Vreafurer and Matter Bray, 
whom he ufed as counfellor, to 
the Lord Mayor of London, re- 
quiring of the city a preft of fix 
thoufand marks; but atter many 
parleys he could obtain but two 
thoufand pounds.’ Bacon’s Works, 
vul. ll. p. 13. 


Modernifer. 

‘Upon this occafion he fent 
the Lord Treafurer and Mr, Bray 
to the Lord Mayor of London re. 
quiring of the crty a loan of 6000 
marks, but could obtain only 
2000.” New Ldiuon, p. 19. 


The following fhall clofe our fpecimens of the Modernife:’s 


abilities ; 
Bacon. 
¢ This law did ordain, That no 
erfon that did affiit, in arms, or 
otherwife, the King for the time 
being, fhould after be impeached 
therefore, or attainted, either by 
the courfe of the law or by A& of 
of Parliament.? Bacon’s Works, 
yol. il. p. 69. 


Modernifer. 

‘ This law ordained that no 
perfon affifting in arms or other- 
wife the King for the time being, 
fhou!d be afterwards impeached 
or attainted either by the courfe 
of law or by ACtof Parliament.? 
New Edition, p. i7o. 


By leaving out the word therefore, which the Author ufes to 


fignify on that account, the fenfe its totelly perverted. 


Thus it is 


that valuable authors may be mangicd, and injured, by ignorant 


or carelefs editors ! 


— 7t- 





=e ee 


Art. XVI. An Effay on the Inveftigation of the Firft Principles of 
Nature; together with the Application thereof to folve the Phe- 


nomena of the Phyfical Syfem. 


Part II. By Felix O’Gallagher. 


8vo. 6s. Boards. Murray. 1786. 


AVING, in our Review for September 1786, given the 
general outlines of this work, and defcribed the Author’s 





method, we fhall refume the tafk of laying before our Readers 
the contents of this fecond Part. 

The eighth Leéture is occupied with confidering the nature 
of the Sun, and jts pabulum. The Author fhews, from what 
he had advanced in the fourth and feventh lectures, that ¢ the Sun 
muft neceffarily have a perpetual fupply of alimestal matter 
flowing into him, for the prefervation of his magnitude, and 
the replenifhment of thofe immenfe and unremitting effufions, 
which he is ever pouring forth into the furrounding fpace, to 
arm and illuminate the planets.’ He then proceeds to invefti- 
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ate the nature and quality of the Sun’s alimentary matter; and 
fhews that comets are not the fuel of the Sun, nor were ever de- 
figned by the Creator for that purpofe ; after farther confidering the 
fubject, he concludes, that the Sun and Stars are bodies of flame 
or compacted light, embofomed in the immenfe fphere of celeftial 
matter, which conftitutes the firmament of the heavens and the 
fyel of the ftars, and conftantly fupported by the double action 
of their own emanations and the infufions of the firmament, 
Thefe infufions are gradually elaborated into a fimilitude with 
the folar fubftance; and when perfe€tly affimilated, are again ex- 
pended in effufions of light, which thefe luminaries, by an ex- 
panfive property effential to all fiery bodies, fend forth anew into 
the valt {pherical fpaces which they refpectively illuminate, as 
the Sun does this, wherein the Sun and planets move round him, 
and which is bounded by that concave furface of the firmament, 
or celeftial canopy, we behold over and around us befpangled with 
ftars. ) 
In the ninth Leture, Mr. O’Gallagher takes © a@ philofophical 
tour throughout the firmament and fixed flars’ We will not pretend 
to follow this eccentric philofopher in his journey through the 
{phere of the univerfe; fuffice it to fay, that he at laft arrives at 
his ne plus ultra, or, as he expreffes it, the bounding frame which 
inclofes the untverfe. Having in this tour experienced the various 
viciffitudes of heat and cold (for after traverfing the cold regions 
of Saturn, he fpends a few days in the Dog-ftar), he conliders 
the nature of cold and darknefs; both of which are, according 
fo his aflertions, real and pofitive fubftances. 

The tenth Le&ture is appropriated to aftronomical enquiries, 
The caufe of the motion of comets, the direction of their mo- 
tion, their compofition, and the nature of their tails, are in- 
veftigated. Here we find abundant new philofophy. * Comets 
do not move in elyp/es *, or any other conic fection, but in ftraight 
lines, between the Sun and the polifhed jetty frame or fhell of ‘ 
the world, like a fhuttie-cock ftruck by a battledore, with equal 
force.” We are apprehenfive, that we fhould infult our Read- 
ers, by entering into a minute detail of Mr. O’G.’s do@trine of 
comets, and the arguments with which he fupports it. 

Our Author, in the next LeCiure, proceeds with explaining the 
planetary motions, and atiradion. In treating this fubjeét he 
attempts to explain the caufe of attraction; but here he is led 
Into fuch a labyrinth of metaphyfics, and is fo confufed in his 
ideas, that it requires no {mall fhare of penetration to conceive 
what are the objects of his inquiries. He fuppofes the Sun to be, 
like a great kitchen fire, in continual need of fupply,—that the 
celeftial matter, its fuel, is continually flowing in from all fides ; 
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and that this is the cau/e of attraction, or of the mutual tendency 
which all bodies have towards the Sun. 

The twelfth and lz Lecture conficers the phenomena of elec. 
tricity, and the motions of the Moon, with their effects on the 
tides, and fome confiderations on the attraétion of cohcfion, 
This leQture, from blending together fuch unconnected fubjeas, 
becomes the moft confuted of any in the whole bock. 

[t is with pain that we fee a performance hke the prefent, 
where time is mifemployed by the Author for the production of 
a work which indicates much want of mathematical knowledge, 
and which can only tend to expofe the author of it to infults 


and ridicule. WA a 


Art. XVII. Chefs. 8vo. 5s. Boards. Robinfins. 1787. 


EW publications have given us more anecdotes concerning 
chefs, and chefs players, than the prefent. The Author 
(Mr. Twifs) has compiled, from various writers, every thing that 
he found relative to chefs ; the number of books he has examined, 
appears, if we may judge from the quotations he has bere made, 
to have been very confiderable ; and the original anecdotes that 





he has introduced fcem to be the refult of a thorough acquaint- 


ance with the beft players. 

We are prefented with a complete hiflory of the game; in 
which it is fuppofed to bave been invented in India, about the 
6th century *, and to have come from Perfia into Arabia, whence 
it pafied into Spain. It is faid to have been brought into Eng- 
Jand about the reign of William the Conguercr. 

A review is given of all the books on the game at chefs which 
the Author has feen, They are in number 31, and in various 
languages. “This part of tne work is a literary curiolity 3 but it 
would have been more valuable, if the accounts of fome of the 
books had been more ample. We thall mention, particularly, one 
of the books in this catalogue, as being an extraordinary perform- 
ance. It is a folio, of 623 pages; and is titled Offervazxisni 
Teorico-pratiche fopra il Giusco delgi Scacchi. Da Giambatifta Lalli. 
1763. 

Befide this review, a catalogue of the books on chefs which 
the Author hes not feen, is fubjoined, and thefe amount to 15. 
In neither of thefe lifts do we find any mention of the elegant 
Englifh trarflation of Vida’s poem by Mr. Mu: phy +. 

Mr. Twifs then adds an explanation of fome of the principal 
terms ufed by che/s players, and gives, in a copper plate, three 

* Hyde, in his book, De Ludis Orientaliéus, clearly fhews that it 
was known before the year of Chiift 576. 

t See M. Review, vol. laxv. p. 372, andy 
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methods of moving the Knight, fo as to Cover the fixty-four 
fguares in aS many moves. The firft is copied from De Moivre, 
and is very regular; the fecond and third are irregular, and cone 
fequenily not eafy to be remembered. 

This publication, which hath afforded us no fma!] pleafure in 
the perufal, concludes with two papers, one, communicated to 
the Author by Mr. Herbert Croft, intitled, ** The Morals of 
Chefs, by Dr. Franklin ;” the other ** Anecdotes of Mr. Phili- 
dor, by himfeif,” which is in fact the life of that gentleman; a 
lit of many, we believe all, Mr. Philidor’s dramatic compofitions 
*; here inferted, with the dates when and piaces where they 

ere firft performed ; mention is alfo made of fome other of his 


mufical pieces. | ) R —-n,. 


—_—_ 


Agt. XVIIE. Comparative ReflePions on the paft and prefent political, 
commercial, and civil State of Great Britain: with fome Thoughts 
concerning Emigration, By Richard Champion, Efq. 8vo. 
5s. Boards, Debrett. 1787. 


Vv R. Champion delivers his rele@ions in the form of Letters 





to a friend, dated at Sea, in 1784, in his paflage to Ame- 
rica from England, which unfortunate country the defponding Au- 
thor quits, before it be totally ruined. ‘The firft letter con- 
tains Mr. Champion’s motives for leaving England. The 
affairs of Great Britain he fays were then advancing rapidly to 
acrifis, ‘The infatuated /yfiem of government tn his native coun- 
try had long prepared nim for executing his defign ; and he takes 
refuge in America before the difficulties, already great in Eng 
jand, fhould increafe fo as to make the removal of a family un- 
pleafant and inconvenient. His letter concludes with the fol- 
lowing outline of the work: 

‘I owe to you, and to my friends, the opinions which I have 
formed upon the preifent fituation of affairs in England, and upon 
which my conduct in leaving it was founded. I mean to offer to 
your confideration the prefent ftate of its government, of its trade, 
and of its manners; and drawing a comparifon between their pre- 
fent and former fiate, { fhail endeavour to prove to you—that the 
government of Great Britain is deranged in fuch a manner, as to af- 
ford, in its prefent condition, little or no hopes of remedy—that our 
commerce, which, like a candle going out, has juit emitted a ftrong 
and fervid light, is groaning under fuch foreign and domeftic bur- 
dens, as muit inevitably reduce ic to a very low ftate—and that the 
prefent ilyle of living in England is attended with fuch an enormous 
expence, without an adequate means of fupport, as to make the fir 
nauional calamity a fure and certain fign of a great and general de- 
itruction of property amongtt all ranks and diftinétions of men. 

‘ From thefe confiderations, I fhall thew the probability of a great 
emigration of its xeople, whom neceillity will drive from home: and 
é fhall then draw fuch ufeful inferences, as will, by a timely exertion 


of 


’ 
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of their prefent abilities, preferve them againit the worft confequences 


of the florm.’ 
‘ The fecond letter difcuffes the national debt, and the prefene 


peace eftablifhment. Mr, Champion compares the ftate of the 

public funds in the year 1754, with that in 17845 he obferves 

that the prices of the funds have funk during that period from 
105 to lefs than 55——-that our credit is decaying * and our pro- 

perty decreafing in value, with feveral other calamities, all of 

which might have been prevented * had government, under the 
refent reign, been placed in able hands.’ 

In the third Letter, the Author takes 2 view of the © new 
fyftem of government introduced in the prefent reign.’ Here 
he is fevere. He fays, § The characteriftic of almott every ad- 
miniftration under this reign, has been, an heterogeneous mix- 
ture of debility and corruption. Lord Rockingham and the 
Duke of Portland, who governed during the very fhort period of 
their adminiftrations on the old fyftem, are the only exceptions.’ 
~ Mr, C.-then adds many remarks on the Whig and Tory 
fyftem of government; and, in his fourch letter, defcribes more 
particularly the principles of the differen: parties ;—which fub- 
ject he purtues in his fifth, and makes fome refe€tions on thofe 
Whigs who have deferted the caufe. 

An explanation of the apparent contradi@tion in the actions of 
the principal Whigeleaders with refpect to America, is the fub- 
ject of the two following letters; and in the eighth Mr. C, 
takes no fmall pains to fhew, what is felf-evident, the neceffity 
of vefting the adminiftration of government in an able and vi- 
gorous minifter, He defcribes the man whom he thinks able 
and vigorous ; and concludes his panegyric on the patriot with 
afferting that, * Any prince whatfoever might accomplith the 
purpofes of eafe to himfelf, his family, and his people, by vetting 
the adminiftration of his affairs in the hands of fuch a man as is 
here defcribed—a man of integrity, of honour, of ability, fup- 
ported by families of great property and extenfive conneétions— 
in'fine, poflefled of thofe qualifications which, by engaging the 
confidence of all honeft men, would put an end to any diftrac- 
tions of the empire, even in the moment of their ariling, and 
timely guard againft the calamities which, in fuch a cafe, would 
threaten the kingdom ; and hence peace and happinefs to the 
prince and people would certainly enfue,’ 

The ninth Letter is on the ftate of the commerce of Great 
Britain before the war, to which the Author contrafts, in the 
tenth, the ftate of commerce fince the peace, He is here, in our 
opinion, fomewhat miftaken, efpecially in his account of the 
Faft India trade. He charges the prefent Adminiftration, who 





* The Reader muft bear in mind the date of Mr. C.’s Letters. 
ares 
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gre, he fays, the avowed protectors of the Eaft India Company, 
with having loaded the people with taxes for the fupport of the 
Company. He means the Commutation-tax, by which the 

ople at large pay Government thofe fums which the Company 
ought to furnifh. But he ought to confider, that, the duty on 
tea being taken off, the people are fupplied with that commodity 
ata cheaper rate; and that the additional Window-tax is a re- 
compenfe for the tea-duty; both were paid by the people at 
large, and not by the Company. He cenfures the trade for being 
carried on immediately with the Indies, and would recommend 
the Egyptians to be the intermediate merchants for fupplying 
Europe with the commodities and luxuries of the Eaft: this is 
contrary to the moft obvious principle of commerce, the more 
bands through which.goods pafs, muft increafe their price. We 
could eafily fhew many other falfe reafonings in this letter; bue 
we muft be brief. 

The sth, rath, 13th, and 14th, are on the former and pre. 
fent ftate of the manners of the people of Great Britain. Mr. C. 
enumerates many circumftances that have corrupted the manners 
of the people; among the chief of which, he places the Eaft 
India trade, turnpike roads, the influence of news- papers, and 
almoft every inftitution that tends to increafe our foreign trade, 
and improve our internal commerce and intercourfe. ‘The Au- 
thordraws a comparifon between the vices of Rome before its 
fall, and thofe which now prevail in England. He here greatly 
exaggerates matters: though we are corrupted, we are far fhort 
of the debaucheries and extravagancies of old Rome, The Par- 
liament have never aflembled for the purpofe of debating on the 
manner of ferving up a turbot at his Majefty’s table, nor have any 
of the nobility given a private {upper which has coft 20,000 /. 

The remain:ng fix Letters are on the fubject of emigration, 
from this ruined country to a better,—to America where every 
bleffing and every comfort is to be found! Mr. Champion has 
been now: almoft three years in South Carolina; he can there 
fore by this time fpeak experimentally concerning the country. 
Whatever America may be hereafter, it certainly is not at prefent, 
on any account whatever, preferable to England. 

The Letters are throughout written with much heat and hafte, 
and fhew that the Author is more influenced by party fpirit than 
by the true principles of liberty, untainted with ipentiontantoey 
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Art. XIX. Supplement to the Ar@ic Zoology. 4t0. 9s. fmall Paper ; : 
1zs. 6d. large ditto, fewed. White. 1787. 
© (\F making many books there is no end” —but the manner 
in which Mr. Pennant makes them, renders them both 


Pntertaining and ufeful, We have, on former occafions, ex- 
prefied 
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prefled our approbation of this induflrious Author’s multifarious 
works; we have gained much information from the perufal of 
them; and, while we have received inftructions in natural 
hiftory, we have admired the polite fcholar, and the man of 
tafte. 

The Supplement to the Arctic Zoolozy is made up of much 
new matter, which has been communicated tothe Author by his 
friends, or which has occurred to him either from reading or ob- 
‘fervation. * It is fent into the world,’ he fays, © in order to ren- 
der the work as perfect as poffible ; and, tn cafethe Public thould 
cal] for a new edition, to take away caufe of complaint from the 
purchafers of the firft, of not being made partakers of any im- 
provements fuch an edition might receive.’ 

The gentlemen to whom Mr, Pennant hath been indebted for 
yariqus communications, are the reverend Mr. Coxe, well known 
as a traveller in the northern part of Europe;—Mr. Samuel 
Ocdman, a gentleman, whofe name juftly claims a diftinguithed 
place among the difciples of Linné;—Mr. Lenten, from Gottine 
gen, a metalurgift, who is at prefent engaged in the extenfive 
copper works in Wales ; ~Mr. Whitehurit, whofe refearches into 
the natural hiftory of the Earth are fuficiently known ;—not to 
mention others of lefs note. 

The additions made to the introduction of the ArGic Zoology, 
conftitute about half of this book, and contain many curious ree 
marks relative to the northern part of the world; the appearance 
of the countries, and their natural productions, are not barely 
enumerated, but painted in an ornamental ftyle. Mr. Pennant’s 
lively language muft amufe the generality of readers, although 
his verbofe defcriptions may be lefs acceptable to the mere natu- 
ralift, As an addition to what is faid of Lapland, in the Iutro- 
duétion to the Arctic Zoology, p. Ixxii. he fays, 

« Let me not.conceal that Lapland enjoys every wative fruit of 
Great Britain, the Currant, Strawberry, Bilberry, Cranberry ;. which 
put it on an equality with our own climate before the introduction of 
foreign fruits among us. If we claim the puckering Sloe and Crab, 
we have not much to be proud of, while the Laplanders may boaf 
their Ackermurie (Rubus ArGicus), which with its nectareous juice, 
and vinous flavour, fo often fupported the great Linnavus in his 
arduous journies through the deferts of the country. They may 
exult alfo in having given to our gardens the grateful Augetica, the 
imputed gift of angels to men, and, in Lapland, the common inha- 
bitant of the banks of every rill ; the panacea and delight of the na- 
re and (preferved) a frequent luxury in our moft {umptuous de- 

erts. 

We wifh our prefent limits would allow us to give more 
ample extracts of thefe additional notes. The account of the 
eruption of fire in Iceland, in 1783, is curious, but its length 


obliges us to refer the inauifitive reader to the book, efpecially 
, Pe 
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as the narrative would be interrupted by any abridgment which 


we could give. mae 
Mr. Pennant has given two maps of the Arétic regions, which 


are a confiderable addition to the value of the work. “A a 
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Arr. XX, Pradical Obfervations on the Natural Hiftory and Cure of 
" the Venereal Difeafe. By John Howard, Surgeon. Vol. I. and II, 
v0. 5S each Volume, Boards. Longman. 1787. 


R. Howard has here given the Public a very ufeful publi- 

cation. The hiftory of the difeafe is well delineated ; 

the fymptoms are recorded with precifion, according to the time 

and order in which they appear, and thofe which are charactere 

jftical are properly diftinguifhed from fuch as are either vague 

or accidental ; fo that the diagnottics of the difeafe, in its feveral 
ftages, are clearly markec, 

We cannot however agree with the ingenious Author, when 
he affirms the gonorrhea to be a diftin& and feparate difeafe from 
the lues; that /ome {pecies of it may not be venereal we readily 
acknowledge, but that a// are not, is Contrary to the opinion of 
eur belt writers, and what is of more weight, contrary to daily 
experience, 

We are next prefented with fome juft remarks on thofe dif- 
eafes which are frequenily connected with, and analogous te 
the lues and gonorrbea. The elephantiafis, leprofy, fcrophula, 
and yaws, are particularly noticed, and their diagnofes well af- 
certained. | 

The fecond volume is wholly appropriated to the cure of the 
difeafe by its fpecific,—quickfilver, This powerful medicine 
had long been in ufe, chiefly among the Arabian phyficians, as 
an alterative in cutaneous eruptions, but it had always been ufed 
{paringly and with great caution; it was applied to the /ues ve~ 
nerea foon after its firft appearance in Europe, by fome daring 
empyrics ; from the fuccefs attending its ufe, it was adopted by 
Berengarius Carpenjis, and Febannes de Vigo, as early as the end 
of the rs5th or beginning of the 16th century: the Galenie 
fyftem, prevalent at that time, was no fmall obftacle to its uni- 
verfal ufe; but at length, though the prejudices againft it were 
vehement, and though many fatal errors had been committed 
during its early exhibition, by an injudicious and indifcriminate 
application, yet its peculiar efficacy foon eftablifhed its fame, 
and, fortunately for mankind, it is a certain remedy for a de- 
plorable malady, 7 

Mr. Howard minutely confiders the three different modes in 
which it is ufed, viz. externally by friGion, fumigation, or in- 
ternally by taking it in a variety of forms. The practifer muft 
indeed have very limited ideas both of the difeafe and the re- 
medy, 
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medy, who confines his refources to any fingle fpecific method of 
cure, or to any particular preparation of mercury. The difeafe 
comprehends a great variety of fymptoms, fome of which are 
eafy, and others very difficult to cure; we are alfo in pof- 
feffion of numerous preparations of quickfilver, fome of which 
_ are applicable, in a more peculiar manner, to fome fymptoms 
and conftitutions, and others to others. ‘Thefe various circum. 
ftances give ample fcope for the exercife of Mr. Howard’s inges 
nuity. After enumerating the various preparations of mercury, 
and the advantages and difadvantages of each in particular Cafes, 
Mr. H. defcribes the two general methods of cure. In the one, 
the patient is clofely confined to his chamber, in the other, he 
takes exercife in the open air, and follows, with a few reftric. 
tions, his ordinary mode of living. ‘The former, from its cons 
fequences, is called falivation ; the other, the alterative courfe, 
What the Author fays of thefe two methods, demands the ferious 
attention of the Faculty. We do not remember to have any 
where met with fuch judicious remarks on the fubject as are to 
be found in this part of the work; and confequently we do not hee 
fitate in pronouncing it the moft rational treatife on the dues vene~ 
rea (the eircumftance of the gonorrhza above mentioned being 
excepted) that hath appeared fince the time of Aftruc. We hope 
the Author wil! not long with-hold from the Public the remainder 
of awork which cannot fail of being highly inftructive to the ra« 
tional practifer; to whom alone, and not to empyrics, this pubs 
lication is peculiarly adapted. eb 





Arr. XXI. 4 Differtation on the Origin and Progrefs of the Scythians 
or Goths. Being an Introduction to the ancient and modern Hiflory 
of Europe. By John Pinkerton, 8vo. 3s. 6d. Boards. Nicol. 
1787. 


R. Pinkerton divides the prefent performance into two 
Parts. The firft is employed in fhewing that the Scy- 
thians, the Getz, and the Goths, were only one people ;—that 
they came. from prefent Perfia by a north-weift progrefs into Ene | 
rope, fo that Scandinavia, inftead of being the country whence 
they fprung, muft in fact have been almoft the laft that received 
them ;—that the Thracians, [llyrians, Greeks, Italians, Ger 
mans, and Scandinavians, were all Scythians or Goths. In the 
fecond Part, the Author fhews that the Germans are neither of 
Sarmatic nor Celtic origin, but that they were originally Scy- 
thians; which he proves from the identity of their language— 
from the teftimony of ancient authors—and from the fimilarity 
of they manners, The whole concludes with chronological 
tables of fome remarkable events during ‘ the progrefs of the 
Goths over Europe.’ 
Such 
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Such is the outline of Mr, Pinkerton’s Diflertation; whence 
it is eafy to perceive, that the generally received opinions of mo= 
dern hiftorians muft be refuted, before the facts here men- 
tioned can poflibly be eftablifhed. In this part of the work, he 
difplays great ingenuity and much learning; but he frequently 
introduces abufe. An author, who has been miffed, or has 
formed falfe opinions through the mifreprefentations or uncer- 
tainty of hiftorians, may furely be refuted without being called 
jonorant, rajfh, ill advtfed, &c. Such epithets may induce readers 
to with-hold part of the applaufe they would otherwife beftow 
on a truly ingenious and learned writer. : 

Mr. Pinkerton has examined with great attention the ancient 
hiftorians; he has, with judgment, rejected whatever bears the 
appearance of fable; and he has carefully avoided thofe etymo- 
logical rocks and fands on which (to ufe his own words) many 
antiquarian fhips have foundered. Yet in tracing the origin of 
nations, he acknowledges with Sheringham, ** Linguarum cog- 
nationem, cognationis gentium pracipuum certiffimumque argumentum 
ef.” We hefitate in allowing the fimilarity of language to avail 
fo much as Mr. Pinkerton thinks it does; it is a good collateral 
proof, but to rely on it as the praecipuum certifimumque, the chief 
and moft certain, would perhaps lead us on thofe very rocks and 
quickfands which are to be carefully avoided in exploring the 
ftraits of antiquity. Wecould have wifhed Mr, Pinkerton to 
have given us definitions of the terms clothes, body, and foul, of a 
language, where he fays, * When a {peech changes, it is in many 
centuries, and it only changes clothes, not body and foul.’ 

With refpeét to our Author’s chronology, we perfectly agree 
with him in thinking that the Scriptures were never intended to 
inftruct us in that fcience. Indeed the difagreement of different 
MSS. is a fufficient proof how little the Scripture chronology 
can be depended on. ‘Mr, Pinkerton’s chronological table begins 
4000 years before Chrift, with the reign of Menes, the firft King 
of Egypt. His thoughts on the deluge are confonant with fome 
of his peculiar opinions which we have noticed on former occas 
fions. He fays, ‘ the lateft and beft natural philofophers pro- 
nounce the Flood impoffible; and their reafons, grounded on 
mathematical truth and the immutable laws of nature, have my 
full aflent. The Jews believed the earth a vaft plain, and that 
the tain came from a vaft colleétion of waters above the firmament 
(Genef, i. 7.), as the earth floated on another mafs of waters 
(Genel. vii. 11.) ; both of which were opened at the Deluge. Ais 
fuch waters are now mathematically known not to-exilt; and 
the earth is found {pherical ; the effect muft ceafe with the-cayfe.” 

As this performance is given as an * Introduction to the :an- 
-Cient and modern Hiftory of Europe,’ we hope to be farther en- 
tertained by the future productions of this learned, though fingt- 


far hiftorian, iy, 
A—am: [ <omthby 












































( 320 } 


MONTHLY CATALOGUE, 
For OCTOBER, 1787. 


PoLITICAL. 


Art. 22. Remonffrance of the French Parliament to the King, on the 
pernicious Tendency of the Stamp Duty, &c. &c. ‘Tranflated 
from the French. Svo. 1s. Robinfons. 


T will be difficult to read the title of this publication without a 
fmile, and making a whimfical com parifon between the panegy- 
rical eulogiums of the North Americans on their great and good 
ally, who fo liberally affifted in refcuing them from an odious ftamp 
duty; and the pathetic remonftrance of Ars owa parliament againit 
duties of the fame nature which he determined to impofe on dis 
ewn loving fubjeéts! The nature and extent of the kindnefs on the 
one part is not yet eventually decided, and the event in the prefent 
cafe, is fomething like a political judgment coming home to political 
Acraft and moral abfurdity ! But though it is too late to make any new 
refletions on the general conduct of princes, it is pleafing to find 
that it is not,yet too late to wifh fuccefs to popular efforts toward 
emancipation. It is quite unneceffary to enter into a fubject that 
has been fo convenient to all the public papers, during the long vas 


cation at home. ‘ 
Art. 23. M. Neckar’s Anfwer to M. De Calonne’s Charge aed him 
in the Aflembly of the Notables. 8vo. 2s. 6d. Debrett. 

Where a new officer fucceeds to a department by the removal of 
another, his firft obje&t is to recommend himfelf; and he aflumes 
fome merit by depreciating his predeceflors as much as he can. M. 
Neckar, finding himfelf involved in the cenfures pafled by MQCa- 
Jonne on the inaccuracies of former ftatements of the revenues of 
France, expoftulated with that minifter on the fubject, in letters 
which are here produced : when, not being fatisied with his explana- 
tions, he has now, as is ufual in fuch cafes, made his appeal to the 
Public. He is not however unapprifed of the decifion likely to be 
made, where the contelt is to be decided by dry calculations: he ob- 
ferves, that ‘ already fome folks are heard to fay, What are al] thefe 
quarrels to us? What have they to do with our prefent interefts ? The 
paft is gone, and nothing is of lefs confequence to the nation than to 
determine whether M. de Calonne or M, Neckar was right or wrong: 
the gueftion does not deferve that we fhould undergo the tedioufnefs 
of fuch a controverfy.’ 

From the language of this tranflation, we think ourfelves, in fome 
meafure, warranted to conclude, without having feen the original, 
that it has been rather too hattily performed, to do full juftice to the 
pen of the very-able author. 


, ‘ 

Art. 24. The Speech of Mr. Wilkes in the Hou/fe of Commons, May gth, 

1787, refpedting the Impeachment of Warren Haftings, Efq. 8vo- 
1s. Robinfons. 3 

Mr. Wilkes undertook the good-natured, and we hope the juft, 

tahk of defending the GovernoreGeneral from the many articles of 


accufation 
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gecufation accumulated againft him, by pleading the uniform, fuc- 
cefsful, and profperous tenor of his Indian adminiftration, the fenti- 
ments entertained of him in the Eaft, and the frequent warm votes 
of approbation and thankful acknowledgment that he received ta 
the laft from his principals. All thefe, indeed, fpeak a language to- 
tally different from the declamation and acrimony fo lavithly difplayed 
jn the parliamentary impeachment. It is almoft needlefs to add, 
that the fpeech fs conceived in terms characteriftic of the orator’s 


well-known abilities. N. 


Art. 25. 42 Examination of Mr. Pitt’s Plan for diminifbing the Pub» 
lic Debts by means of a Sinking Fund. 8vo. 1s. Stockdale. 1787. 
This, to any one who underftands common accounts, will appear 

to be a plain matter of calculation; fhewing the operation of the 

refent {cheme for buying up the national debt, and in what time i¢ 

will be effected. N 

‘ 


Art. 26. Pou-Rou: an hiftorical and critical Enquiry into the Phyfioa 
logy and Pathology of Parliaments. Including anew Plan fora 
conititutional Reform, in two Parts. Recommended to the ferious 
Perufal of all political Societies, Conventions, Delegates, Volun- 
teers, Electors, and Reprefentatives. By a Freeholder. 8vo¢ 
4s. Boards. Stockdale. 1787. 

We are forry to obferve a beginning tendency to introduce thofe 
quaint and unintelligible titles to books, which were fo common in 
the laft century, but which we thought the founder judgment of the 
prefent age had wifely laid afide. The Diverfions of Purley, and Pou- 
Row are recent examples of this fort; both abfolutely require an im- 
mediate explanation, and convey no idea whatever to the Reader, 
It appears that this Author, in the courfe of his reading, had dif- 
covered that the Egyptians exprefled the executive power by the two 
fyllables Pou-Row. This, he fays, means populi rex, and not populus 
rex, which laft he holds in deteftation. We fhould be forry to fee 
this enigmatical mode of making title-pages prevail. 

Nothing can be more wild than the ideas of liberty which were, 
fome years ago, propagated in this country, or more chimerical than 
the plans of reform in the conftitution, that have originated in thofe 
ideas ; and though fome men of talents countenanced them from par- 
ticular views, yet as that delirium is now nearly over, we think little 
more is wanting to bring the people to their fenfes, than a fmall por- 
tion of time for obfervation. The Author of this work has taken the 
trouble to colle& a great many proofs of the ruinous confequences 
that have refulted to communities and ftates, by indulging notions 
concerning government, fimilar to thofe that were lately very fa< 
fhionable. His account of the Britith conftitution, though extremely 
defetive as to its original form, is entirely fufficient to rors that 
nothing could be more oppofite to its fpirit than thofe plans of re- 
form, as they were called, which were fo much agitatéd two years 
ago. This Author, however, who endeavours to prove that all power 
tefided originally with the King, gives an idea of our early conftitu- 
tion as defective as the fyftem of thofe who derive all power from the 
people. A good account of the fundamental principles of the Britith 
Conftitution in its infancy, with an hiftorical deduction of its changes, 
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is much wanted. If written without prejudice, by a man fufficiently 
informed, it would prove a very interefting performance. 
This Author’s plan of reform confifts of certain contrivances to ex. 
tend the power of the crown, to increafe the influence of men of pro. 
perty, and to curtail the power of the people. Strange, that fuch 
hoxious political weeds fhould {pring up in a land of freedom! The 
fhould be tranfplanted to Algiers or Morocco ; the foil there will fuit 


them much better. - Be ” 


Art. 27. Thoughts on the Caufe of the Increafe of the Poor, ana of, 

- Poor’s Rates; with fome Hints towards a Remedy: offered té'the 
ferious Confideration of all landed Gentlemen throughout the 
Kingdom 3 and particularly to the Members of both Houfes of 
Parliament. 8vo. 1s. Debrett. 

This Writer afcribes the increafing burden of deftitute poor to the 
miftaken policy of the landed gentlemen, in aggregating {mall farms 
into large ones; and of courfe refers the remedy of the evil to the 
authors of it. The moit natural and obvious caufe of the increafe 
of the poor, as well as their expence, and perhaps the only one to 
be affigned, I take to be the abforption of the fmaller farms into the 
greater, and the depriving, or not allowing, the common labourer a 
fmall portion of land to his cottage.’ Thefe have indeed frequently 
been afligned as the caufes of the indigence of the lower orders of the 
working poor; and their being overlooked is no proof of miftake in 
the imputation. ‘ The defire of gentlemen and their ftewards to 
eafe themfelves of trouble, and the avarice of farmers in grafping 
every thing into their own hands, /eems not to have occurred as the 
chief caufe, of which the difufe of fome old wife laws firft laid the 
foundation. We need only then have recourfe to the fame fpirit as 
pervades thefe old laws, and by adapting it to the prefent exigency, 
the remedy will foon follow.’ Every one will allow, that fo material 
an alteration in the conduét of landlords could not take place, with- 
out producing /ome new confequence ; we find acotemporary increafe 
of poor attended with a greater increafe in the price of the f{maller 
articles of provifions, than other caufes can naturally account for. 
There is no wonder, then, that plain underftandings, not biaffed by 
perfonal intereft, nor mifled by amufing {peculations, fhould fuppofe 
a correfpondence between thefe two feries of events. Such is the 
¢afe with refpeét to the writer now before us; and we have only to 
hope, that in the public aflembly of the nation, the public intereft 
will at length fwallow up all partial interefted modes of perfonal 

condudt, inftead of trifling with our welfare and aggravating our 


grievances by political quackery. | N 
6 


¢. 
7 





Law. 


Art. 28. Proceedings at the Affixes at Thetford, March 18, 1786, and 
March 24, 1787, in the Trial of William Hurry, Merchant, Yar- 

_ mouth, on an Indiétment preferred againft him by John Watfon, 
Mayor elect of the faid Borough, for wilful and corrupt Perjuty : 

_ and in the Ation againft the fig John Watfon, then Mayor of the 
faid Borough, brought by the faid William Hurfy, for a malicious 
Profecution of him by the above [nditment: with the Subftance 
of Mr. Partridge’s Opening in the firit Trial : and the rae at 
; arge 
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large of Meff. Erfkine and Hardinge in the laft. T’o which are 

added, a Relation of the Nonfuit in the latter Caufe at the Norfolk 

Affizes in Auguft laft; and a Report of the Argument thereupon 

in the Court of Common Pleas the Michaelmas Term following ; 

and the Judgment of that Court, as delivered by the Lord Chief 

Juftice, when the Nonfuit was fet afide, and a new Trial granted. 

4to. 28. 6d. Baldwin. 

To indict a man of credit for perjury, without juft caufe, is a very 
ferious affair; and if fuch a profecution fhould be purfued with art, 
to give it operation in the public opinion ; malice, and that of a very 
deep nature, is the only inference to be drawn from the tran{action. 
This ugly bufinefs originated from the demand of an overcharge of 
i1s.3 and in the final refult, Mr. Hurry, the claimant, was allowed 
4000 /. damages. 

The doétrine advanced by the counfel for the defendant, in the 

rofecution for damages, has been often imputed to the gentlemen 
of the bar, but we do not much admire the direé& avowal of it.—** I 
flatter myfelf that, as a man, I have fome good nature, as a counfel 
I have mone: it is my duty to prefs forward every topic that can make 
for my client.”” Such an advocate may be very ufeful in /ome cafes, 
but what is the man doing all the while; and what are we to think 
of him ?—We have been much entertained by Mr. Erfkine’s oratory 
on this occafion. One of his fpeeches, which has been much and 
defervedly celebrated, is here fully and, we believe, correctly given. 


Art. 29. Supplementary to the Trial of Hurry againft Watfon—A Ré=** 
port of the Argument in the Common Pleas, on a Motion for a 
new Trial in Trinity Term laft; in which the Conduét of the 
Special Jury, in the giving of their Verdict, was agitated, and the 
Doétrine refpecting the Power of the Court to fet afide Verdicts for 
exceflive Damages fully difcuffed. ‘Together with the final [fue 
of this long contefted Bufinefs. 4to. 1s. Baldwin, &c. 1787. 
The bufinefs of exceffive damages is here properly argued and dif- 

cuffed. The final iffue was, that Mr. Watfon was to pay to Mr. Hurry 

the fum of 1500/. for damages and cofts; and alfo make to him an 
apology for his conduét. Mr. Hurry appears to have atted, in this 
oh with the moderation becoming aman of honour and cha- 
racter. - = 


GEOGRAPHY, 


Art. 30. A clear, comprehenfive, yet compendious Introdufion to, Gea: 
graphy and Aftronomy, for the Ufe of young Ladies. By Eliza 
Cumyns, of Brompton. 4to. 5s. fewed. Dilly. 1787. , 

_ Books of Geography are fufficiently numerous ; but none of them, 

in this lady’s opinion, are calculated for.conveying inftruction either fo 

fully or {peedily as might be juftly expected. Being herfelf a tutorefs; 
fhe has found, by feveral years experience, that the method here de- 
livered anfwers the purpofe extremely well, and on that account it 

Was printed. Teachers are always partial to their own’ method ; 

and, in general, it is right that they thould be fo, if by that mean$ 

they convey inftruétion more fully or more-expeditiou/ly. ~ 

The Authorefs of the prefent performance begins with a feries of 
§cometrical definitions, neceflary to be known before the ftudent can 
, Z2 eafily 
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eafily comprehend what follows. The geographical part proceeds 
by queftion and anfwer (fimilar to Hubner’s method); and after de. 
{cribing the Circles, &c. of the globe, goes on to the confideration 
of the four quarters of the world. The fituation, extent, and diyi- 
fions of each kingdom are briefly defcribed, and the principal towns 
and rivers are enumerated, with fuch peculiarities of foil, climate, 

roduce, &c. as occur in each province. The book would not have 
~ the worfe, if religious opinions had not been fo frequently in- 
troduced ; many readers may object to them. 

The aftronomical part is not interrupted with queftions ; the folar 
fyftem is defcribed : then fellows a fhort account of the fixed ftars, of 
the feafons, of the moon’s motion, and of eclipfes. 

In works of this kind, intended merely for elementary books, it 
is not expected that we fhould meet with many novelties; but we 
here find what is better—a defign of communicating knowledge in 
an eafy manner, properly adapted to the capacities and difpofitions 
of thofe young pupils for whom the work is particularly calculated. A- 


Art. 31. A political Survey of the prefent State of Europe; illuftrated 
with Obfervations on the Wealth and Commerce, the Govern. 
ment, Finances, Military State, and Religion of the feveral Coun- 
tries. By E. A. W. Zimmermann *, Profeffor of Natural Philo. 
fophy at Brunfwic. 8vo. 5s. Boards. Dilly. 1787. 

This is a comparative view of the feveral European nations, com. 
prized in tables, fhewing the extent, divifions, population, &c. of 
each country, with an account of its commerce, finance, govern- 
ment, &c. Inftead of a Political Survey, it might have been called, 
perhaps with more propriety, ‘* A Compendium of the Geography 
of Europe.” 7 

The Profeffor informs us, in his Preface, that this compilation is 
far from that ftate of perfection to which it is capable of being car- 
ried, and that it is only the outline of a larger work, which he in- 
tends, at fome future period, to fill up with more circumftantial, 
and better arranged, intelligence, The.chief fources of his prefent 
information have been, the political works of his countrymen, the 
Germans ; who, he fays, have diftinguifhed that {cience which treats 
of the actual and relative power of ftates, by the new-coined name of 
Statiftics. After much praife beftowed on his countrymen, and their 
“ indefatigable laborioufaets,” the Author compliments the English, 
for whofe ufe, on their cuftomary grand tour of Europe, this work was 
intended. | 

Mr. Zimmermann has divided his tables, which are 16 in num- 
ber, into columns, infcribed, Extent and Divifion, Square miles, Po- 
pulation, Chief towns, Number of inhabitants, &c. fomewhat fimilar 
to thofe which Guthrie, and other geographers, have placed at the 
heads of chapters: to each table are added a few obfervations and 
general remarks, in which the productions, the wealth, the com- 
merce, &c. of the country are defcribed. : 

- Though’ the wotk is intended for the ufe of Englifhmen, the 

largeft article in it is the chapter on England, and a country 

*-Mr. Zimmermann is not the celebrated philofopher of that 
name, feveral of whofe works are tranilated into Englith. nick 

while 
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which the Englith frequently vifit, viz. Switzerland, is not men- 
tioned. R-~ Me 
PoETRY. 


Art. 32. Sketches of Day. 4to. 33. Debrett. 1787. | 

‘ Day’—ridiculous ! We pronounce it to be Night: Night, pitchy 
and black as Erebus,—or if a little glimmering, a corrufcation or 
two be feen, they ferve for no other purpofe than to render *‘ dark- 
néfs vifible,” and to exhibit ‘* fights of woe.” : 

This performance is intended as a fatire on the vices of the times : 
—we will prefent our Readers with a fpecimen of it. The Mayor of 
London, and London’s council, are reprefented as proceeding to St. 
James’s—but not with Petitions and Remonftrances : 


€ What droves of courtiers from the city come ! 

And each would make you think his worth a plumb; 

And dubb’d with knighthood, fcans the Earl’s pretence 

To honour, wit, nobility, or fenfe. 

For why? where can be honour, fenfe, or wit, 

Unlefs deep purfes make occafion fit ?— 

Their portly Dames too, here with fimpering faces, 

Deeply bluthing all with rofy graces ; 

Befmil’d at Court, to Manfion-houfe they.go, 

Their fpoufes hate, and fcorn each city Beau.’ 
‘ Their fpoufes hate’—the hint may be worth attending to. Our 
Author, though a Poet, may peradventure have ftumbled on a truth. 
We would therefore advife the city Anthonies to look well to their 
Cleopatras:—to keep them from the ‘* funfhine,”’ the contaminat- 


ing air of a court. ArH 


Art: 33. RefleGions on Radia, a female Satirift: (—notumgque furens 
quid femina pofét) with a faint Defcription of Dorinda: in Imita- 
tion of the 4th Aineid of Virgil. 4to. 1s. Norwich printed ; 
and fold by Wilkie in London. 

We muft give this humble poet, who feems to owe the fmall por- 
tion of infpiration he poffeifes, to that illegitimate daughter of 
Apollo who prefides over ele€tion-bards, permiffion to be his own 
reviewer : | 

‘—Alas! my friend, I muft avow, 

Ne’er to high Pindus’ dangerous brow 

I’ve clamber’d, nor e’er half my fill 

I’ve quaff’d from Helicon’s {weet rill 

Ne’er have I feen the tuneful Maids, E 

Nor loitered in the Aonian fhades.’ . e 


Art. 34. Paulina; or, the Ruffian Daughter, aPoem. By Robert 
Merry, Efqg. Member of the Royal Academy of Florence. 4to. 
38. fewed. Robfon. 1787. 

A diftrefling tale, founded on a real faét, which happened in 
Ruffia, is here related with all the decorations of eafy and elegant 
verfe. The fubjeét, female innocence terrified and hurried by 
parental feverity into infamy and wretchednefs, is, however, little 
adapted to afford either entertainment or inftruction. 

Z 3 EB. art. 
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Art. 35. Ardelia: a Poem. Addrefied to Charles Cooper, Efq, 
4to. 1s. Baldwin. 1787. 

A common tale of credulous, injured, and defpairing love, told 
in verfe, that does not rife above mediocrity, and, however ufefyl 
be the moral leffon which it teaches, cannot be expeéted to engage, 
in any confiderable degree, the public attention. E 


NoveEtls. 


Art. 36. Retaliation; or, the Hiftory of Sir Edward Ofwald and 

Lady Frances Seymour. A Novel. By Mrs. Cartwright. 12mo, 

4 Vols. 10s, fewed. Noble. 17387. 

Mrs. Cartwright is one of thofe ladies defcribed by the poet, 

‘* dont la fertile plume, 
Peut tous les mois fans peine enfanter un volume.” 
Her brain is indeed aftonifhingly fruitful. We with it were poffible 
to reprefent the children of it as being handfome and likely to live; 
the truth, however, is, that fome of them are poor and rickety things, 
and fuch as evince the unhealthinefs of the parent ftock. But as the 
fond and partial mother may not be wholly fatisfied with this our 
bare affertion, we proceed to depicture the prefent brat. 

‘I whifked acrofs the ftreet, and rapt authoritatively at the houfe; 
and when the door diftended,’ &c.——- Di/tended may, by many, be 
thought a remarkably elegant word, and highly expreflive of the att 
of opening the door; - but then we have fome little fear that Betty, 
when ordered by Mrs. C. ‘ to keep the door diftended,’ may be ra- 
ther puzzled to determine whether her miftrefs means that it fhould 
be-open or fout. 

‘ The milliner cruelly hinted fufpicions of its being difpofed og 
for her own private purpofes.” 

‘ But was the formalities of Hymen to take place.’ 

* I propofe /etting down to table.’ 

* Divine fervice is performed of afternoons’— 

* She added, that nothing but his fuppofed averfion to wedlock, 
would have influenced her to difpenfe with the forms of marriage; 

‘that fhe had implicitly confided in his honour. That. if he had 
iweally Joved her, what he deemed caprice would have heightened 
his affeétion ; and inftead of prompting him to indulge the natural 
inconftancy of his difpofition, would have excited him to reftitution.” 
Reftitution ! that is,—the lady having ‘* loft her honour at a fordid 
game,” as Otway fays, is to have it returned to her:—fhe is to be 
reftored by the lover to her priftine and innocent ftate. How this is 
to be effected, we reglly do not know. Our ‘sender hearted females, 
however, will undoubtedly rejoice in the event. 

_ This Novel is full of improbabilities. It is perhaps as abfurd and 
‘inartificial in its conduct as any in the round of romance. AB 


Art. 37. SeduGion ; or, the Hiftory of Lady Revel. A Novel. 12mo. 
_ ' 2 Vols. gs. fewed. Axtel. 1787. 

The * Hiftory of Lady Revel’ is one of thofe produétions of which 
it would be highly ridiculous in us to enter into a particular account. 
We fhall therefore content ourfelves with obferving, that fcarcely a 
page of it is tolerably written ;—and in faying this, it will no ~ 
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be thought by every one (the Author of the performance in queftion 
not sain 0 that we have faid enough. A. na. 


Art. 38. Genuine and authentic Memoirs of a well-known Woman of 
Intrigue. Written by Herfelf. 1zmo. 2 Vols. 5s. fewed. 


Ridgway. 1787. : : ihe 
The fign fufficiently intimates the entertainment within. 


EDUCATION, &e. 


Art. 39. Advice to Mothers, Wives, and Hufbands; with Admoni- 
tions to others, in various Situations of Life. By a Lady. 12ma. 
2s. 6d. Bell. 1787. 

Many of the common follies of private life are here flrongly 
marked in an ironical addrefs to fathers and mothers, hufbands and 
wives, young men and young women. ‘The piece bears fome refem- 
blance to Swift’s Advice to Servants; and, though it falls fhort of 
that original production in wit and humour, it conveys much ufeful 


inftru&tion, in an agreeable and lively manner. FR 
Pr 


MEDICAL. 


Art. 40. Obfervations on the Circulation of the Blood, and on the Ef- 
Seas of Bleeding. By John Hunt, a Member of the Corporation of 
Surgeons. 8vo. 2s. Johnfon. 1787. 

Mr. Hunt here gives an account of the prefent ftate of that part 
of phyfiology which relates to the circulation, and fhews the ufe and 
abufe of mechanical illuftrations. We muft differ with him in fome 
particulars ; for inftance, where he fays, ‘ the microfcope has never 
much enlightened this fubje& [the circulation]; but, on the con- 
trary, it has given fome authors a fine opportunity of defcribing 
whatever their imaginations painted, and what no eyes but theirown 
have ever fince been able to difcover.? The coincidence or agree- 
ment of the obfervations of Lewenhoek and others formerly, and Fone 
tana of the prefent day, are fufficient refutations of this remark. 

Mr. H. then proceeds to confider the form of the arteries, the 
nature of their diaftole and fyftole, and the motion of the blood 
through the veffels during the diaftole of the heart. To refute the 
opinions of a Boerhaave, a Freind, and other celebrated phyfiolo- 
gifts, will, we apprehend, require greater abilities than are difplayed 
in this pamphlet ; which, however, though apparently the produc- 
tion of a young man, contains, on the whole, many ufeful remarks, 
and fhews that the Author has not been an unprofitable hearer of 
Mr. Elfe’s Lectures. 

The latter part of the performance, treating of the effeas of bleed- 
ing, indicates a prepofleflion in favour of an opinion which the beit 
practitioners have feldom adopted without numerous exceptions. Mr, ° 
Hunt is averfe to topical bleedings; but they are certainly advan- 
tageous in many partial affections, Ru Mm 


Art. 41. An Account of the Effects of Swinging, employed as a Re- 
medy in the Pulmonary Confumptions, and Heétic Fever. By 
James Carmichael Smyth, M.D. F.R.S. Phyfician extraordi- 
nary to his Majefty. 8vo. 2s. Johnfon. 1787, 

This pamphlet confifts chiefly of cafes in which the operation (or 
amufement, if you pleafe) of {winging, had been attended with fuccefs 
“44 ip 
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in confumptive complaints. They were written, the Author informs 
vs, laft winter, and intended to be laid before the Royal Society, 
Accordingly they were tranfmitted to the Prefident, with a letter, 
which here accompanies them. ‘The account was however thought, 
by the Prefident and fome other gentlemen, to contain more of me- 
dical detail than was conformable to the plan of that inftitution ; the 
defign was therefore relinquifhed ; and the cafes are now laid before 
the Public, with fome obfervations on exercife and motion. 

The cafes, in number 14, are all of them, except the laft, extra. 
ordinary cures: but as in moft of them, other remedies were ufed at 
the fame time, they are not therefore quite fo convincing as if {wing- 
ing had been the only means employed. In many of them, the dif- 
eafe had advanced to a very great height; as in the firft, where the 
patient expectorated a pint of purulent matter in a day, and the pulfe 
was 134 in a minute. Some readers may, here, perhaps, be ready 
to cry out, credat Fudaeus! We do not; though we are at a lofs to 
account for the itoppage of fo great a difcharge; or how the motion 
of fwinging could produce fuch achange. ‘lhe rational phyfician, 
in recommending anew remedy, ought furely to accompany his cafes 
with fuch reafoning as tends either to explain the phenomena, or to 
evince the propriety of the praétice ;—otherwife it is mere empi- 
ricifm. A-— m. 

MIscELLANEOUS, 
Art. 42. The Romance of real Life. By Charlotte Smith. 12mo, 
3 Vols. gs. Boards. Cadell. 1787. 

« A literary friend, whofe opinion I greatly value, fuggefted to me 
the poffibility of producing a few little volumes, that might prove ag 
attractive as the moft romantic fiction, and yet convey all the folid 
inftruction of genuine hiftory. He affirmed, that the voluminous 
and ill-written French work, intitled Cau/es celebres, &c. might fur- 
nifh me with very ample materials for fo defirable a purpofe.’. ... 
¢ My ambition will be fatisfied, ifa number of candid readers allow, 
that, by dint of fome irkfome labour, I have produced a little com- 

ilation, not inelegant in its flyle; and in the matter it contains, 
both interefling and inftructive.’ CHARLOTTE SMITH. 

Such is the Editor’s account of her undertaking ; and it mutt be 
acknowledged, that fhe has fucceeded according to her wifhes, the 
* Romance of real Life’ being a colle&tion of interefting and well- 
authenticated facts. 

On looking into the original work, which confifts of upwards of 
twenty volumes, we find that many of thefe * ftories,’ as the tranfla- 
tor calls them, are Yrials, and Cafes in Jaw, and confequently they 
are not the objecis of criticifm. The few which are here felected, 
however, being {tripped of the judicial forms of proceedings, will no 
doubt meet with the approbation of thofe perfons who are fond of 
tracing the errors and wanderings of the human heart. Some of the 
circumftances recorded in them are really fhocking and difgracefal to 
Our nature; and as the paffions of men, in every age and in every 
country, are nearly the fame, it is to be hoped that the volumes now 
before us may ferve as beacons to warn the reader of his danger; and 
to hincer him from ftriking on the rocks which others have been un- 


eble to shun. 
A ° 23: Art. 
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Art. 43- Od/ervations on fome Parts of Natural Hiftory, to which is ) 
prefixed an Account of feveral remarkable Veftiges of an ancient 
Date, which have been difcovered in different Parts of North | 
America. Part I. By Benj. Smith Barton, Mem ber of the Royal 
Medical Society of Edinburgh. 8vo. 2s. Dilly. 1787. 

A prefixed advertifement to this treatife informs us, that . it is the 

action of a very young man, written chiefly as a recreation from 
the laborious fludies of medicine.’ It is however a curious tract ; we 
have here only the firft part; the other three, which will complete 
the work, are to be publified in a few months, 

The Author apologizes for calling this part OL/fervations on Natus 
ral Hiffory, fince it relates entirely to antig uities, the ancient cuftoms 
of the inhabitants, &c. &c. Myr. Barton has given an accurate de- 
{cription and a plan of fome ruins which have been difcovered on the 
banks of the Mufkingham, about a mile above its junction with the 
Obio * (i. e. according to the lateft maps we have, in Lat. 40° N. and 
Long. 82° E. nearly). The town, as it is called, is in a large plain, 
and the walls which encompafs it form a quadrilateral figure whofe 
fides are from 530 to 480 yards long; they are about 10 feet high 
above the levei on which they ftand, and about zo feet thick at their 
bafe. Within the walls feveral elevations and buildings are ob- 
fervable, but the whole is overgrown with plants of various kinds, 
and ‘ trees,’ fays the Author, ‘ feveral feet diameter.’ 

Mr. Barton adds fome remarks on the firft peopling of America; 
he does not however throw much light on this dark and difficult fub- 
ject, 

' The Author concludes with fome confiderations on the ftate of ‘ 

civilization of the Mexicans, as given by Abbé Clavigero, in his hif- 

tory of that empire ; which work we neticed in our laft Appendix, 

page 633. R-m- 

Art. 44. 4n accurate and defcriptive Catalogue of the feveral Paint- 
ings in the King of Spain’s Palace at Madrid; with fome Account 
of the Pictures in the Buen-Retiro. By Richard Camberland. 
izmo. 2s. 6d. Dilly. 1787. , 

By a prefixed advertifement to this publication we learn that the 
Catalogue was made, at Mr. Cumberland’s requeft, by the gentle- 
man who has the fuperintendance of the Royal Collection in the Pa- 
lace of Madrid ; it was tranfmitted to the Author after his return 
from Spain, but came too late to be inferted in his Anecdotes + of 
Spanifh Painters. R-~ In- 


Art. 45. 4 ColleGion of all the Papcrs relating to the Propofal for 
uniting the King’s and the Marifchal Colleges of Aberdeen, which 
have been publifhed by Authority of the Colleges. 4to. 2s. 6d. 
Evans. 1787. j 
It is impoflible perhaps to agitate the moft falutary meafure in any 

body of men, without dividing them into parties. To have two rival 


eee 


— - 


oa ry Ber em OE -o 





_" 


* Similar ruins have been found in other parts of N. America, for 
“an account of which fee our 6oth volume, p. 281, from Capt. Care 
ver’s Travels. 
t For an account of which fee Rev. vol. xvii. p»502 i, 
feminaries 
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feminaries in fo remote acity as Aberdeen, when, by a union of plan 
and of means, the articles of education might be extended, and ren- 
dered more competent for the purpofes of the country, feems to be 
a matter eafily decided. Yet, as it was a treaty between A and Co, ' 
and B and Co. it has proved far otherwife; and altercation has fo- 
mented animofities to fuch a height, that what was firft an amicable 
propofition among themfelves, from a conviction of expediency, may 
become abfolutely neceflary to be done for them, to prevent worfe 
confequences to both. Their counter-remonftrances are very long, 
and may be extremely important at Aberdeen, but the gro and con, 
is fo like a quarrel between man and wife, that we hold it prudent 


not to interfere. N 
r) 


Art. 46. Effays on various Subjeds, critical and moral: containing 
Remarks on Butler’s Analogy; a Review of Locke’s Philofophy ; 
Grammatical Strictures ; Letters on Wit and Humour: in which 
various Obfervations are made on the moft celebrated Writers on 
the Subjeéts of Logic, Morals, and Metaphyfics. By William 
Belchier, Efq. Kent. Crown octavo, 2 Vols. 5s. Jamefon. 
There are writers who bid defiance to all the powers of criticifm, 

fome by rifing above, and others by finking below, the level of com- 

mon fenfe. ‘To one or other of thefe claffes the Author of thefe 

Effays certainly belongs; but to which, it is impoffible for us to de- 

termine: for after labouring through his tedious pages of uncon. 

nected matter, expreffed in inelegant and often coarfe language, we 
are at a lofs to difcover his meaning. If we do not therefore attempt 
to extract any articles of information, or amufement, from thefe vo- 
jumes, our apology muit be, that where there is no light, a reflector 
can be of no ufe. : 


Art. 47. Some Reafons for thinking that the Greek Language was bor- 
rowed from the Chinefe: in Notes on the Grammatica Sinica of 
Monf. Fourmont. By Mr. Webb. 8vo. zs. fewed. Dodifley, 
1787. 

The learned Lipfius obferved a ftriking affinity between the old 
Perfic and the German language. Mr. Webb has remarked the 
fame between the Greek language and the Chinefe ; and has inge- 
nioufly collected a variety of refemblances in fupport of his opinion, 
that the former is derived from the latter. Whether his arguments 
are as fatisfactory as ingenious, mutt be left to the determination of 
thofe who are better acquainted with the Chinefe tongue, than we 
can pretend to be. 


Art. 48. Sele Paffages from various Authors. Defigned to form 
the Minds and Manners of Young Perfons ; and at the fame Time 
to afford an agreeable Mifcellany for thofe of riper Years. 12mo. 
3s. 6d. Boards. Richardfon. 1787. 

Thefe felections are from fome of the beft and moft admired au- 
thors of our own country, and from a few of thofe of France. They 
are collected by a fenfible, and by no means unlearned lady *, and 
the choice does not difgrace either her judgment or her tafte ; but 





* We fay lady, becaufe fome paflages in the Preface, &¢. lead us 
fo to conclude, with tolerable certainty. hh 
¢ 
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fhe has not done juftice to the beautiful and well-known lines made 
by the late excellent Dr. Doddridge on his family motto, Dum 
wivimus vivamus, as fhe has neither {aid whence they are taken, on 
what occafion they were written, nor has fhe given the motto entire, 
fo that the point and meaning cannot be fully underitood. 

Thefe moral and inftructive colleétions are generally ufeful, and 
we recommend the prefent publication as proper to be added to thofe 
of the fame fort already given to the world ; but we were forry to 
fee fo very numerous a lift of Errata, which few will take the trouble 
to mark; we muft, however, efpecially as coming from a fair lady, 
accept the apology here made (great diftance from the prefs), and we 
with others may be equally inclined to mark them as Errata, and to 


overlook them as defedis. 43 


Art. 49. 4 Treatife on the Wines of Portugal; and what can be 
gathered on the Subjtct fince the Effablifhment of the Englith 
Factory at Oporto, Azno 1727: alfo a Differtation on the Nature 
and Ufe of Wines in general, as pertaining to Luxury and Diet. 
By John Croft, S. A. S. 8vo. 1s. York printed; fold by Bald- 
win, London. 1787. 

This work gives a very circumftantial detail of the Portugal wine- 
trade. The Author, who feems well acquainted with his fubje&, 
enters minutely into a defcription of the feveral methods of makin 
the wine, and the various ways of adulterating it, as prattifed both 
in Portugal and in England. 

In the fecond part of this performance he defcribes the different 
kinds of wines, ufually imported in this country; enumerates the 
excellencies of each, and fhews how to diftinguifh the good from the 
bad : extending his ébfervations to the Rhenifh, Hungarian, French, 
Madeira, Canary, Spanifh, Italian, &c. | 

We could have wifhed Mr. Croft had clothed his ufeful informa. 
tion in better language ; or given his readers an exhilarating glafs, 
to fuftain them under the fatigue of perufing a uleful but dull pame- 

hlet. 

F — jn. 

THEOLOGY, &e. 

Art. 50. 4 Charge and Sermon delivered at the Ordination of the 
Rev. Mr. John Deacon, April 26, 1786, at Leicefter. ‘Together 
with the Introductory Difcourfe, the Queftions propofed to the 
Church and the Miniter, the Anfwers returned, and Mr. Deacon’s 
Profeffion of Faith. Small oftavo. 1s. 6d. Buckland. 

This Ordination fervice, which was performed in a fociety of Bap- 
tifts of the Calviniftic perfuafion, is drawn up in a plain and ferious 
ftyle; and, notwithftanding the general character of Puritanifm 
which runs through it, contains many hints not undeferving attene 
tion from young divines, of all profeffions. E 


a 
Art. 51. 4 Defence of the DoGrine of the Trinity, and eternal Son- 
fhip of our Lord Jefus Chritt, as revealed in the Scriptures ; in 
Oppofition to a late Scheme of temporal Sonfhip. By a Baptitt. 
8vo. 1s. 6d. Buckland. 
A difpute in a fociety of Baptifts, at Edinburgh, concerning the 


eternal Sonthip of Jefus Chrift, gawe occafion to this piece of at 
| mica 
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mical divinity ; from which we learn nothing, but that it is written 
by one who has more zeal than knowledge, or candour. For, when 
the contending parties, for the fake of peace, _— to a tempora 
forbearance on the point in difpute, till they fhould be farther en. 
lightened, this zealous defender of the Trinity was highly difpleafed; 
declaring, in his preface, that ‘ this forbearance was inconfiftent with 
every view the Scripture gives us of Chriftian forbearance.’ Alas! 
how little does this good man know of the gofpel ! 


% 
Art. 52. Letters on Faith. Addreffed toa Friend. By James Dore, 
1zmo. 1s. 6d. Buckland. 1786. 

Mr. Dore confiders the nature of faith, its grounds, its effets; 
the reafonablenefs of faith in Chrift; its importance, and the im- 
provement of the fubjec&t. The Letters are fenfibly and agreeably, 
though fomewhat diffufely, written. Faith is defined, in general, 
as ‘ credit given to a report; faith in Chrift, faith in the teftimony of 
Chrift, or a full perfuafion of the truth of what he bas taught, pro- 
perly underftood and fully realized in the mind.’—Faith is cer- 
tainly nothing or of no value, deftitute of its proper effects on the 
life and conduct. This Author appears to write very candidly and 
rationally on the fubject. 


Art. 53. Man naturally inclined to Religion. A Differtation, by the 
Rev. John Steffe, Vicar of Little Baddow, Effex; Author of Seven 
Lerters on the State of the Soul after Death, and other Subjects. —, 
8vo. 61 Pages. Chelmsford, printed, 1786. No London Book- 
feller mentioned, nor price. 

Had this writer afferted that mankind were in danger of being in- 
fluenced and led aftray by imagination and paffion, initead of attend- 

ing to the voice of truth and reafon; or that they are more affected 

by and inclined to pomp and pageantry than what is of real worth 

and excellence ; or had he fubftituted the word /uperftition for that | 

of religion, he might poflibly have been nearer the truth, in this hafty 

declamation. Swuper/fition is chiefly created and direéted by fear and 
terror, and has often been employed (politically) as one means of more 
eafily fubjeQling and enflaving mankind. When acountry is vifited by 
fome dreadful or threatening calamity, every place of worthip is 
crowded: but religion is of a diftin& nature. Piety, and devotion, are 
of too rational, too noble, and ufeful a kind (if properly underftood), 
to be thus degraded by ignorance and abject fear. They are excel- 

Jent pa which ought certainly to be manifefted by external 

acts of worfhip, at the fame time that they have a much larger ex- 

tent, and /Lou/d have their prevalence, and operate with energy, on 
the whole conduct of man. That he has a capacity for them, fome 
tendencies to them, and (in the Chriftian world) great advantages 
for their exertion and improvement, is alfo evident. Equally clear 

it is, that true devotion and piety are greatly diftin& from that-fuper- 

ftition which has overfpread all parts of the earth, and which has 

generally had fomewhat not only ignorant and terrific in its appear- 

ance, but alfo cruel and baneful in its effeéts. All this proves how 

requifite Chriftian principles are to correét the errors and miftakes of 

mankind ; at the-fame time that it muft be deeply lamented ‘that 

Chriftianity itfelf has, by the means of bigotry, fraud, and —s 
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been too often direéted, by human hands, to the moft wretched pur- 
fes, and made the inftrument of bigotry and barbarifm. While, 
therefore, we acknowledge the learning and ingenuity of this Au- 
thor, and may in fome points agree with him, we apprehend he muft 
ive the fubject a very careful review, before much credit will be 
derived to him from the weight and ftrength of his reafoning. ) 


« 

Art. 54. Sermons on different Subje&ts. By the late Rev. John Jore 

tin, D.D. Archdeacon of London, &c. The Third Edition, 
Vols. 8vo. 1]. 15s. Boards. White. 1787. 

Dr. ortin’s Sermons pafled under our notice in the 44th volume 
of our Review, p. 362, and 47th volume, p. 247. The prefent edi- 
tion, publifhed by his fon, Mr. Rogers Jortin of Lincoln’s Inn, is 
enriched with a Life of the Author, by Dr. Heathcote, which was firft 
publithed in the oftavo Biographical Dictionary *. As the prefent 
editor furnifhed the materials of this account, its authority is un- 
queftionable. Dr. Jortin was a man highly refpectable for his learn- 
ing and abilities; and we are glad to fee that the Public have done 
juftice to his memory, and his merit, by repeated demands for new 
editions of his truly valuable writings. ilies 


Art. 55. Sermons by the late Reverend Dr. James Paterfon ; one of 
the Clergymen of St. Paul’s Englifh Epifcopal Chapel in Aber- 
deen. 8vo. 6s. Boards. Edinburgh, printed; London, fold by 
Mefirs. Robinfons. 1786. 

It will require very little more to recommend this volume to the 
notice of the humane and charitable, than to tranfcribe a paflage 
from the Advertifement to the Public, which, though anonymous, we 
doubt not is authentic. It is as follows: * Dr. Paterfon’s fituation 
was in every period of his life far removed from affluence, but he 
was never heard to regret on his ows account the narrownefs of his 
fortune. For his family, however, he felt, what he felt not for Aime 
felif; and the profpe& of the circumftances in which, on his death- 
bed, he faw them about to be left, gave his heart many a painful 
pang. If thefe circumftances fhall be rendered in any degree more 
eafy by the fale of the volume which is now offered to the Public, no 
injury will be done to the memory of a man, who, to ferve a bene- 
volent purpofe, would at any time have facrificed all pretenfions to 
fame as an author ; and to thofe readers who poffefs that benevolence 
of heart which fo ftrongly marked his character, any apology for a 


work publifhed with /uch a view is furely unneceflary: by fuch men 

the following difcourfes, were they much lefs accurate than they are, | 
oun be perufed with indulgence, and they do not claim their ape 
plaufe.’ 


It is farther and properly obferved by the unknown Editor, that 
though, * thefe difcourfes are not compofed with all the accuracy, 
which, had they been prepared by their Author for the prefs, the 
Public would have had a right to expect; they are not, in the opi- 
nion of thofe who have feen them, without merit.’ They certainly 
are not; they are plain, praétical, and rational, and while they can 
hurt none, they may be ferviceable to many. H. 


oe 





* In 12 volumes oftavo; fee Rev. for March laft, p. 210. a 
rt. 
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Art. 56. The Pofthumous Works of the Rev. Thomas Adam, late 
Reétor of Wintringham. 8vo. 3 Vols. 128, Boards. Bucks 
land, &c. 1786, 

We have frequently, in his life-time, announced the publications 
of this truly pious and orthodox divine: See, particularly, his ** Pa. 
raphrafe on the Eleven firft chapters of St. Paul’s Epiftle to the Ro. 
rafts,” Rev. vol. xlv. p. 400; and his ‘** Evangelical Sermons,” 
Rev. vol. Ixvi. p. 315. Itis well known that our theological ideas 
do not well accord with thofe of fuch writers as Mr. Adam, and 
others, the followers of William Law, Hervey, and the reft of thofe 
good Myftics, whofe private characters we revere, while we cannot, 
as friends to rational religion, but difapprove their fentiments. I¢ 
will not, therefore, be expected that we fhould recommend the vo. 
Jumes now before us; but we fhall, neverthelefs, fairly enumerate 
their contents, for the fatisfa€tion of thofe of our Readers who are 
fond of what they term Evangelical compofitions.— Vol. I. Confifts 
of * Private Thoughts on Religion, and Sermons on different Sub- 
jects :’ to which is prefixed, A Sketch of the Author’s Life and Cha. 
racter.—Vol. II. Contains * An Expofition of St. Matthew’s Gofpel, 
with fuitable Leurcs and Prayers.’—The II]d volume continues the 
Expofition, Lectures, and Prayers ; to which are added, more ‘ Ser- 
mons on different Subjects.’—-We repeat, what we have before ob- 
ferved with refpect to Mr. Adam, that his produ@tions are thofe of 
a fenfible * man [according to Ais principles], who defired to deliver 
the true fenfe of Scripture, as far as he could attain it, and to advance 
the caufe of Chriftian piety, agreeably to the notions which he had 
formed.—There is no doubt but his practice was truly confcientious, 
and his example edifying, efpecially to thofe of his own peculiar 
perfuafion. 


Art. 57. Dying Advices to the Affociate Congregation of Hadding- 
‘ton. By the Rev. Mr. John Brown, their late Paftor. 8vo. 
12 Pages. Price 1d. Edinburgh, Paterfon. 1787. 
The late Rev. Mr. Brown, of Haddington, appears to have been 
a very good man; and we have no doubt but that the Affociated 
Congregation of that place are a very good fort of people. Yet, if 
we credit their paftor’s account of them, they are ftill, as the faying 
is, mo better than they should be; nor was the fhepherd much better 
than the flock ;—for he tells them, that he fears many of them will 
0 down to hell with all the Go/pel Jermons and exhortations they have 
ever heard—to affi/? their confcience in upbraiding, knawing, and tor- 
menting them.— And of bim/elf he fays, * I fee fuch weaknefs, fuch 
deficiency, fuch unfaithfulnefs, fuch imprudence, fuch unfervency 
and unconcern, fuch felfifhnefs in all that I have done, as a minifter 
or a Chriftian, as richly deferves the deepeft damnation of hell.’— 
Why will Chriftian preachers thus expofe themfelves, and their re- 





* We might here add, that he was, in a certain degree and cha- 
racter, a man of genius; as is evident from many ftriking paflages in 
his Private Thoughts, &c. which manifeft an original turn of think- 
ang, and a ftrength of expreflion, well fitted to make a lafting im- 
preffion on the minds and memories of his readers. : 


Jigion, 
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to the ridicnle of thofe who, in their education, have not con- 


Bed ices favourable to fuch ftrange effufions of miftaken 


trated prejud 
piety !, 
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S ERM ON S&S. 


J. The dying Believer’s Confidence in his exalted Redeemer.—At the 
Meeting-houfe in Butt Lane, Deptford, O&. 16, 1785. On Oc- 
cafion of the much-lamented Death of the Rev. John Olding, who, 
after having been thirty-one Years Paftor of the Church affem- 
bling in that Place, fell afleep in Jefus, in the 64th Year of his 
Age. By Stephen Addington, D.D. 8vo. 6d. Buckland, &c. 
This difcourfe is in the true, but now almoft antiquated, manner 

of the Puritans. It will however be as acceptable to one clafs of an- 

tiquarians, as a book printed in the Old Englifh Black letter is to 


another. 


Il. The frft and fecond Advents of our Saviour Fefus Chrift, confidered 
in aSermon preached Nov. 27, 1785, being Advent Sunday. By 
John Kennedy, Reétor of Langley in Kent, and Vicar of God- 
ftone in Surry. ‘To which are added, fome Obfervations on the 
Advantages arifing from the Eftablithment of Sunday Schools ; 
and fome Hints for rendering of {till greater Utility to the Nation 
at large thefe truly Chriftian Inftitutions. 4to. 1s. Wilkie, &c. 
The chief merit of this difcourfe is, that it is intended to promote 

a very laudable and ufeful defign. 


II. ——— At St. Giles’s, Reading, Dec. 21, 1786, for the Benefit: 
of the Girls Charity School. By William Bromley Cadogan. 
8vo.. 18. Rivington. 1787. 

The text is, Ln thee the fatherle/s findeth mercy. The Sermon is ortho- 
dox; and the preacher warmly perfuades us to.the practice of charity 

in general, but more efpecially that {pecies of it which is calculated, 

by giving religious inftruction to the rifing generation, ‘ to connect 

the good of mankind with the glory of God.’ This gentleman’s 

compofitions are in particular requeft with the Methodifts. eli, 


IV. The Perfe&ions and Majefty of the Deity difplayed by the Opera- 
tions of Nature—On Occafion of the Thunder Storm, which hap- 
pened Aug. oth, 1787. By a Proteftant Diffenter. S8vo. 15. 
Gardner. 

If, by drawing the attention of an audience to the greater phe- 
nomena of nature, to thofe extraordinary operations of the elements, 
which ftrike the mind of man with unufual awe, any good can be 
done in the way of religious inftruction, it is right to embrace the 
Opportunities afforded by fuch means. ‘This pious preacher fir/ at- 
tempts to raife ‘the hearts’ of his hearers ‘ to an affecting fenfe of 
the Majefty of the Deity, from a view of the difplays in his glory 
recorded in his word, or thofe proofs of them which have been vifible 
to our own eyes.’ Secondly, to * thew the confequences of fuch an 
habitual perfuafion upon faints and finners :? and he concludes with 
drawing ‘ fome praétical inferences. _His thoughts,’ he fays, * were 
turned to this fubjec&t, from a fincere defire to reinvigorate upon the 


thoughtlefs and inattentive, thofe awful aad affe¢ting impreflions 
4 which 
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which appeared to feize almoft every individual, during that alarm. 
ing ftorm,’ &c. &c. The defign of this difcourfe, no doubt, was 
commendable, but the preacher does not always exprefs his ideas in 
the happieft manner; as our Readers may obferve, in the few words 
here quoted. 





——P 


CORRESPONDENCE, 


*,%* Mr. Blanchard feems to have been too hafty in adopting the 
fentiments which his friends have fuggefled. We deemed his Syfem 
of Short-band a good one, and confequently, in our review of it, we 
gave it the praife which we thought it really deferved. The latter 

art of the paragraph, which gives offence, is mifconftrued by Mr, 
B's friends: the omiflions which we noticed were in the explanation 
and not in the fhort-hand. See our Review for July, p. 84. 


+4+ We have received a long letter from the Editor of the Jn. 
proved Latin Orthography. (See Review for Auguft, p. 165.) Oar 
thoughts and 4is do not coincide. We think that the Latin ough: to be 
{pelled as the beft Latin writers of the Auguftan age have {pelled it. 
Mr. S. B. thinks not. Our Readers may determine for themfelves 
who is right. 

ttt The favour of Amicus Furatiffimus, dated Sept. 20, is entitled 
to our kind acknowledgments; but we do not think it advifeable to 
ftand forth in the way which he intimates,—or in any mode of noto- 
riety. To be deemed ufeful to the Public, by our literary Jabours, is 
our higheft ambition ; and to remain unknown, is our conftant wihh, 


‘* Thus contented to /ive—not unwilling to die—” 
Prior’s Down-Hall. 
*¢ Hated by Fools’—— 39 Swirrt. 


tit In per of the requeft of Clericus, whofe letter is dated 
in September laft, we have collected fome particulars relative to 
Quintus Sextivus, the Pythagorean philofopher; and we propofe 
to publifh them in a future Review, not having room in our pre- 
fent number. 


§t§ We are forry that the requefts of 7. S: and W. B. mutt not be 
complied with, It is painful to us, to be obliged, fo often, to reject 
the applications and inquiries of Correfpondents, whom we cannot 
anfwer witheut fubjefting ourfelves to inconvenience, the extent of 
which might be extremely difagreeable. 


(I$ The ‘* Fina, Farewe t,”’ in our next. 


> Mr. Young’s two letters coming to hand too late in this month 
for proper confideration, will be duly attended to in our next. 


+++ Mr. T. B. Clarke is defired to accept our hearty thanks for 


- his public defence of the Review. 


t*t Dr. Hamilton, and other Correfpondents, hereafter. 


‘Koast 








